Farminaton Observe

Lawyer:
Toss out
recount

8y Joanne Maliszewski
statt writer

Argulng that recounting punch-card
ballots Is unconstitional, an attorney
for Terry Sever this week asked Oak-
land Circult Judge Alice Gilbert to
“throw out” the recent Farmington
Hills councll electlon recount.

‘The recount gave opponent Ben
Marks a one-vole margln, nudging
Sever off the counctl.

"“There's no guarantee of a pure clee-
tlon," said Sever's attorney Paul Nida,
at a hearing before Gilbert last
Wednesday, “1 suxxut that this recount
be thrown out.

But a decislon on Nida'a complalnt of
superintending contro]l — asking the
court to intercede and review the re-
count — won't be forthcoming for sev-
eral wecks.

Glibert instructed Nida to return in
two weeks with his argument based on
previous legal cases of a similar type.

SHE ALSO told Farmington Hills at-
torney Paul Blbeau to provide an an-
swer to Nida's complaint. Nida's com-
plalat is directed against Farmington
Hills and the Onkland County Board of
Cnnvamn. which conducted the re-

Genc Farber, Marks® attorney, who
spoke on behalf of the clty and the
board of canvassers, will have one
week to reply to Nida's argument, Ghi-
bert said. Marks is involved because of
bls interest in maintaining the recount.,

Nlda argued that a recount of punch
card ballots vlolates a section of the
1983 state Constitutlon.

That aection says that the state Leg-
islature “shall enact laws to ensure pu-
rity of elections . . . . prescrve secre-
¢y and guard against abuses.”

“Each ellgible voter Is given the op-
portunlty to cast exactly enc ballot and
that ballot is accurately counted,” Nida
said, in providing his own definltion of
“purity of elections.”

“What he's really saying is” that
punch-card ballats are unconstltution-
a], Farber said. “This isn’t the court
(where constitutional Issucs are decid-
ed),” Farber added.

IN HIS ARGUMENT, Farber con-
tended that under court rules, a com-
plalnt for superintending control must
be based on an abuse, of for example,
the procedure used in the recount.

But as testitied to by the hearing’s
only witness, Patricla Sanderson,
chairperson of the Oakland County
Board of Canvassers, Farber sald the
four-member board followed the law in
recounting the approximately 30,000
ballots.

"Everymlng was dane properly,”
Farber sald,

He also reminded the court that as
candldates and thelr attorneys may do,
Nida did not reglster any complaints
about the recount during the three-day
procedure In early December, There is
no record on which Nida can base any
abuse or wrongdoing of the recount,
Faber said.

Much of the controversy surrounding
the recount has to do with the chads —
rectangular perforations on the punch-
card ballots — and how they were
counted.

SANDERSON TESTIFIED that the
canvassers examined each punch card
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“. . . and it was said of him, that
he knew how to keep Christmas
well, if any man possessed the
knowledae. May that be truly said of
us, and all of us.”

Charles Dickens
A Chiristmas Carol

By Tom Baer
staff writer

ERTAINLY NO one would
accuse the Shamle family of
Farmington Hlils of lefting
Dickens down, at least not al-

ter visiting the Shnmle home at 22461
Heathersett Crescent.

Visltors need not even walk In the
front door of the large quad-level house
to see that this is one famlly that knows
how *to keep Christmas well.”

Lighting up the outslde of the house
at Christmas time is an old nelghbor-
hood tradition around Detroit. A night-
time drive along just about any subur-
ban road or clty street will reveal
many houses outlined with colorful
Iights and a Santa and sicigh on an oc-
casslonal roof.

But the Shamles — George, Beverly
and thelr four sons — have gone be-
yond that . . . way beyond.

Start with the four hugc, llghu.'d re-
llglous 1gns on the lawn an; They

say: “WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM
QuT, GODS GIFT TO US — JESUS
CHRIST, GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST" and “WISHING YOU A
CHRIST-CENTERED CHRISTMAS™
with the famlly name underneath,

Lighted Natlvity scenes are placed in
front and in back of the house. Four
full-size flgures of carolers adorn the
Iront, and carols from an inside stereo

The Shamie family uses as many as 20,000 Christmas lights to do corate their hous:

waft over the scene at night.

And then there are the lights — per-
haps as many as 20,000, according to
son Shane, who helps with the annual
extravaganza — which cover the
house, shrubbery and the six tall ever-
greens, each with a lighted star at the
tap, of course.

Inslde, a Christmas theme also pre-
domlnates. Every room — including
the six bedrooms, the 3% baths and the
utility arca — s decked out for the sea-
son.

Four fullslze Christmas trees are
standing fully decorated in the Shamie
home, and some 11 smaller trees are
placed In various rooms, Even the fam-
ily's three dogs have a tree and wreath
of thelr own,

IT'S QUITE an cffort, but the Sham-
ics say they love dolng it year after
year, This is thelr 15th Christmas at
the home.

“Thls is the best It's ever been,” said
a proud George Shamle, a certified
public accountant with an office in
Livonia. “I've had to put in better clr-
cuit breakers to handle all the electricl-
ty we use.”

The Christmas show on Heathersett

Crescent has been attracting large and
appreciative crowds these winter
nights, according to the Shamles.

“We've had people out every nlgm. >
George sald. “It's been bumper-to-
bumper out on that street. Churches
have called, wanting to ang out their
ahut-ins and senlor citizens.

