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Authorities refused comment this

mkonlhepmnudu\emm,

uing probe into the electrocution last
Prlday o( ln eighth grade East Junior
High School student.

Raberl Kourtjian, a 13-yearold
Farmington Hills youth, died Jan. 9
while operating an electric metal buf-
fer in a shop class. Doctors at Bot-
sford General Hospltal reported Kourt-
lan's death 14 hours afier he col-

psed near the machine.

An investigator from the state's Oc-
cupational Safety Standards Commis-
sion (0SSC) is conducting an independ-
ent Into the youth's death. The
investigator Is reviewing the shop
area and checking (or possible viola.
lkm of the state’s occupational safety

Aulhorlllel said that the in-
vestigator cannot any of his
findings until he receives n
from his superiors at the State
ment of Labor. of which OSSC ia & u»
vislon

Farmington Hills police. crime lab,
fire marshall and electrical inspectors
are also conducting inspections of the
school's shop area. Authorities said
when their reports are finalized, the
reasons for the electrocution and con®
dition of the shop wil} be made public.

THE OAKLAND County medical ex-
aminer confirmed 'Saturday. Jan. 10
that the East student died of electro-
cution. According to an autopsy per
formed by the medical examiner, the
youth suffered severe bums on his
hands. The coroner's office was
unable to determine how much clec-
tricity went through the boy's

Hills police sealed off the shop area

after the

.
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Youth death probe
continues at East

“We have not recelved any
official reports from state or city
inspectors and untll we do, we

are not sure
happened.”

what actually

--Lewis Schu/man

was reported at 11 am last Friday.
It will remain closed antil all in-
vestigations are completed

An cxtension cord. the 40-pound
metal buffer and other shop equip-
ment were confiscated by police. The
buffer did not have an onoff switch.
and the cord apparently was cracked
in at lcast onc place

“We have not received any official
reports from state or city inspectors.
and until we do. we are not sure what
actually happened.” said Lewis Schul-
man, assistant superintendent of sec-
ondary schools in the Farminglon
school _district

“There arc a lot of theories flying
around. but the investigations are still
on. Until they are completed, we are
not sure where we stand in relation to
what happened

“Alter the city and state complete
theit Investigations. the district's next
step will be to call in an
engineering contractor to centify the
East shop area.” Schulman continued.
"And until the shop area is
and certified sale by that firm and
the state. the classroom will remain
closed ™

EAST PRINCIPAL Gilbert Hender-
son said that lhcnhnmwrhml

defects in any of the machines.
Henderson said that the shop is in-

mediate altention

Schulman said the inspection of the
district's shop machinery is the total
responsiblity of everyone in the dis-
trict. The shops are inspected period-
ically by district maintenance men.
and the individual schools report
needed repairs whenever they occur.

Funeral services for Kourtjiun were
held Monday afternoon Burial was in
the Glen Eden Cemetery in Livonia

The youth's father. Wallace. is an
engineer for Fisher Body. His mother,
Nancy. i active in civic and school ac-
tivities She is director of Earth Alive,
a Farmington organization that co-
lects newspapers and bottles.

Helnlmsunhcdbyhhlwrbmh—
ers. Dean. Bill. Doug and Chuck: ;
three sisters, Kathy. Kriss and Duwn: »;
and a grandmother. Mrs Ahby
Kourtjian S

‘Mr. Music’ tells tales

~ plagued by juvenile vandakem

of working with stars -

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

His students call him Mr. Music.

His credits include the Mike
Douglas Show, a Judy Garland per-
formance, the Scandinavian Sym-
phorty, Motown and the Grace Elemen-
tary School Band.

Orin Ross, 33, a music leacher at

parents with an eight-yearoid's deter-
mlmnan and announced he wanted to
take music lessons

“Times were hard.” he remembers.
* but my parents got me a hom

UNLIKE THE WHIMS of most chil-
dren, the ambition stuck, and Ross
graduated from lent State Univer-

Grace and Middle Bek
1, leads a hectic double life as &
teacher and a musician.
He became Interested in making
music after nlchlnu Bemy Goodman
perform on stage. Ross turned to his

sity with & musi degree.
1 enjoy children, and I'm greatly
pleased with seeing the resuts of my
teaching.” Ross says “Butl there's
)wmmhllmelnwtivilhmﬂ

dren 10 get what | want out of them ™

Orin Ross, music director for the Farmington elementary
schools, reviews the music his band class will learn. Ross played
for many weli-known performers before coming to the schoot
system. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

After working with children during
the day. he plays with different
groups of musicians during the eve-

ning. .

“1 like to play the music of the
times. You have to go with the’
trends.” he says Yet he bebeves that -
most _professional entertainers are!
temperamental and' difficult o work '
with.

A singer who hits a wrang note s
more apt to tiame the band than him.-.
self. llsﬂnnlhehlhhul he .
says ruefully.

“Mike Mln is one of the fmest
people 1've ever worked with. He's
real gentleman, one of the most men- .

48 Pager

Twanty Five Cents

Farmington Hills fire department personnel fight a fire which caused $20.000 damage at the San
Marino Golf Club on Halstead Road. The blaze occurred on Saturday at 11:05 a.m. Ofticials say the fire
was caused by an over-heated furnace on the first floor of the clubhouse. (Photo by Jim Achtenberg)

Hills auxiliary force
gets nod for expansion

In 2 move to expand the Farm-
ington Hills auxiliary police unit. the
city council has authorized spending
$5.000 for that purpose.

