The Observer/ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1993

C(A3A .

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

For as long as there's been a
Farmington Community Cen-
ter, students and parents alike
have tapped dance instructor
Shitloy St. Mary's expertise,

The Farmington Hills resi-
* dent starts her 25th year at the
community center this year,
teaching the proper moves to a
generation of preschool Lide.
Step by step, her classes have
grown.

St. Mary started out with

nine kids In 1969 at tho center,
only to Jater boast a claas sizo of
850. She loves her students;
; they feel the same about her
: classes.
i “They just love it,”” St. Mary
sald. “They'ro all dressed in
their dance shoes and their lit-
tle tutus and they say, ‘When
are we going to get going?’ "

St. Mary can relate. She was
once like them, teetering and
swaying with newly found bal-
ance as a dancer when she waa
5. She and her brother wore out
the family rug in one year.

She performed and perfocted
geveral routines through her

. Gottadancel: Dance instructor Shirley St. Mary shows off a step on the
. Community Center bricks.

Dance teacher offers
a leg up for 25 years

teens. She and her big brother
would go to the Grande Ball
room in Detroit.

“I'd sit there and not talk to
anybody. My brather told me
not to,” St. Mary sald. “I had to
bring a note from my mother te
say it was OK to be there,

*My brother would dance all
the slow dances with the other
girls. Then tho ‘Yjitterbug’ music
would come and he'd use me to
show off his dance moves.”

Her big moment came at 15,
or so she thought. St. Mary
recelved a call from her brother,
who was then in the Army.

He told her to catch a train v
Battlo Creek, where he was sta-
tioned. A jitterbug contest was
taking place.

St, Mary hopped a train, but
was met with disappointment.
Other contestanta saw the two
rehearss and thought they were
professionals, They were ineli-

gible.

“] was very disappointed,”
St. Mary said,

But not disheartened. Sho
started the St. Mary School of
Dance in Dotroit in 1950, She
later taught at the Henderson
Dance Academy.

. harks back to a simpler time —

St. Mary also worked with
preschoo] children for South-
field Parks and Recreation.

‘When the community center
opened, St. Mary was asked to
teach there, Things have pro-
gressed.

“She's a very dedicated lady,”
sald Laura Collins, a volunteer
at the community center. “Sho
really loves the kids,”

Her oxpertise lies in jazz, bal-
tot and tap. No age limit exists
for those who love dance.

St. Mary primarily works
with preschool children at the
Community Center, Shc alse
wants to start a chotus line for
people in their 308 and 405 to
brush up on thair ateps.

Tap dance, in particular,

days when Fred Astaire and
Gene Kelly lit up movie
screent,

The form {8 as popular today.

“We don't have the musi-
cals,” St. Mary said. “I think
they will como back.

“Everything does.”

For information on dance
classes, call the Farmington
Community Center at 477-8404.

Fisher Center kids spend

“It don't matter If you're black

oo

the aquares of a wallhanging cro-
nted by the children .8t the St
Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center.
i The project was completed as
part of the Spmmor Enrichment
Program at the Center. Beginning
fn June and running for eight
weeks, the summer program In-
tluded minlsessiona in matb, aci-
ience and computers.

A popular part of the program
ware the Skill Days during which
conter staff and voluntoers hel;

children leamn the baslca of infant-

\

r white” are tho worda on ano of

CPR, cooking, bicyclo repair,
crafts, music and outdoor spotta,
Educational field trips wore
also arranged to Cranbrook, tho
Farmington Fire Station, Virginia
Farrell Beauty.School and the
Observer & Eccentric Newspaper
plant.
Another popular group was the
bers mak-

summer learning, growing

wallhanging and ell other projects
completed by the youngstera were
displayed for contor ataff and resi-
dents, The wallhanging will hang
permanently in the front hall of
tho building for all to enjoy.

“Tho Summer Enrichment Pro-
gram |a 8 joint effort botween our
and the chil-

Library Club, with
ing frequent trips to the Farming-
ton Hills Library and recording
the names of all books read dur-
ing the summer. L .

A Projoct Falr was held In the
gym in. late August, The

! 3

stalf, h
dren,” sald Sister Mary Patricla,
executiva director, “Wo cach have
talonts and when pooled together,
ey croate a wonderful natu
resource of information and en-
joyment for those young people.”

