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‘What do you want to be when you grow up?

BY T4 BMITH
'AYY WRITER
tnnlthﬂoo.hommnm.nnt

Alameda Early Childhood
Center pre-schoolers have a long
way to go before worrying about
things such as jobs and careers.

But they were enthralled just
the samo recently, when parenta
vigited their classroom to show-
and-tell about their particular
livelihoods.

There was Andrea Batten's
father, Dan Batten of Delphi
Automotive, demonstrating the
wonder of the bar code. Batten
incorporated the familiar verti-
cal line-laden imprint, found on
virtually everything these days,
onto name tags for each child in
pre-school teacher Debbic
Licavoli'a classroom.

When he used his bar code
scanner on ench “Hello, My
Name Is” name tng, it revealed

that particular child's name on
the read-out screen.

*“I compared {t to the bar code
nn a box of cereal,” Batten said.

“It says that this label has cer-
tain information, that this is a
box of Fruit Loops, for example.
Well, because 1 work at Delphi,
the parts are too big to have in
the grocery store,”

But a bar code provides useful
information, even for outaide o
grocery store — such as the part
aumber and where it is !a be
shipped, Batten added. .

And there was Robbie Kuutti-
la’s father, Eric Kuuttila, talking
about life as o carpenter and
supervising the construction of
exhibite for extravaganzaa such
as the Dotroit Auto Show,  °

Eric showed the children what
a tool belt looks like and handed
out “giveawaya,” namely plastic
cars and postcards of the auto

show, held each January at the
Col nter.
“It’s & lot of fun,” said Eric,

after his segment. “They scemed ”

pretty interested.”
Other parents came in to dis-
c;xu everythinz from teuchmg

dream is to be & princess, while
Nathan Brackenbury looks for-
ward to a carcor as a doctor.
Nate Weston apparontly
wants to follow in his father
Paul's footsteps. His dad, one of
the presenters, owns a medical
equipment business and the

aign nurs-
ing to driving a lchool bus.

“It’s to learn about the world
around us and the things people
do,” explained Licavoli, At this
age (3-4), thoy're grasping it.”

In fact, the y in her

younger Weston wants to own a
company someday, too, Licavoli
said.

So oven at ages 3 and 4, the
wheels are turmng about the
future,

class often gat together by the
sandbox te chat, *They talk
about ‘What do we want to do
when we grow up? You know,
inspirational sorts of things,” the
teacher continued.

Career choices slready are
taking ahape,
- Robbie Kuuttila wants to be n
daddy. Sarah Dillon wants to be
a mommy. Rachel Demchuk’s

For the porents who visited
Licavoli's clagsroom to show a
little bit of what they do for a
living, the experience waa a
rewarding one,

*I love this stuff,” said Dan
Batten, “This is what makes the
whole kid experience fun. I like
bemg involved with the kids.”

CABLE CONNECTION

TW requires switch to digital for premium channels

Do you want to continue to
receive your premium services
(like HBO and ShowTime)?
Then you'll have to make the
switch to digital.

Time Warner Cable has made
the decision to offer theso ser-
vices vin digital only. This i{s not
something that is regulnted by
the FCC or the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commisaion
(SWOCC). So, the cable opera.
tors can make what they consid-
er to be their own beat busi

“ald” box, And you can still view
ESPN, CNN, Nickelodeon, you
locnl broadeast channels and
your local access channels.
SWOCC has rocoived some
calls from unhappy subscribers
even though SWOCC has no
Jjurisdiction in this arena. Sub-
scribers don't want to pay more
for this digital servica, It will
cost extra for a digital box (the
company comes to your home to
hook up this new box). The pre-
mium pack are also ct

decision when it comes to premi-
um channels,

And most of the cable opera-
tors are going digital. It allows
them to provide more channels,
It alao provides for interactivity.
For instance, you may be able to
order pay-per-view movies with
the push of a button on your
remote, rather than making o
telephone call.

Now remember you don't have
to make the switch to digita) if
you don't want the premium ser-
vices, The basic and expanded
basic channels (2-65, 96-96, 98-
99) will still be available on your
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from what you used to receive.
SWOCC can't prevent the opera-
tor from making this mova since
it's a market decision, not a reg-
ulatory one.

Some feel that if thero were a
cable competitor this wouldn't
hoppen. First, most coble com-
panies are making the switch to
digital. Second, there is direct
cable competition in less than 1

percent of the cable markets in
the country. And that competi-
tion isn't coming from cable com-
penies, its coming from the
phone companies (which are pro-
viding the digital service, too),

For instance, you just don't se¢
a Time Warner and a8 MediaOne
in the same market. For many
reasons, SWOCC, too, would like
to see competition. In fact, more
than two years ago, we were
talking to Ameritech New Media
(the only cable competitor in the
Motro arca) when they were
bought by a new parent compa-
ny which haa mado the decision
not to expand at this time.«

But thet doesn’t mean there
isn't any competition. Some resi-
dents have turned to satellite
dishes for their premium choic-
es, retaining cable for the basic
servico only, Others opt to rent a
videa when they want to see a

first-run movie,

Caren Collins is the executive
director of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is at 7 p.i.
Tuesday, May 1 at Novi Ci}y
Hall. The next CAC mecting is

7 p.m. Tucsday, April 10, 6!
SWOCC. Thenext Q& A scasidn
i8 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 1
Swocc.

