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Learnin‘g to beindependent

A friend reports that amr\ly after she was wid
owed, her doctor advised her to try to remarry
within the year.

i you wait too long.” he warned. “you wonl

it.”

“It's oo soon, ** she answered. “‘Give'me time
to get mysell together.”

Smiling with understanding. he cluﬁomd that
once she was used to independence. she would
find it difficult to return to a partnership arrange-
ment.

Now. several years of independence later, she
understands what he meant.

BY NATURE independent. admittedly lonely at
times. still she savors the pleasure of setting her
own pace (her children are grown) and wonders
if 5he could ever retum to the old patterns.

t depends, of course, on attitudes, the way we
Ilved while married and level of dependence.
Many of those widowed or divorced remain single
by choice—although married friends seidom buy
that story.

Men once or twice divorced and still making nlx
mony or child support payments, are forced
nancial restrictions lo stay single. More than a
few turn their singleness into a career.

They attend the singles organizations and use
them as a launching ped for & busy. active social

life. Far from being all bad. they are to be com-

mended for finding an answér to their needs
Most are pleasant, cosmopolitan and perfectly
willing to admit that marriage is. at best. a re-
mote possibility

Women who make .it through the first few
years, like my friend. begin to relish the mdepond

ence, particularly if they are well-fixed finan-
cially or have interesting jobs.
They travel, take evening courses, acquire a

circle of friends who are far different from their

former les' groups, have an occasional af-
fair and indulge their tastes in interests and pos-
scssions

Most are quick to explain that. as alluring as
marriage may sound in odd moments. they won't
marry for the sake of having a man in the house.

THESF ARE the women who in former mar.
{enn ran the home. planned the social activi-
nm r the family. came up with the menus for
entertaining, did the chauﬂering and made some
contribution of time and service to the commu-
nity
Unfortunately, their male counterparts out earn-
ing a living were deprived of this preparation for
singleness and may flounder when it comes to
building a social life
The single man who can plan a party. put out a
tasty buffet. organize an evening of bridge or skat-
ing on his own and develop new friendships is
rare
Most formerly married men will evehtually re-
marry for companionship and the convenience of
having someone organize the home. Women are
more prone to remarry for financial reasons

Certainly the more independent singles become, *
the less likely they are to remarry for the wrong
reasons. Those who have passed dependence
bring special qualities of resiliance apd resource-
fulness that are definite plusses if, and when, they
finally take the big step back into marriage.
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‘A stay at Coral Stables

What did you do over your Christ-
mas vacation”

1 went to Florida and did | get a
beautiful color—purple. 'm thinking
oi changing the song. “'Mecon Over
Miami," to *'Clouds, Rain and Chill-
ing Breezes over Miami '

Actually. we stayed in Hollywood
where the chamber of commerce and
the weathermen are obviowsly m a
conspiracy to lure tourist trade to the
“gunny” climes They kept promising
a warming trend but didn't mention
it's expected in April

From the window of our npartment
we could see the weather report Mlash

on the bank. It must have been
stuck at 71 degrees because [ swear it
was more like 47 degrees in the plenti-
-fo} shade. But the climate wasn't our
only problem

Have you ever taken a mystery bux

de? We took one from the airport to

apartment we had rented blind.
We became slightly skeptical when
the driver dropped everyone else off
a plush hotels and we were the only
es left.

OUR SUSPICIONS mounted when
we told the driver the name of our
- spartment and he never heard of it.
We showed him a picture of Gulf
Plaza Apartments and he said it was
taken 50 years ago
He finally pulled up in front of what
looked like the fallen House of Usher.
“What a dump, take us to the Gulf
Plaza.” | demanded. X
“What you sce. lady. is what you
gets.” the bus driver smirked as he
tossed our luggage on the ground,
shook his head and took off, leaving
us &t the end of nowhere with not a
soul in sight
Finally. a 10-ycarold kid. who
works as bellboy, manager, maid,
janitor and gardener, took us and our
luggage up on an clevator thal would
have made the greatest disaster
movie ever produced

We soon discovered Gulf Plaza was
the only apartment in the entire state
of Florida that had vacancies during
Christmas week. “No room al the
inn,"" we kept reading in the news-
papers. Even the press never heard of
Gulf Plaza.

* IT WASN'T &l that bad. tat there
whre a few minor incon

The pool, which was built directly tn
the shade, would accommuodate two

little three-year-olds as long as nes-

T one knew how to swim

We had o telephone in our reom
and we figured it was becaue the
owners of Gulf Plaza didn't want their
guests to call and trv to find other ac-
commodations. On top of that. wehad
to pay & week in advance because
they couldn't afford to lose us.