‘The Shamics say they" ve recelved 14
Christmas cards and one phone call
from total strangers who say how
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shrubbery and aix tall evergreens.

Keeping Christmas
The Shamies go all out to deck their halls

CAMILLE McCOY

CAMILLE MCCOY

There’s no doubt it's Christmas at the Shamia residence. One of
the family's 15 Christmas trees stands at the entrance to the

tiving room.

Protesting tenants to meet again

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
statf writer

close what the would

OFFICIALS have appar-

Qne of the leaders of the Mulrwood

be or what next step s to be taken by
the in its fight agalnst rent
hlku and lhe Be:nns Beztak firm in

Tenants “pretty
good amnouncements” at the next
tenants meeting scheduled for 6:30
pm.Jan. 15,

The meeting, to draw

‘I‘he lxsoejnlon represents tenants in
the Beznos-owned apartments of Muir-
wood, Falrmont Park and Kensington
Manor in the Farmlington area, udwcll

an

1

tenants from all of the area
complexes owned by the Beznos-Beztak
Co,, will be In the auditorium of Wil-
liam Tynsdale College, at 12 Mlle and
Drake in Farmington Hills.

“If all goes well, thera should be
some pretly good announcements,”

‘Falls sald be was unprepared to dis-

as
dingbrook In West Bloom{leld,

Tenants are protesting frequent rent
In somo as much as $2 percent
in the last two years. The major com-
plalnt though, s the management
firm's method of raising rents by not
renewing leases, forcing tenants to pay
rent on & month-to-month basis.

ently offered sclected tenants an option
for a three-, six-, nlne- or, ln some cas-
es, 12-month lease.

Almongh Falls would not comment
on the possibllity of a rent atrike
agalnst Beznos, the option Is one of a
handful of options remalning open that
were dlscussed at one of the associa-
tlon's first public meetings.

To date, the tenants association has

Farmington Hills City Council later
told Falls the clty could do nothing to
help the protesting tenants, particular-
Iy in the way of rent controls.

"We dropped the Idea (of rent con-
trols) with the cities,” Falls said, about.
a week ago.

The assoclation also picketed Muir-
wood apartments in Farmington Hills
in mid-November and ran a petition

survived
with Beznos officlals and a falled at.
tempt to get the local governments to
consider rent-control ordinances.

Beanos would not recognize the asso-
ciation as a legitimate organization,
nor would It agree {o lease options or a
rent freeze.

among tenabls in the
Bemos-owned apartmenta. Both efforts
were - protests agalnst the frequency
and amonnts of rent which
the assoclation considers “unfalr and
unjust.”
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Twenty-five cents

Chief’s
job is up
for grabs

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staff writer

A new pallce chief for Farmington
Hills Is expected to be selected by mid-
to-late January. But mum’s the word
on the identity of the 3¢ applicants vy-
log for the job.

“I think we have attracted some
very wellquallfled candldates,” sald
Clty Manager Willlam Costick, while
refusing to disclose who are the “few
from within the department” who ap-
plied for the job.

A rveplacement is belng sought for
Chief John Nichols who in November
was elected Oakland County sheriff.
Dec. 31 will be Nichols' Inst day as
Farmington Hllls chiel,

““Anyone who comes along wlll have

.some big shoes to fill,” sald Costick,
about replaclng Nichols, who has
the city's police chlef for seven years,

“It's probably the best seven years I
put In in a 42-year carcer,” said Ni-
chols, recalllng his tenure as chlef.
“I've treated very, very well,

“The city has been good to me. I feel
I'm leaving a family more than a job,"”
he continued.

COSTICE WON'T be appointing an
acting chlef when Nichols leaves. Be-
cause some of the appllcants are from
within the department, appolating one
as acting chlel would give an unfalr ad-
valx;tnge over ather candldates, Costick
sald,

The department will be run by the
inspectors who oversce its three dlvi-
slons. Inspectors Thomas Godwin,
Richard Nlemisto and Mirl Spencer
will report direetly to the city mana-
ger.

Costick advertised the chlef’s post In
the Mlichigan Assoclation Chlels of Po-
lice newsletter. By the Dec. 14 dead-
line, Costick had received 30 applica-

tions.

“We're looking for someone who's
been around,” has had “a number of
years of experience In Michigan” and
in a “community the comparable size
of Farmlington Hll]: "' Costick said.

A bachelor’s degme In some area of
crimlnal justice is one of the minimum
requirements for the fob. Others In-
clude achlevement and expericace
adminlstration, supervision, budget
preparation and labor and public rela-
tions. “Actual field o.xperlence" is also

wanted, Costick sals

“rn uke all the applluﬂons and re-
view them and choose which seem to
be most qualifled,” Costick sald.

THE CANDIDATES constdered the
most qualified for the job will be go
before an oral review board, where the
field will be reduced l\lrthu. The re-
view board will be comprised most
llkely of a city manager and polica
chlc(s from other communities, Costick

"lt's common practice,” he said, for
leaders from other communities to
‘serve on oral review boards.

The new chief will command a de-
partment of 110 employces — almost
half of the city’s total full time ataff —~
Including §0 sworn potice officers.

The department also represents ope-
third of the city’s current total $15 mil-
llon annual budget,

“It's golng to be a challenge to find
someone to flt. . . .” the quallfications
nnd (hu communllyl needx Costick
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Allappy
New Year to All

Let 1985 abound with joy,
as we thank all our
customers for their

friendship and support.




