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Crime, specifically narcotics
:d juventle delinquency, will
become the major issue in the
local race for mayor,

s An exemplary performance
by the Police Department’s vice
 squad, sadly understaffed,

By Dwight Jarrell

who are giving untold hundreds
of hours to their jobs.

On one recent week they spept
56 hours in court, alone, The
traffic is in cocaine and mari-
juana and the weed is growing
in abundance as more and more

hugely overworked, has cooled
the drug scene locally withan
unparalleled court record of
more than 70 convictions out
of 90 cases.

It's been an unrelenting war
around the clock for vice cops
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trn on with pot: Yet despite
efficiency of Livonia's vice
squad and the panic among
pushers, both incumbent Mayor
HARVEY MOELKE amd top po-
lice brass have been reluctant
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to talk. It’s anyone’s guess why
the decisicn to Impose a lid
of secrecy.up to now. Politics,
probably, and what else could
it be.-But, as a local political
seer observed; Mayor Moelke
should have taken heed of what

Mary Beck did toDetrolt Mayor -

Jerome Cavanagh with the
crime on the street lssue.
Moelke’s opponent inthe cur-
rent campaign, Council Pres=
ident PETER VENTURA, could
(and will try) to outdo even
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stat for the degree
and then forget it.
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You can always count on a warm welcome

when you cozy. up your

home with Gas heat. Somehow, the family
seems happier and more relaxed just know-
ing that all you need to do is set the thermo:

of warmth you desxre

clean, carefree, low-cost

heating comfort, get the facts about depend-.
able, economical Gas heat.
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Miss Beck. deau.sm, alone,
will - afford him no end of po~

- Utical stones ..$20,000 in park -

playground equipment destroy<-
ed last year, including 20 pub-
lic park benches biirned; $29,«
000 worth of windows broken

in Livonla schools; an unpre-
cedented wave of destruction

FRANK KERBY
during Halloween; an all-time
number of vandalism com-
plaints at Christmas time, a

. the City has mied to tear down

an old eyesore of a house gut-
ted by fire on her street.

Answer: A few other neighe
bors asked the same thing along
with the question of how a four-
family -dwelling could be bullt
in 2 neighborhood zoned for
single residences. Theé. Obs *
server went to Chief Inspector
FRANK A, KERBY of Livonia’s
Bureau of Inspection for the
answer, The house, at 33665
Orangelawn, was bullt before
1952 wheén the zoning ordinance
went into effect which makes
its four-family occupancy valld
though nonconforming,

In 2 fire on Sept. 29, 1967,
it was damaged in excess of
50 per.cent'assessed valuation
and an application by the owners
to rebuild it was denled by the

* Bureau of Inspection. Kerby’s

office ordered the bullding
boarded up and secured against
trespass’on Oct, 3, 1967, and
torn down within'90 days.

. The ownershad complied with

the order to board it up by
Oct. 18, and on Jan. 9, 1968,

they requested an extension of
the. razing order because of an
insurance dispute. The exten-
slon was granted to April 8,
1968, In the meantime, an Ob-

y of the
times. Even the Christmastree
Iights stolen from in front of
City Hall.

..
There’s trouble ahead for
Livonia’s curfent hausing

boom....a bullding trades strike
expected to pull the roof in
in May. Last year, 954 new
homes were built here and in-
dustrial and commercial con=
struction amounted to $28.5
million.

“ This year, to date, the boom
includes 300 new homes, 70
per cent of them in the $30,000
class range, In the coming
strike, carpenters will seek
2'$9.25 hourly wage stretched
out in three $1,50 hourly in
creases in the next two years.

P .

server reporter that
vandals had broken into the

burnt out structure by remov-

ing boards that covered the
fear door and 2 window, Kerby
has ordered the owners to re-
secure the property within 48
hours.

Last year, Kerby’s office
condemned 40 such houses
whnich, he explains, are usually
«rtired, worn out bulldings not
fit for human habltation and a |
menace both to octupants and
nelghbors,” But you don’t just
arbitrarily tear a house down *
for truly by law and Constitu-
tion 2 man's home is, indeed,
nis castle,

It takes a court order and
usually about six months to
accomplish the fact, and then
the case must be proven far

Livonia's
swers an average of 50 calls
a year to rescue kids locked
in bathrooms, That’s more calls
than the department had in fire
alarms in the first year of its
existence. That year they had
35 runs. In comparison, the
department ' made 1,755 ruis
last year, 901 of them on fires,
(Total estimated loss: §$381,~

beyond 2 point, Va-
cant homes of any type attract
vandals, Kerby says. One on
Pplymouth Rd,, west of Farm-
ington, standing. vacant while
its owner awaited renters or
buyers, was broken into and set
afire twice.

