cled
S,
ae

;ng‘é

Farmington Dbserver

- VOLUME 104 NUMBER 103

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1993 » FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN + 104 PAGES

Frerv Cente

Breath of life; It'll be quitea
homecoming for cystic fibrosis vic-
tim Kim Pearce, who has a new
lease on life. /3A

Mothers of muitipies: Double
trouble? No, doithly blessed. That's
the attitude of parents of twins
and triplets. /13A
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Good job: Farmington-area high
school seniors are named semiﬁg-
nalists in the prestigious National
Merit Scholarship Program com-
petition. /5A

Seelng Sonya: Celebrity psychol-
ogist Sonya Friedman speaks to
an audience of 800 women. /TA

A OPINION

The Attitude: Some suburbanites
have it, but they shouldn't be al-
lowed to stop something nice like a
bike path. /20A

Alive and well: The so-called ba-
sics are doing fine in the Farming-
ton School District, says guest co-
lumnist Dodie Harris. /21A
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ENTERTAINMENT,

amazing adventure film families
will enjoy. /7B .

Loving couple: Jim Nelson, for-
merly of Farmington Hills, and
Linda Water Nelson of Birming- .
ham are newlyweds who met
through the personals ads in the
Observer & Eccentric. /1C

Home decor: Look for our special
home furnishings supplement,
Creative Choices, with today’s
newspaper inserts,
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Wanted: 1 superintendent

dJan, 1.

By LARRyY O'CoxnoRr
STAYF WRITER

Tho search ison. . .

In the next fow weeks, members of
the Farmington Board of Education
will be drawing up what amounts to
thoir own want ad for the superi

Wanted: Superintendent for the Farmington School
District. The school board hopes to have Michael
Flanagan’s position filled by the time he leaves on
Flanagan will start a new, somewhat similar
job in Wayne County. .

tendent’s job, They have three
montha to fil) the spot.

Michael Flanagan announced he'a
leaving offective Jan. 1 to become the
superintendent of the Wayne County
Regional Educational Service Agency.

“I'm confident wo can ek

this in three months,” szid board
presidont Cathleen Webb, “I'm cor-
tain.we can hit tho ground running
and I'm confident we will come up
with a quality candidate.”

Soveral are expected to apply. It's
not certain, though, how many of
those will be from within the district.

The Farmington superintendont’s
job s appealing for a number of rea-

8ons.

With 11,000 students and o staff of
1,400, it’a one of the largeat districts
Ep the 9tﬁw. Also, it’s relatively stable

- 109 Suburban Conmuncalons Comorkon

Tho job pays well, too, Flanagan
carns $118,285 a year. The superin-
tendent is provided with a car, a life
insurance policy as well as medical,
dental and vision care,

As a result, there may be ds many
as 100 applicants. That doesn’t make
the task any caster for tho board.

At Tuesdoy's meeting, the board
decided to use the Michigan Associa-
tion of School Boards to assist with
the search,

Soc SUPERINTENDENT, 8A

Football Saturday in Farmington

Clos encounter: Elizabeth (left) and Christy Clos of Farmington came to Farmington High School Saturday to
see the Falcons play rival North Farmington. They come because they like the cheerleaders, according to their
father, Bob Clos, Clos, his daughters and son Robby have been in the stands for Farmington games for the past
few years. It’s the school the kids eventually will attend. North Farmington won Saturday’s game, 14-7. Fof *
more on high school sports, see the Observer sports Section.

Bush brings extensive local resume to race

Mary Bush is onc of four candi-
dates, including two incumbents, run-
ning for the Farmington City Council.
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAY? WRITER

Mary Bush sees herself as a notu-
ral for the Farmington City Council.

Aftor all, she grow up In the Farm-
Ington ares, attended Farmington
Schools K-12, graduated from North
Farmington High, and has wotked all

het life here.
Civic involvement has inclrudcd
dent of t
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The city's main selling point — &
histaric downtown — has to remain
vibrant in an economic climate that
is daunting at best. As & result, issuce
such as new businesses, parking

bl di; contin-

knows her.

