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Tweary Five Cents

Police probe student’s classroom death

By RON GARBINSKI
and STEVE BARNABY

Robert Kourtjian, a 13-year-old East
Junior High Schoo! student. died
Friday afternoon of a suspected clec:
trocution while working at n grinding
machine in a shop class. say police of-
ficials.

The eigfith grade youth, son of Mr.
and Mrx. Wallace Kourtjian of 30089
Fiddiers Green In Farmington. was
working with the heavy duty shop ma-
chine when fellow students heard him
moan and then collapse on the floor,
said Farmington Hills Dircctor of Pub-
lic Safety -Ronald Halko

The shop teacher and claxsmates im-
mediately raced over to Kourijan
and pulled the machine's plug from
the wall socket. The instructor
then began to give the boy artificial

uth-4 sth artificial

Within minutes. the Farmington
Hills police. fire and rescue squads re-
sponded to the emergency call and
hurried Kourtjian to Botsford General
Hospital, where a team of specialists
was waiting for the ambulance

“At 11:15 Friday moming, our sta-
tion received a call from the school
saying that a student might possibly

For elementary students

have been electroauted Within min-
ules, al 11:19 to be exact, the boy was
. Botsford Hospital receiving treat;
ment. Before officers arrived on the
scene, the shop teacher and assistant

“But st 12:40 in the afternoon, we
received word from the hospital that
effort to save him failed
had died.”

“Apparently, Kourtjian was
ing with the grinding machine
he received & shock and collasped.”
Holko said “We are not sure whether
it definitely was an electrocution or

¢

whether something else caused hum to
collapse. But right now (Friday night)
& apparently looks like that is the
cause.”

school immediately called the Farm-
ington Hills police and faculty mem-
bers tried to save the yoth by udng
mouth4o-mouth resuscitation and

heart massage.

Police quickly sealed off the
school’s shop area and gxﬂs-uld
anything that could serve as a pos-
sible due why Kourtjian might have
collapsed while working in the shop.

Science takes on new approach

Elementary students in the Farm.
ington Schoo! Distnict are enthusiastic
about a new approach to keaming sci-
ence

Instead of the textbook method of
leamning. students are conducting ex-
periments on their own and drawing
conclusions from their observations.
They are watching ecological sytems
@ow and witnessing lfe cycles

“Everyone is-really excited about
this program. The district started it in
the fall, and so far it has been quite

Ing the first semester, students work
in the physicalscience areas The sec.
ond semester is devoted to a study of
Tile sciences and how they work. 1t in-
cludes an examination of how man
fits imo this scientific structure.
“Students are learning firsthand
from lab experiments and are now
taking an active part in discovering
what science is all about,” Delewsky
continued  “'Instead of asking ques-
tions, they are finding out for them-
selves Instead of just reading text-
books. they are actively in

After four two-
year pilol programs. we [inally de
cided on the one we are using now.”
said Frank Delewsky, principal at
Wooddale Flementary School and di-
rector of the science program at the
elementary “ level

‘The science program is taught in all
17 elementary schools at every grade
level 1t is divided into two parts. Dur

Frank Delewsky (left) and Gordon Johnson
check over the master life sciances culturing
center at Larkshira Elementary School. At this

AT EACH GRADE level. studerts
learn about a different phase of sc-
ence. In the life-science program, stu.
dents in the first grade start with or-
ganisms. and. through the sixth
grade. they learn about life cycles.
populations, environments, commu-
nities and eco-systems

“This is only the first year of the

program, bt conceivably, as we prog-
ress, students will go through this
whole system of learning When they
leave the elementary level, they will
be better ecologically and scien-
Ufically educated

“The program attempts to widen
their scope of scientific knowledge at
an early age. And that's really
needed. especially in this day of tech-
ml:giu) advancement.” Delewsky
said.

The most important factor in the
life-science program is actual student
observation of live animals—{rogs. in-
sects. chameleons and fish—going
!hrwc:mn‘plﬂe life cycles. They wit-
ness the various stages of a tadpole.
see (ish grow, and handle chame-
leons. They see how wheat grows.
how crickets feed on wheat and then
how chameleons eat crickets to sur-
ve.

“'Studerts. are able lo watch frogs
and chameleors eal. fish grow and

center the district maintains live animal speci-
mens used in all elementary science classes.
(Staft photo by Harry Mauthe) -

Twins win contest

When they come home from Provi-
dence Hospital In about two weeks,
the pewborn twin daughters of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Peans of Farm-
ington Hills will ride In style.

