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The Clarenceville School District has an en-
viable record of continuing community support
through numerous bond issue. millage and other
financial proposals over the years.

Voters In the district, which includes parts of Li-
vonia, Farmington Hills and Redford W'Il]) have a

_editorial opinion

We feel the community should vote yes on}e
proposal to allow their children to have education-
al programs and services continued.

THE FINANCIAL background behind the mil-
lage renewal is simple—the proposal is merely
e ation of

ce to continue that record of i in

the school board and administration next Monday

‘The voters will go to the polls to decide whether

an 11-mill property tax should be renewed for an-
other 10 years.

for a o school tax rates.
The millage represents an estimated $1 million

in revenues for the school district, or about 20 per

cent of the board's current operating budget.
There is another wrinkle thrown in by the state

A new political s¢enario:
major party in the center

The smoath workings of the two - party system
in the suburbs were substantially jolted last week
by developments in Birmingham and Redford
Township.

In the overwhelmingly Birmingh
Qakland County Commissioner Mary Mead Dear.
born caused a sensation by dramatically switch-
ing her life-long party affiliation from the GOP to
the Democrats .

Her switch, coupled with a similar one by Rob-
ert A. Button of Oak.Park, gave Democrats con-
trol over the county board for the first time since

1970.

She is prepared to face the tough job of getting
re-elected in the thoroughly Republican 22nd Dis.
trict, where she defeated her Democratic challe-
nger in 1974 by a 4-1 majority.

As anybody who knows her realizes. Mrs. Dear-
born is an independent cussette (the feminine of
“cuss’*) who makes no secret of her,views and is
prepared to act on them. I found mysell becom-
ing more and more of a maverick as the yvears
went by, Mrs. Dearborn said

“I've found the Democrats to be a more con-
structive force.” she added. pointing out that the
reasons for her switch were in part because of na--
tional developments in the GOP. “When the time
came that Gerald Ford was not conservative
enough for the Republican Party. it was time to
get out.” she explained

IN REDFORD Township. an internal fight in
the Republican local organization threatens it
with dissolution—just at the time when it ap-
peared to local observers that it was on the thre-
shold of gaining sharply increased power

Events came to ad 8 couple of weeks ago
with the election of new party officers. At that
time. a group of older party members defeated a
slate of younger men who had controlled the

rty during 1975. Matt Eineman. 20. was de-
r:nled in his bid for reclection as chairman by
Eldon Funk. a longtime GOP worker who has
run for township offices several times and is a
member of the civil serv mmission.

Eineman says he will stay active in the group
although a number of young Republicans'are drop-
ping out because they resent the older group cap-
turing the leadership. Funk says that he will work
hard for the first few months of this year to build
up membership in the local party. 1l have to
make up my mind in the next couple of months il
there is any interest. If 1-can’t build up the mem-
bership, 1'm not going to waste my time either

With all the bickering. speculation is rife in Red-
ford that—for a time. at lcast—there will be only

Representation without

We have all heard the words of our ancestors.
*Taxatioh withou! representation is tyranny.” But
have we considered the consequences of the con-
verse phrase. representation without taxation®

Roger Freeman, a former scniot [ellow al the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, exam-
incd the growing trend toward this reversal in the
November 1975 issue of “Imprimis.” published by
Hillsdale College.

Tn a paper titled “Tax Loopholes: The Legend
and the Reality.” Dr. Freeman said that for tlose
to 20 years. so-called loopholes in the federal in-
come tax have been the subject of lively con-
troversy. .