Arena study skates in
with support for idea

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAFP WRITER
1t's more than tho recent hot
wenther outslde that hos eome
people in tho Farmington arca
thinking about ico.
AT i Hills i

intereat in an indoor arenn. That
did not mean the other half wero
against such a proposal, since
many were on vacation and some
did not return surveys.

But it leaves only a fraction of
the F Hills area popu-

got some answers concerning the
possibility of building and opera-
ting an ice nrena or multi-purpose
arena in the clty at a meeting
Sept. 7. X

But despite the roport from

1atlon as a sample.

“Before you can generalize, you
have to Interpret the resulta cau-
tiously,” ho said. “That’s what
sampling is 2lf about.”

The marketing study took into

ideration such factors as the

Jack Vivian, an profea-
sor and director of tho Sports Fa-
cilities Research Laboratory at
the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor, there wero plenty of
unanswered questions. Vivian
presented the 71-page report com-
missloned by the city in March to
the committee.

The roport was designed to
determine if there would be
enough people in the area to sup-
port an ice/dry-floor arena, if the
current and future demand would
make such o venture financlally
fensible, and to determine what
?ci.lvitlen would make it success-
ul.

“I was hoping for about a 65-
percent response rate,” said Vivi-
an, who alec ecouts for the New
York Islanders NHL hockey
team. “We got 49.8 percent.”

Vivian sald that means sbout
half of the 10 percent (2,188
houscholds) responding hed an

number of registered figure skat-
ers and hockey assoctations in the
area,
Among the concluslons were:

M The Farmington Hills erea has
o rapidly growing population; the
Hills population grew 28.6 per-
cent between the 1980 and 1930
census, compared with the Oak-
land County average of 7.1 per-

cont.

8 The median household income
of $146,900 s subatantially higher
than that for Oakland County
($95,400) and the surrounding

area.
B The city is cosily accessible
from the surrounding dreas,
M The current demand for ice
time at arenas in the region ex-
ceeds the supply.
& The population would be likely
to support youth hockey, adult
hockey, figure skating and public
akating.

The atudy suggested that the

clty do a cost analyais on a design
incorporating proposed and po-
tentla! uses for a facility and an
enalysis of rates for {ce time,

Some committee members said’ |
they were concerned that other
propesed arenas could offer too.
much competition. .

“Once you decide to move for-
ward, you will close off some of
the others,” he said. .

But the nagging question for
mony committee members is”
whether to try to build an arena
with public or privato money.  °

Vivian said the study found .
that the arenas making money are
privately owned or run. A clty can
offer 1and and build a building,
but a private management opera-
tion generally works best. .

Committee member Pete Jonna
sald he was worried that ice:
gports’ popularity runs in cycles.
Vivian said that is often the re-
sult of not using “feeder pro- -
grams,” such as ice skating class- -
es and public skating sessions. .
Those can generate money and °
skating interest that translate to
strong support.

He also noted that youth hock-
ey programs in St Clalr Shores
and Grosse Pointe have had to
turn away hundreds of youngsters
interested in youth hockey for
lack of facilities.

The committes will meet again
on Scpt. 28,

Drain work to close
part of 12 Mile Road

Construction on the first phaso
of the Minnow Draln project will
begin at 10 p.m, Friday, weather
permitting, and will close part of
12 Mile Road.

Dan's Esxcavating will replace
existing culverts croaning the road

just west of Dunckel Middle
School between Farmington and
Orchard Lake roads. Two-way
traffic will be maintained except
for tho weekend, The new pipe ia
scheduled to be installed by Mon-
day morning at 6. Traffic will be

detoured and aigns posted.

Other than the replacement of
culverts over the weekend, traffic
will be mointained throughout
the construction period affecting
12 Mils, scheduled through the
end of October. y
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Chair* {as shown)
rcg. $754, SALE $634
(starting fabric)
feg. $649, SALE $529

39" BocAcase
103. $39, SALE $299

87" Roll Arm Safa® {as shown) rcg. $1189, SALE $972
(stanting fabric) reg. $999, SALE $789

50° Bookease:
1eg. $499, SALE $379 §

74" Bookease
tcg. $529, SALE $479

g . CotfeeToble

reg. $479,
. SALE $429 t
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