~ Experiments become best sellers

Two famous experimental show cars
of the 1960s—the 1962 Mustang I and
the 1963 Mustang Il—have been do-
nated by Ford Motor Company to two
Detroit-area museums for display at
special exhibits.

The Mustang | and a supply of spare
parts was donated to the Edison In-
stitute. independent of Ford Motor Co..
for display in the Henry Ford Museum
in Dearborn. The Mustang iI—no rela-
tion to the present Mustang Il produc-
tion car—was donated to the Detroit
Historical Society for Detroit Historical
Museumn exhibits.

The Mustang I. a completely oper-
ational two-seat sports car, is powered
by a 91.4 cubic-inch V4 engine devel
oped for the Ford of Germany car of
the 1960s. It delivers 100 horsepower
and has a top speed of 117 mph. The
engine is located behind the cockpit but
forward of the rear axle and uses a
four-speed manual transmission.

THE CAR HAS an extremely low sil-
houette—only 28.8 inches high at the
peak of the hood and 39.4 inches at the
top of its airfoil roil bar. Mustang I's
wheelbase is 90 inches and the overall
length is 154 inches. The body is made
of aluminum and the car weighs only
1,500 pounds.

The accelerator. brake and clutch
pedals are adjustable four inches, per-
mitting the seat structure for both driv-
er and passenger to be a fixed part of
the body. rather than movable as in
conventional cars. The steering column
features a three-inch adjustment for in-
dividual driving comfort.

The Mustang | show car was de-
signed and built at the Ford Research
and Engineering Center in Dearborm
and was unveiled Oct. 7, 1962, at the
Watkins Glen. N.Y., auto races. Later
it was displayed at major auto shows,
college campuses and engineering so-
ciety meetings.

The little car provided its name,
sporty image and some appearance {ea-
tures—but no mechanical components—
to the production-1965 model Mustang
destined to go on public sale April 17,
1964.

By contrast, the 1963-vintage Mus-
tang Il was a highly stylized and little-
disguised prototype of the production
model, and was displayed by the com-
pany to test public reaction to the forth-
coming 1965 Mustang.

THE MUSTANG 1] show car has a
conventionally f{ront-mounted. 289-
cubic-inch, high-performance V-8 en-
gine with a four-speed manual transmis-
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Two famous experimental show cars of the 1960s, the Mustang | (above)
and the-Mustang II, have been donated by Ford Motwor Company to two
Detroit-area musesums. The production-1965 modet Mustang was introduced
in April 1964. Firat year sales were more than 400,000 the highest for any new
car introduced by FoMoCo.

sion. It is 188.6 inches long, 68.2 inches
wide and 48.4 inches high, with a 108
inch wheelbase. The production-1965
model Mustang had similar dimen-
sions. except it was five inches shorter
overall and almost three inches higher.

The (our-passenger Mustang I
car also has a detachable ha roof
similar to those on the original 198557
Thunderbird models.

When this car was unveiled at Wat-
kins Glen in October 1963—one year
after introduction of the Mustang ‘1
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show car—Lee A. Iacocca, then Ford
vice president and Ford Division gener-
al manager and now Ford Motor Com-
pany president, told newsmen: ‘The
Mustang 11 was designed (o test the
market appeal of a car of this type that
rhight sell for less than $3,000."

Six months later the 1965-model Mus-
tang was introduced with a suggested
retail price of $2.MS. First-year sales
were 418.812—the highest for any new
car introduced by Ford Motor Com-
pany. :

Sales. And we will GO everything we ~

THE NEW OLDS HAS MORE TO OFFER
IN 1976 THAN EVER BEFONE -
STOPIN - GET THE PACTS!

t
GRAND RIVER at DRAKE RD. ¢ FARMINGTON HILLS o 478-0500——

Cial