1T IS THUS NOT surprising that the Congress
has taken repeated action to close loopholes in the
income tax — in 1969, 1971 and again in <1975.
what may be surprising is the fact that évery
time Congress enacted a tax reform bill. the
amount of untaxed income was larger afierward
than it had been before, and the percentage of
tota) personal income exempted from the federal
income tax. as well as the number of Amerjcans
paying no income tax. had substantially in

ased. i
crle" other words, w%(hngma tightened or
closed’ some loopholes, or_acted as if it had. it
glways opened or widened others more exten-
sively. That strongly suggests that the real aim of
the ‘“*close the loopholes™ drive is not so much to

e by PHILIP W PORER - ——
one party in what used to be a two-party system

STIRRINGS in the local winds are the forerun-
ner of national trends. or at least so the political
wise men say

And what is going on here in the suburbs may
be the first signs of the fundamental alteration in
the American two-party system that has been for-
seen by political scientists for some - time

Consider the following scenario:

1)'Ronald Reagan, with the enthusiastic backing
of rock-ribbed conservatives in_the Republican
Party succeeds in overthrowing President Gerald
Ford's bid for nomination

2)The Democrats. with their habitual instinct
for unerring self-disembowelment. nominate ei-
ther a rightist (Sen. Jackson comes to mind! or a
leftist (Rep Udall comes equally 10 notice). there-
by alienating a substantial sector of whichever
side loses out

31Reagan loses the clection. probably by a sub-
stantial margin. thereby giving ammunition to the
liberal Republican cry that an extreme conserva-
tive cannot win enough center votes for the GOP
to make up for the party’s minority position in
registered voters. .

4)Republican liberals. secing their party domi-
nated by what they believe to be a rump of con-
servative activists, reach out to Democratic mod-
erates. ranging from center to right wing. who in
turn are fed up with dealing with what they re-
gard as ultra liberal left-wingers who are con-
stantly threatening the party with McGovernite
disaster o

5)The resalt is the creation of a new alignment
in the center ol the nation’s political spectrum.
joining liberal Republicans with moderate Demo-
crats, leaving on the wing the ramp of the
GOP and on the, left the fiberal elements of the
Democratic party.

Don't get me wrong; 1'm not advocating such a
chain of development nor am I predicting it But |
am saving that it is not beyond the bounds of pos-
sibility that it could happen, and that if it does it
would be onc of the tiggest changes in the way
Americans pursue their politics since the Revolu-
tion we made 200 vears ago

Beenrs
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subject more tax-free personal income to the tax
as to shift the burden of taxation [rom some eco-
nomic groups to others — ta tax some more light-
ly and others more heavily

To be specific. the real goal and purpose of the
campaign to clase loopholes are to redistribute in-
come [rom some less favored groups — presum-
ably from groups with less voting power — to
some with more voles and, therefore, greater po-
litical appeal to office holdets and office seekers

FREEMAN CITES statistical evidence to refute
popular misconceptions about our present tax
structure

Consider, for exa . the following: The plain
fact is that most of the $563 billion irj untaxed in-
come is in the middle and lower income brackets
and s broadly distributed through all sections of
the American public. with only a tiny percentage
accruing to the high-incore persons.

of Michigan. School districts are ired to levy
the same amount of millage next year to be eb-
gble for the full state aid pa X

1f voters reject Monday's tax renewal. the dis-
trict would lose not only the §) million from the
levy but also state revenues

With about 35 per cent of the operating budget
spent for employes. any major reduction mn m-
comes would have to be reflected in the number
of school employes and teachers .

Since teachers and support personnel mean

Millage renewal deserves voter support

educational opportunities for children. there IS no
way to make major financial reductions without
harming the educational programs of students
WE HAVE for many years questioned the wis-
dom of schoo! districts putting too much reliance -
on local property taxes and we reabze that home-
owners are frustrated about their rising tax bulls.
But residents should not allow their frustrations
about property taxes interfere with their decision
to continue lheagmllaac on Monday's ballot
The Observer & Eccentric

/"IF YOU SEEX A PLEASANT PENINSULA LOOK ABOUT YOU. . .
IF You SEEK. INDIANS, BUT NOT COWBONS ~— 200k ABOUT Yoo/

. about Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce and his piti-
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Why they won’t film 'storly[
of our local Indian giant

One hates to sound like Spiro Agnew with his ful-
minations against an imaginary commuttee of lib-
eral snobs who control television news out of an
office in New York. i