The unit is being expanded at the
request of Hills Public Safety Director
Ronald Holko. who says the 18man
unit has been a valuable source in sup-
plementing the fullime police unit

The city hopes to eventually in-

i crease the force to & S50.man unit. The

added auxiliary officers will be used
to patrol subdivisions during night
hours. The Hills is one of the subur-
ban communities which has been

Councilmember Jan Dolan. who in-
troduced the proposal st a previous
meeting. says an expanded auxiliary
police force will give subdivision resi-
dents a feehng of confidence.

“We do have a problem with o
sance calls. Our response tme has

slow. Come spring and this type
of activity will again pick up.” she
said

mnp&pkare looking for the po-
lice.” she said

7 PRESENTLY, AUXILIARY officers

are required to attend training classes
once a month for four hours and ride
for & minimuyn of eight hours a
month, according to Hoto :

Mrs. Dolan had
lluryoﬂmbeu!dnnmddry

tally stable of all performers He : ihis would be in violation of the Potice
[

s
Impressionist with whom he worked
who was 100 vain to wear her glasses
on stage

‘S?!couldnlu‘elnymlhdm
lead her to the stage. She was a
‘hyper’ lady.” says Ross
Most of the time, Ross explains, the
band will rehearse withot the per-
former before the show. Shortly
fore the show the entertainer will
have a short rehearsal with the band.
Ross singles out Mike Douglas as one
performer who stayed around long
enough to talk to the people. .

ROSS WOULD LIKE to play for
Semmy Davis Jr. and Jerry Lewis.
He believes Lewis is concerned with
children. If he got a chance W work
for Lewis’ muscular dystrophy show,
he'd take it, he said.

“1{ 1 had to take out my whole sav-
ing account to get there, 1'd o it." he
added

After seeing Sammy Davis at the
old Elmwood Casino about five years
ago. Ross decided he would like to
work with him.

' “He's a dynamic, articulate per.
son," says Ross.

Custodians, not musicians. are ha
:.ﬂklrlends b: says. He says

& principal may hwd
a teacher, it is the custodians who
will give a helping hand.

“They'll help you set up the stage:
md find the tools you need.” says

Allheendo“htdtyl!hunlly
100 tired to take private students.

“If students are talented. I umally
encourage them. 1f ] feel I'm nat suit-
&w(hnn.lrﬁerlhantoawamp
musician.”

In 1974 suxiliary officers were used

for details totaling 1,041 hours. Church

Headlee appointed

as Qakland trustee

Gov. Milliken has appointed Rich-
ard H. Headlee of Farmington Hills to
serve on the Oakland University

national Corp. and

mmﬁmwuhﬁuuﬂ

lhnln(hlhrdl,‘nlvdyh?ﬁm
role as a trustee”

Headlee is a member of the board
of directors of the Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce. a director of
wmo-klmil-ntmhma
Project Concern [

In 1963, mmpmldlhrl‘s
Junior Chamber of Commerce.
mumedouﬂmnm.by
Qah University in 198,

Headlee was an adviser
Ramney in 1968 and served on the
“Romney for President” m
from 1966 to 1968. He
PrtsidemFordsmd mmicm

details took 537 5 hours. while special
details compiled 2265 hours and pa-
trol took up 277.5 hours

The autiliaries. when called in for
special details, are paid §3.50 an hour
They are used to patrol
wits on holidays and special ocea-
sions They are also used to patrol sub-
divisions. making patrol cars visble

the evening
The church detail is paid for by the
churches invoived
Councilman Fred Lichtman. while
approving the increased volunteer
force. lent a word of caution. saying
the hours a volunteer worked should
be restricted to 20

“We should have a tight rem on
volunteers’ mnhalm with the r

sult in being subject to collective bar-
faining.” he sad

CITY MANAGER George Majoros *
praised the auxiliary police efforts

“This 1s a program well worth ex-
panding. This will be a preventative
patrol which will mean more eyes on
the street.” said Majoros. .

b men are doing this because
they wish to serve ‘ihe community and
not becnuse they want to mlk!
money "

Hillsmanis killed
by county deputy

A 28-year-old Farmington Hills man
was fatally shot at 12:52 am

* Tuesday. Jan. 13, after faing to stop

for police while fleeing the scene of a
reported break-in in Cormmerce Town-
ship, reported the Oskland County
Sheriff's rtment

Larry Gale Lower of 21401 Jefferme
S. in Farmington Hills. was shot and
killed early Tuesdsy morning by Depu-
ty Richard Johnson after Lower (siled
to heed a warning from Johnson
Lower was shot in the neck and died
on the scene. said a department

spokesman

According to sherifl's reports,
Lower another ed man
were seen running from a house at
1780 Oakley Park in Commerce Town-

ship
Wolverine Lake Police first respond-
ed to the suspected bresk-n and saw
the men running away (rom me

suspects fled across Commerce Lake,
Johnson fired a warning shot into the
air and once again the two men failed
to heed the warning. the

said
Johnson said he chased Lower
across the lake into a swampy area,
where he soon lost sight of the sus-
pects. Johnson said he saw Lower
again in the swamp and called for
him to halt. but he continued running.
olluml!rnhrdmmmh
struck Lower in the back of
mdtp\lymtmp(ed(nwym
diate first aid, but Lower died at the

1
5-5

mplue-erﬂnm

house. After
police officers. the report said Ihry
fired one or two waming shots into
Wdrmmmhﬁdmm
Moments later. Johnson arrived on

memmd)oﬁncdmd— As the
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other F: Hills man and the
car was registered in a third person’s
name

The alleged break-in and shooting

are still under investigation by the
sheriff’s department

FAST ACTION

Shisley BEllsworth will
gladly teil you how quick and
efficient our classified ads
are. When this ad:

EARLY AMERICAN AR
engtam char ayh
Mex it Lhe we
sppeared in our want ad sec

tion. Shirley told us that she
0ld the set to the first per-