It now -has been condemned
and boarded up, The boarded
windows and doors aredeslgned

calls, and 520 involving emer~
gency rescue work and first
ald, There were 87fdlsealarms
in 1967, the latter category
always showing a marked ten-
dency to increase immediately
following  safety lectures to
school children.

The price of a $7,000 pumper
then has risen to$20,000 now,
and’ there have been numerous
other changes over the years
except for Fire Chief CALVIN

as chief ever since the doors
to Livonfa's first fire house

* opened inNovembér, 1941. Rob=

erts got the job in a most
roundabout manner.

The first piece of equipment
was purchased by a group of
citizens who suddenly remem-
bered they bad no place tostore
it,

He was operating 2 service
station and they asked if they
could parkthe truck there. in
order for him to move the
truck out ‘of his garage during
the working day, he had to
join the volunteer department
because .of insurance regula-
tions. Then they elected him
chief because he was always
handiest to the fire engine,
Later, i 1947, the Clty’s first
fire house was a garage hebuilt
at his home at 11680 Merriman
and rented to the City for $25.
He's never been far away
from a fire engine since,

.

Any number of people claim
they breathe a lot easler when
they get back home to Livonia
after a trip to Detroit. Fact Is,
air pollution here is as low
as 12 tons (a ligh of 20 tons) of
dust per square mile per month,
Compare this to some down-
river communities, Including
South Dearborn, where the at-
mosphere .carries as high as
120 tons every 30 days of the
year. Livonia, Plymouth and
Northville have the cleanest
air in all of Wayne County.

s s n

For lulls In conversation:
Livonia has the largest storm
drains in Micligan, some mea~
suring 13 feet six inches in
diameter and welgung 29 toans,

Question: A fady on Orange-
Jawn telephoned to inquire why

FREE BY WAL

The Inside Story
of Nerve Deafness.
to those interested
a card or phone call will do
anather
community service of
Clarence Johnson
owner
Cooperative
Hearing Aid Center
15651 W. McNichols |
Detroit, Michigan 48235

BR 2-3070

ROBERTS, He’s been on thejob |

to protect chil=
dren from an attractive nui-.
sance” and to keep out unde-
sirable persons. Biggest prob-
lems are teen-agers breaking
in and such places are broken
into so often, and So many
orders feiSsued to owners to

- of desperation, The Furean of

resecure them, that

INSIDE CITY HALL * *Crime Emerges As Major Polztzcal Issue

=4

the owners tear them down out

Inspection under Kerby; en-
forces various b ccdss
and ordinances and last year
made over’ 40,000 personzl in=
spections.
s oe e

Downtown lemu.‘.or. more
precisely, Five Muza.ud Farm-
ington Rd., wheTe visionaries
such as Cuum:llmzn EDWARD
MILLIGAN  see a downtown
arising in the future...today is
a wide spot in the road, But
even that s nrogress for it
is the 24-foot’ wlde, hzll-mll

_The Things Things
We Say,

By RUBY SHANNON
“"Gossip” means to chatter
or to taik idly, usually:about
the affairs of others. A person
who indulges-in this idle talk
is also called a gossip. |

Used as a verb or a noun,
*gossip” does not have a good
connotation.

England to bave godparenls
for their chijdren. the persons
so designfled  were' called
ls|bbe meaning

“Two Gentle-

play.
" Shakespeare

had ghssips lsponsors for her
[ vet 'tis a maid.

i her master’s senam
and gerves for wages."

Goflparents -were usually
hos n from distant relatives.

incé they did not see the
other relativés except at rare
intervals. there was usually
much small talk and exchange
of news at a christening.

This led to the general im-
pression that god-sibbes were
idle chatterers. In time, their
name Was adopted for anyone
engaged in idle talk.

MURRAY S S

FIX UP .~ PAINT—UP - CLEAN up‘

long on
. that ends at Five Mile and was,,

Just recently comple

Though & 1s squeezed Into
a '120-foot ' right-of~way, and
ends abruptly at the Five Mile
and Farmington intersection
occupled by three gas stations
and a hamburger stand, the
councilman sees it as a step
in the creation of a commu~
nity image for Livonia, And too
many people today, he thinks,
consider Livonia a suburbia
bedroom because it lacks total-
ly any feeling:-of a city or
the communny pride and spirit

sucha
sh, ~
“We're just one bigsuburb,*?
he laments, and certainly with
reason, Milligan’s: crusade
dates back to 1965 when he
bired an artist,out of his own
pocket, to draw the concept of
2 dowitown Livonla radiating
from the hub of Five Mlle and
Farmington, )
It brought his fellow councile
men around to redesl
Farmington Rd., then o
drawing board, |o Include the
boulevard section opened last
Fall,
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Over 1500 color harmonies to choose from.
You will find exactly the coldrs you want to
bring new beauty to every roomin your home.
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THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS Co.

863- Penniman
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Daily 8-6 p.m.
Fri. 8-8:30 p.m.
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