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Bouchard’s vote key as committee OKs tax-cut plan

.BYTiM RICIIARD
~8TAFP WaITER

- Gov. John Engler's 20 pcx;cenb-
-school property tax cut is on its

:'way to the full state Senato after

getting a key vote from Son, Mi-

hard

[} LANSING

sald tho item 18 worth “hundreds’
of mlllions” to schools.

»

of Big Rapids and Doug Carl of
Utica. Voting no were' Democrats
Debble Stabenow of Lansing and
Virgil Smith of Detroit,

- A‘nothcl: party llnln vote rejected

“So wo'va got some
Bouchard told the audi In

=chael B R-Bi
% Suburban school districts that
‘aro out-of-formula bitterly op-
‘posed Senate BIl 148, which the
.Senate Finance Committeo rec.
.ommended to the Senate Wednes-
day on a 3-2 party-line vote.

“1 have commitments from the
leadership,” sald Bouchard,

whose yes vote drew gaspa from
an sudienco packed with achool
officials and paronts from Livo-
nia, Birmingham, Bloamfield and
other out-of-formula dlstricts,
Bouchard said Engler’s office
and Sen. Dan DeGrow, chalr of
the Scnate Appropriations sub-
committee on school aid,
promised to;
B Addreas the loss of school reve-
nue due to the property tax cuts.
B Avold cutting school aid in a
forthcoming exccutlve order. En-
gler had reportedly eyed cutting
school ald 5 to 6 percent as a
means of closing a $400 million
state budget gap,
R Retain state funding of local
schools' retirement systems for at
Icast two fiscal years, DeGrow has
wanted to cut retirement pay-
ments for out-of-formula districts
to reduce the funding gap between
rich and poor districts. Bouchard

Volunteers
needed to help
fight crime

Partners Against Crimo (PAC)'
is hosting a aeries of introductory
ings in their now d
offices at 163 Madison, Detroit.
'AC, which began in Southe
field, belps first offenders turn
from crimo and needs to expand
their volunteer probatlon staff.
Thoso interested in helplng young
adulta change their lives are invit-
ed to attend any of the following
meetings:
W 7-9 p.m. Tueaday, Feb. 9.
+3 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10.
-11 a.m, Saturday, Feb, 13.
Call Partners Against Crime at
559-7223 for further information
and reservatione,
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an
intorview, he described himself as
“mortar between two bricks” —
Republlcan Jeaders eager to move
the bH] and his school districts
back home.

Voting yea were Republicans .

() ro-
quire the state to reimburse lost
school revenue. * ,

1f enacted, tho bill will cut 1993
asscssments for school taxes from
50 percent of market value to 46
percent; in 1994, to 42.6 percent;
and in 1995 to 40 percont. Assess.
ment | k would

Bouchard, cheir Joanne E

be held to the rate of consumer
price inflatlon, .
The Senate Fiscal Agency staff
estimated local revenuc losscs at
$460 milllon (or 8.2 percont) In
1993, then $971 million (16.2 per-
cent) and $1.3 billlon (21 percent)
In the ext two years. .
The State Treasury, however,
would save $82 million the first
year and $264 million the fourth

on incompo tax rebates to home-

owners with high property toxes,
SFA analyst Jay Worley sald,

School d d said

tneh

parent Buzie Staf.

they would take brutal hits.

Birminghom's John Hoefller
said his losses would be $4.6 mil-
lion, $11.4 million and $15 mil-
l{on over threce years — “a killer of
Tocal school dlstricts.”

Bloomficld Hills' Bob Docking
said the state should try “do-
able” reforms such as mandating
the biddlng of health care can-
tracts, statewide collective bar-
gaining and reform of the teacher
tenure law,

ford protcsted “any property tax
cut not tie-barred to revenue ro-
placement,” adding she was
“shocked at the speed” with
which the bill salled through
commlttes. ' .
Patrick Anderson, economist
for Alexander Hamilton Life In-
surance Co. in Farmington Hills,
favored the cut, saying it stimu-
Inte the economy and home pric-
¢s. Realtors and tho atate Cham-
ber of Commorce also favored it.

“For cash back take new vehlclo retsll
dulivety from dealar stock by /31103, “Lessn
paymant fos a Contlrental Executlvo Serics,
MSRP. of 533,953 Facludos tlto, texes and
liconse fos. Based on an averego capluallzed
cost af 24.manth Red Catpel Lostes pur-
chased by Ford Crodlt in the Lincoln-
Mecury Divislon Grest Lakos Reglon for
the period of 9/1/02:11/20/02. Some
pryments bigher, same lower. Seo dealer
for thelr payment and forma. Lessco
may hava the opilon, bul Ja not obllg:
aled 1o purchass the car al foase end
8l price to bo negotlaled a1 boaso
inception, Lessee Is responsiblo for
oxcess woar and 1oar and 5.1 per
mile for over 30,000, Leste subjoct
to credit appraval and Insurability
_an dotormlaed by Fotd Crodt.
Far speclal leaso fermy., tako
fow velicle ectail delivery from
dealer stock by 3/31/03. “Fotal
‘cash duo at leass Inception
Includes first manth's loato
payament, refundable securlty
depaslt and cash down
paymant. *Alwaya woar

your safoly helt.
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