The apartment also lacked a lobby
but there were two pay phones (n the
breezeway where you shuddered so
much from the wind. you couldn talk
anyway  No telephone directones
‘were provided and the infrrmation op-
erator didn't understand our requests
for phonc numbers because we
couldnl stop our teeth from  chat-
tering

Anoﬂtr slight probk‘m was that we
couldn't rent a car. The woman at the
Gull Plaza also owns the Hollywood
Hills Motel. which is s1x blocks away
She told us to mention the name of
the motel if we wanted to rent a car
because “Gulf Plaza” wont ring a
bell with Drive-Awsy Auto Service.”" T
told her “Gull Plaza” didn't ring a
bell with me cither. bt she failed lo
see the humor

DESPITE THE fact that we men-
tioned Holiday Hills, or maybe be-

cause of it, we couldn’t get a car. We
were told. however. buws ran fre-
quently on Hollywood Boulevard to
take us to the beach or wherever we
wanted to go. “Frequently” tumned
into one hour and buses stopped nun-
nung st 8 pm

We never left our apartment on
Christmas because not one bus was in
operation To cheer us up we read a
poem in the paper appropriately tithed
“Metry Chnstmas, Sumny Flonda ™
The temperature was a hugh 53 de-
grees and the noncustent sun was
burted deep in the ewstent dark
clouds

According to the porm. propaganda
if I ever heard 1) Santa Claus was
well on his way in a red Thunderbird
instead of a sleigh Obviously he
didn't mention the Hollywood Hills
Motel when he rented his car. The
poetn said Santa was dressed in Ber-
muda shorts and Mrs Claus sported a
bikini. We were wearing flarnel robes
and begging owr 18-year-old manager
to tum the heat on

We had two decemt days ot o
seven The best was the day we beft—
and the next afternoon the temper-
lundam»chsj 85 degrees in sunmy

from our r§ader1
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IT'S ONLY AN ANIMAL

Dying in a stesl-jaw, laghold trap. An animal that feels pain much like we do
Imagine having your fingers crushed in & car door. Nol opens the door for 24
hours. That's what happens in a steel-jaw trap. Less than hail the states have laws
requiring trappers to even check traps every 24 hours. No one has cared much 11's
only an animal.

Every winter milhions of fox, lynx, raccoons, minks. ofters, myskrats, beavers,
badgers, bobcats, skunks, and other animals sufter in these pamitive traps. Why?

Because humans think fur coats are “glamorous and chic.” There is nothing
glamorous in & trap for hours or even o the
wasther, without food or weter, in pain end feer, waiting for the and death.

Some even chew or wvmq oft their toes or paws to escape But then, theyre only
ammals

This trap hasn’l changed much since the days early fur traders md mountain men
used It 10 nearly wipe Out the beaver 1n this country. That was well over 100 years
ago. Today trapping 15 a sport . 3 hobdy. a recreation Few people trap for ~
survival. The reasons have changed but the trap has not. The pain and suffenng it
has infiicted on wild animals over the years 1s impossible 1o comprehend Stll
Hittle has been done about more humane traps Again. the vichms are ooly ammals
1113 time 10 change, time to $1op Making excuses for this neediess sutfering It is
time 10 cutiew the stesl-jaw trap.

1 i3 the onty decent thing 10 do— for me ammals Please help.

Mail Immediately To:  Belton P. Mouras, President

The Animai Protection Institute of America

P.O. Box 22505, Dept. 2

5894 South Land Park Drive

Sacramento, California 35822

Enough |smugh' Yeﬂ me mouabouv what | cando 10 brirg an end 0 the yse Cf steet-aw
1raps in the U 9 M 'S 13 enciosed 12 contirve
your public numa campaign and stop this lbuse cf wild animais
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BI-FLO DOUBLE BURNER °
Available in sizes 18" 1o 80" 10 fit every fireploce just right. The cost s less on all

than just 1 woson of buying wood if you use your freplace s often o you
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stocking the “wood’ 7 yeor guarantes Also 89
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Oil drilling

Editor

The recent “endorsement” by cer
tain members of the local Marklnw
Chapter of the Sierra Club for oil drill-
ing In the Pigeon River Country State
Forest was -a blatent display of mis-
placed loyalty. As a member of the
Sierra Club, this “‘endorsement™ does
not represent my feelings nor, | would
suspect. of many other members
Such a distressing and important posi-
tion should have required a represen-
tative vote of the entire membership

To quote John Strohm, editor of Na-
tional Wildlife (parcnthesis fmune)

© ““This is Progress” How de you
compare n superhighway for an oil

tig) with a deer path. a 'abbut trail. .

ur a winding country road”"

“1t’s easy to stir men's passions
vdlh revolutions against tyrants The
crusade for a better quality of life
mhfr than materialism) is more

o

® "Once we lose intimate touch
with nature we become vulnerable to

protested

losing_far far mare ”

CHIEF SEATTLE of the Dunwanish
Tribe said {o President Franklin
Pierce over 100 years ago:

* We know that white man does
not understand our ways Onc portion
of the land is the same to him as the
next. for he jx a stranger who comes
1n the night and takes from the land
whatever be necds The earth is not
his brother but his enemy. and when
he has conquered it he moves on. He
leaves his father’s graves and his chil-
dren’s birthright s forgotten.”

Today. it's “limited dnlling” and
after the cchoes of the protesters
have died down or been drowned out
in the noise of “Progresa.” the hungry
conspirators of consurmption can then
perpetrate the next rape of the quiet
Pigeon River Country State Forest
Where do we stop® What quality of
Iife shall we insist on”
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“Roll your own log.
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