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Blooming PI

Repotting means moving a
plant from one contatner to an-
other, Changing a plant to a
smaller ‘pot sometimes 18 the
way to bring it into bloom.
This is partlcularly true of
Alrican violets, amaryllis, be-
gonlas and geranlums, which
bloom best when slightly pot-
bound,

Plants growing In large tubs
and planters are difficult to
repot, However, once ayearal-
most all container grown plants
should be glven some new sotl, it
practical. One way to do  tsto
top-dress, Remove some of the
old soil by digging down one
fach of more, replacing it with

new soil. The idea is to add’

23 much new soll as possible
withowt  damaging the root
system of the plant.

M e .

A GOOD SOIL mixture for
top-dressing Includes one part
good garden sofl or compost,
“one part peat and one part sand
or vermiculite or perlite, To &
peck of this mixture add one-
half cut bohe meal and one-
half cup blood meal. Use this
mixziure to replace the old soll
you remove from the contalner,

Changing a plant to a larger
pot Is needed when the soll
Yall becomes matted with roots,
To find owt, tap the pot rim
on the table edge to far the
sofl ball free. Plants should

be Tepotted only Qru: they are
growng as othetwise there

»would be no root growth to

penetrate the fresh sofl.

Soak new clay pots for sev-
eral hours In a bucket of wa-
ter, Otherwise they will be so
dry that their walls will ab-
sorb the mofsture Intended for
plant roots. Before re-using
any kind of pot, scrub it clean,
Plastic and glazed ones are
easy; treat them like dishes,
To clean old, dirty clay pots,
put them 1 a bucket and pour
bofling water over them. Add
a half cup of bleach and let
them stand for a few hours.
Then they will brighten up with
Just a little scrubbing.

When transterring aplanttoa
larger pot use a new pot one-
half to one Inch larger across
the top, Slip the plant inside
and pwt new soll under and
around It.

The foregoing is in answer
to one of the questions being
asked by gardeners.

Q.0ur new home is in a
woodland area and we are an-
xjous to landscape so that the
naturalistic appearance will be

. preserved. Can you offer some

suggestions for a do-it-your-
self project?

A.1f the plot 1s heavily wood~
ed, you will want to sort out
trees that you will keep and get
Tid of those thit are wneces-
sary or unhealthy, Trees ina
woodland are constantly subject
to the law of survival of the
fittest. Many of your trees may
soon be losers fn this battle,
Cull out the poorer trees and
give the more desirable ones a
better chahce, Limiting com-
petition, fertilization, insect
control and careful pruning witl
help the remaining trees ac-
quire their natural beauty,

After getting rid of unneeded
trees, you may be faced with
the problem of eliminating un-
wanted brush and vines such
as poison Ivy and honeysuckle,
Much of this growth can be
removed mechanically by grub
hoe and brush hook, but dont
depend on this method alone.
Chemical trush killers used
carefully will help clean up the
area and keep it clean, Amino-
triazole is very effective an
polson vy and honeysuckle,
Keep it off the plants you wish
to keep because it may kill
them also, Use of 2, 4, 5-T
between October and April s
effective on general brush ap-
plled as a directed spray to
the base of the plants, Also,
2, 4-D plus 2, 4, 5-T applied
to follage will work effectively.

A period of two to three
years should be allowed to rid
a wooded area,of mwanted
brush before planting orna-
mentals, In most cases, fallen
leaves can be leR In place
without their hampering brush
control.

Meanwhile, paths through the
Wooded portion can be planned
and constructed, The paths may
be just compressed earth or
youg can use flagstone, slate,
wood motnds or other pavlng
that will .blend into the sur-
roundings. The paths will be
the avenues from which you view
future plantings, The paths and
plantings should give the 01~
lusion  of ' wandering through
quiet, secluded woodlands,

Your woodland areawillbean
excellent place to use the shade

RED HOT BRAKES

Addition of small amounts
of nickel to the cast iron used
in brake-drums for heavy con=

, struction equipment has made
it possible for the drums to
operate to red heat without
faflure.

loving shrybs, ground covers,
bulbs, ferns and wild flowers,
Many of the plants, once prop-
erly established, will be nearly
matntenasice free. .
Lawns . require coostant
maintenaice and it may be ad-
visable to plant grass coly
where 1t Is needed for play
areas or where a uniform car-
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pet-or turt will give the Jand-
scape effect you desire,

Some of the plants suttable
for woodland _gardens inelude
azaleas, rhododendrons, blve-
berries, drooping leucothoe,
abelia, holly, Japanese skim-

mia, mountaln laurel, winter-
green barbarry, witch hazel,
box huckeberry, ajuga, jlily-
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Q.We want to plant 2 few
trees for:shade as well as or-
namentation, However, there is
a problem of helght wo yould
like to solve first, My husband
5 a radio amateur and tall

/txaes are undesirablé too close
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to an antenna, We would like
to know, it we plant a young
maple and a ginkgo, how tall
will they be fn five years?

A,The rate of growth of any
tree will depend, to a large
degree, on soll fertilify and
avallable moisture. Even the
slaw growing oaks will grow
much faster if properly planted
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in a favorable environment and
kept woll fertilized, Some new-
1y planted trees Mterally stand
still for years because their
roots were allowed to dry out
seriously while they were out of
the gromd or the sofl ball was
not kept moist, or they were
poorly planted, Normally, trees
grow faster than most pecple

realize, There are no' good
tigures available for five years,
but Morton Arboretum, Lisle,
L., does have total growth fig-
ures for 10 yeirs, Here are

ants F lourish After Bemg Repotted .

30 feet; Chinese elm, 31 feet;
moline _elm, 30 feet; ginkgo,
14 feet; sycamore, 34 feet; Eu-
ropean beech, 15 feet; black wal~
out, 15 feet; horse chestnut,

))XB feet; red oak, 18 feet, white

some of them; sllver maple,
25 feet; sugar maple, 22 feet;
Norway maple, 15 feet; pin cak,

16 feet; and, Washington baw-
thorn, 18 feet, This growth
Tate may not prevall in every
ares, but i does give a gen-~
eral idea of what to expect

oak, 13 feet; American elm,
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