“I'm running because I feel I can
make a difference,” said Bush, 40,
who lives in Pi d Condomini

and sign
ually find their way before the coun.
eil.
Bupsh said sho'll listen.
Her job as an associate broker for
Th :} realtors in Farm-

ums. " . . . I'm very anxious to serve

the community.”
Making o difference, though,
sounda a bit paradoxical, After all,
i is a ity raore

being the former b he
Chamber of the Commerce, working
on the planning committee for the
125th Anniversary Colebration and
‘l:lclng a member of the Board of Re-

i

W,
Bush knows the city; the city .

into self-presorvation,

Bush is one¢ of the first to say
Farmington I8 well-run. The only
burning issue ‘of recent times has
been o debate over a 28-foot clock
tower.

ington Hills has taught her how to
mediate and negotiate.

The job has also offered her a keen
insight to downtown development.
She helped negotiato the salo of the
house downtown for the new tea room
scheduled to open.

Bush was also involved in negotia-
tlons with downtown businesses as

Soco BUSH, 8A

Mary Bush

Area congressmen react to health plan

By Doua FUNKE

STAFP WRITER
The president
proposes, the
Congress disposes.

Keep that in
€ mind as Presi-
© dent Bill Clin-
HEALING OUR

ton's nationsl
HEALTH CARE healthecare re-
SYSTEM form plan wends
AL its way through
the legislative

process. :

What you heard Inst night is only a

starting point, members of Congress
emphasize, & focus to begin a groat
debate on'an issue that touches
ovory American.What you see now
isn't necessorily what you get in the
ond. )
*[ think it's going to be a longtime,”
said Joe Knollenberg, R-Bleomfield
Hills, whose district includes Birm-
o1 Rloomfiald P

Redford and most of Southficld and
Livonia, -

*I expect nothing in *93 at ail,por-
hopa somothing very limited in ‘94,
Thore's juat too many sides on this,”
he said, ’ . .

At lenst five other bills addressing

" health caro havo been proposed in.

Congress, Knollenberg sald. -
- * think what that says is nobody is

7 .

roally happy with what they seo .
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Bedslda manner: Registered nurse Barb Houdan of Farmington Hills, working in
i fon & tionsto .

MORE STORIES INSIDE:
ORE STORIES INSID

*Clinon's plan at a glanco-16A4

*Business and labor react-164

»Canadian hoalth care: A model for the
US.2-154

+ Answars to commonly asked quastions
about hoath care 164 °

+What hoalth care professionlals have to
say~17A

*Raal lite: One lamily's exporence with the
hoalih care systam=17A

part of that community and Troy.
Like Kildeo, Levin anticipates

much more bipartisan political con-

sonsus on this issue than Clinton’s

Botsford Hospital’s

latory section, gives pi

)
Kathy Harkins of Livonia, who recently ungferwenl fooi surgery.

coming down from the administra-
»

“I think riever beforo haoa so much
hought gone into legislati

tion and want to offer all i
hesald.:

The health care task fﬁrm chaired

.by Hillary Rodham Clinton set two

broad goals - to'meke basic hoalth
care Borvices available to overy
-American ond to get a handlo on spi-
raling medical costa,

Dale Kildeo, D-Flint, who repro-
sents the Rocheater area, says the
mood in Congress is to get soma-

thing done. . . T

and Rapublicans is let's do it."
: As was tho cae in the president's

deficit: reduction/economic recovery™
plan, the devil will be in tho details.
_ dlo of the fray os a membor of the

democ:

“This {s going to bo »
o lot of

ratic process in the sense o

inputs, n lot of dobato and signifi- :
cant change,” said Sander Lovin; D. |
Suuthﬁp!d, who ropresenta’a amail,

axs
porta brought in, as'in this,” he said, |
*“Tho mood hero among Domocrats | stal : i
>4 {gsue; the feeling 'of insecurity
" whether health caro will be avail-

“The _hcurlﬁtrmun'quu across party
lines, guggrnbhlc lines, income

lines,” Lovin said.

I think the'president is right mov-
ing this nlong, trying to broak the
status quo. We've got to address this

able,” Lovin said,

Ho expocta. to bo right in tho mid-

powerful, tax-writing Houso Ways
and Menns Committee and as vico
chalrman of ita hoalth subcommit.