Digital age:
Daniel Bat-
ten, Andrea’s
dad, shows |
pre-schoolers
how to read
bar codes
with a hand-
held scanner
during career
day. Parents
helped stu-
dents at
l Alameda

} Early Learn-
ing Center
with career
exploration.

BTAT? PHOTO
Y BRL Brestrx

OU receives alcohol alternatives grant

The Michigan Department of
Community Health awarded
Oakland University a $21,000

and create many more positive
social outlets on campua for our
atudents,” said M”T, Beth Sny-

grant to fund a social
or fresh

that will provide poaitive alter-
natives to alcohol use,

*With a third year of funding
from the State of Michigan, Onk-
land University will be able to
continue its efforts to reduce
underage and abusive drinking,

der, vice
airs.

The alcohol-mentoring pro-
gram has glven new students
thc opportunity to take part in;
numerous programs and events:
that helps them understand the.
dangers of using alcohol nnd

drugs.
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Think
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Our Incredible Hair Removal
Specials will get you ready?

248-865-2800

CALL NOw!

FEUALELPPERLS

Featured Tr.afmenll
Women: Underarms G visits

Shuttle Service to

| MotorCity Casino

$5.00 per person includes:

Free All-You-Can-Eat Buffet

Luxury Motorcoach Transportation
Busas depart from:
Ann Arbor e Brighton « Canton e Clinton Twp » Dearborn
Detrolt ¢ Flint » Hamtramck » Highland Park » Lansing ¢ Livonia

Pontlac * R le » Sagl . . 181
St. Clalr Shores * Sterling Helghts/Warren » Taylor ¢ Westland
DON'T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT

‘OUR NEW SATURDAY DEPARTURES!

bRy

casino
For times, locations and reservations, call:

1-800-254-3423

Open Sundays

Servioe poved by Casino Crisaine and i nct sffiltad wth MotorChy Casina. Corteln
restrictions soply, Must be 21 yoars okl, Vish us 81 www.

[ rou bet more vran you can af ey o O Ty Caro e
youve gt m:—xmamu 2 E7CT00 beven Eertaevrens LiC.
A righta reservad. Lol

for free,
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You've always known she was
headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in
11¢h grade? ’

I your 11¢h or 12th grader has a career goal in engineering, compurer science

or mansgement, he or she can begin courses now that will pmvide a jump

scart on a college degeee - while still in high school,

Ad d Technology Academy, an i pubhe :l\mrt khml opened

on the campus of Lawrence hiield, this fall,

The academy is designed to blend the last two years ol' high school with the

first two years of college, with students caming up to s year of sdvanced

college placement while cbraining & high schoo! diploma.

Smdmn st ATA have access to experienced inscructors, high tech facilities and
y resources, including the library, and science labs, the

ﬁeld house and dining facilities.

Twition i1 free, bus space is limited,

Enroliment Open House
Registration for Fall 2001

Saturday, April 7, 2001,
9am-11 am

ACADEMY ]

Our FDA approved Intense Pulsed tight 22 Now

aquipment has a highor rating for removing S?S\O o $300 T

halr than our compotitors’ Lasara, 1t Is safs,

palnioss and effoctive on ail shin colors, MO Front or Daciof Neck & visits

E a -

during your FREE Indlvidual Consultation. W oy $200 TIATIE
Our exclusive FotoFacial™ uses

Lasors, Light and More for

30% OFF HAIR PACKAGES
All Sales End April 1411

Ofera Hmited to frat-time wotomers aad sad April 14, 3081

amazing skin rejuvenation.

e OPCHARD MALL
IO AN B AD
2389 Orchard Lake R4
Wes! Biooméedd, MI

FREE PERSONAL CONSULTATION  §

Our Equity Line has
a built-in advantage:

®

A $50 Home Depot
gift card.
Standard Federal Bank’s Equity Line lets you
tumn big purchases into tiny payments.
* One of the lowest home equity rates in town —

Prime minus 1/2%"° on lines of $100,000

and more

* Interest-only payments

* A $50 Home Depot gift card when you open
with a $10,000 draw

« And much more!

Sign up today at your Standard Federal
Banking Center or by calling us toll-free at:

1-877/732-8240

Helping You Along The Way™

Standard Feders! Bank
Member of the ABN AMRD Group

www.standsretederaidank.com

Standard
Tederal
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