The girls. Angela Marie and Re-
becca Ann, won the Farmington Area
Jaycette gift of the loan of an Infant
Love Seat for as long as needed. In
the case of the twins, the group came
through with two scats for the family
to use. -

it's part of the Buckle Up Babes
(BUBS) project which the Jayceites
launched late last month

The couple were delighted with
their gis which came when the twins
were (he first bables bomn during
BUBS week, Jan. 511

Mrs. Peans sald, “We had read
about, the offer in the paper and

planned to rent them. The bables are
fine. just fine and will be home in
about two weeks. as soon as they
weigh (ive pounds.” -

The twins are the first children for
the Hills couple who were happy (o ac-
cept the gift-loan. (e

In the meantime. the Ja; have
been sy promoting both the seat
rental and vehicle salety in general.
After an sppearance on 4 local TV sta-
tion, which was seen by 8 GM execu-
Uve, they were invited o be a part of
the GM display at the auto show.

Publidty chairman for the BUBS
campaign Mary Ann Brady said.
“Harriet Reed, Sue Zurills and 1. &9
well as many (rom the general mem-
bership. will be down at the mso
show both weekends. .

yl

“We won't be selling the infant
seats as much as talking about au-
ety. One GM exeautive

multiply. or see 3 mealworm go
through its various growth stages Stu-
derts see how life sustaining and grow-
ing cycles work. They see how chame-
leons live and begin to understand the
relationships between the different en-
vironments.” said Delewsky

1 think #® is really great for these
kids to see the complete cycles and
how one creature preys on the other
in order o survive. Some are witness-
ing these things for the first ime and
are really excited about what they
see.

“What better way 18 there.to teach
science than when the kids are ex-
cited about what they are learning ™

Gordon Johpson, a fourth-grade teach-
er at Larkshire, takes care of the cen-
ter and makes sure that every teach-
et in the district has the proper speci-
men for each phase of the program.
At the center are several aquariums
ful) of guppies. snails and plants:
frogs and tadpoles in various Lfe
stages; tanks of chameleons. and
mealworm breeding containers
~Whenever a teacher in the district
needs something for the next project.
they just call me and { have every-
thing ready for them to pick up after
school,” said Johnson. “If they need
more guppées or frogs. I put them in
(Continwed om page {A)

“'We have completely closed off the
shop area and are investigating every-
inside the room to see what

that might ove us a
besd
As of Friday night. Hills police

were still investigating the room and
questioning witn¥sses who were in the
room when Kourtjian collapsed

Farmington School District Supenin-
tendent Marinus ¥an Amevde refuscd
to speculate on the cauwe of the

youth's death. saying that the situs
ton was being investigated by the
school distnct and police.

“When we have an accident such as
this we lock up the room until it can |
be examined It will stay locked up
until the investigation 15 completed *
he sad

According to Van Ameyde. Kourt-
J1an’s death was the first of its kind 1n
the school districtt Other  students
have died. but never in a classroom
situation

“F'm a relatvely prudent persan
and I wart to make sure all the re
ports are reviewed [irst. he <ad.

Fourth grader Shen Milligen and her homeroom teacher Gor-
don Johnson make sure that “Flowerblossom.” a 12-foot. 40-
pound boa constrictor. remains safely within her glass home
(Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

Board members debate
millage election date

% my RON GARBINSKI
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date and postponéd the issue until it
regular meeting on Jan 23
Dunckel Junior High School.

Even though the majority of school
board members said they behieve a
rmillsge increase or renewal is neces

was ‘much debate con-
date of any mullage elec-

in conducting a special election, | feel
we should save the funds and tie the
election into the regular June election
by law to condxt.”

the Apnl date and said that the
sooner the distnict acts on the millage
question. the sooner it will be able to _
plan for next school year

~If nobody in the legistature knows
where they are going «m regards to
further state schoo! aid cuts:. then we
must be prepared to do something,
said Trustee Makinen.

“We cannat afford to wait Iike we
did several years ago when we went
well irto the summer before deciding
on the millage question. We canmol
wait that long because of our responsi-
bility to teachers and everyone else
We can leave them hanging like that
not knowing whether they will be pink
slipped or whatgrer.” she said

ANOTHER FACTOR complicating
the millage question s the uncer-
tainty in the state aid payment sched-
ules

Prisk said he has estimated reve

tion Commission is offering a va-
riety of programs for young snd
old alike. To see where you fit
in tum to page TA