Yet the evidence is there. in the recent TV.{ilm

ful effort to avoid the reservation The -
escapable conclusion 1s that Hollywood film-
makers have a blatant bias in favor of western In- *
dians

In their bias. the TV boys overlook one of the
greatest political and military leaders—of any
race—the nation has ever produced They over-
look him because he was a Midwesterner. In fact.
he came from the suburbs of Detroit 1 refer. of
course. to Pontiac. the Ottawa chief who master-
minded the most successful Indian uprising 1
American history.

taxation

Nevertheless. many still clamor that the rich do
not pay their “fair share ™

For the vear 1972. 57 per cent of the people re-
ported adjusted gross income (AGIS) of between
$7.000 and $20.000. and paid 47 per cent of the tax

Sixteen per cent reported AGIs of less than
$7.000 and paid 6.5 per cent of the tax Finally. 27
per cent reported AGIs higher than $20.000 and
paid 44 per cent of the tax. Is this unfair to the
lower income groups

EMPHASIZING THAT 92 per cent of the 1671
million nontaxable retums comes from
with AGls under $5.000. Freeman warns his read-
ers that division of the American people into two
large groups — those who support the govern-
ment and those who are supported by it — has
created a dangerously high incidence of “‘repre-
sentation without taxation.” which in recorded his-
tory has more often destroved free government
than *‘taxation without representation.” which the
founders of this country fought

The longer our society neglects this problem.
and continues to cultivate myths about tax loo-
pholes. it will suffer economically in the short run
and vitally in the long nun. suggests Freeman

-

A mood a minute
Those “mood rings” that are such a fad are bil-

. led as ‘the lie-detector jewelry.™

They do work like lie detectors. measuring the
body's heat-and reacting by changing the color of
chemically treated quartz.

A light blue ring signifies peace or tranquility
in the wearer: green. sexual response; brown or
black, anxiety or turmoil.

A secretary put an interesting question: “1f the
stone responds to body heat, wont it also be af-
fected by the weather>” .

That may be so. But in Michigan. ¥ you wait &
few minutes, the weather will change.

And so will your mood.

And then there was the girl whose earrings
were green, her pendant blue and her ring a dark

g
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WHEN THE BRITISH defeated the French and
won empires on two contments. Pontiac and other
Indian leaders saw an end to their playing off one
white nation agatnst the other in the fur trade

The Indians also resented the Britishers
haughtiness. their pnices and the gut-rotting rum
that was so inferior to French brandy

In March of 1763, Pontiac called a convention
on the banks of the Ecorse River south of Detroit
of Indian leaders from the vast region north of
the Ohio River He convinced them all to make a
concerted ‘attack on every British fort—a dozen—
 the region. a stupendous undertaking when you
have no written language and only moccasins and
canoes for transportation .

“Every Indian nation north of the Ghw had
taken to the field with a unammty which they
had never exhibited when urged on by the !
French.” wrote Dale VanFvery in “Forth to the
Wilderness ™

Organizing the Indians. VanEvery continded
“was a task to be exceeded by a mulitary com:
mander each of whose soliders was a predisposed
 Yet Pontiac pulled it off and “domi.
nated half a continent ™

ON MAY 16, the Wyandots took Fort Sandusky
by surprise On May 25. Fort St Joseph. south of
modern Niles. was taken by surprise On May 27
Fort Miami, near modern Fort Wayne. Ind . fell
when e commander was betraved by his Indian
mistress .

On June 1. Fort Ouiatonon. near Lafayette
Ind . was surrendered On Junc 4. the Chippewn
staged their famous lacrosse game and took Fort
Michilimackinac in Michigan On June 21, Fort
LaBaye. near Green Bay. Wis. was surrendered
after a siege by the Sauk. Fox. Winnebago and
Menominee

On June 18, Fort Presqu’ Isle at Erie. Pa . sur-
rendered to Detroit Ottawas. Senecas and Dela-
wares. On June 19. the garnson escaped from
burning Fort LeBoeuf at Waterford. Pa Also on
June 19, the troquots took Fort Venango at Frank-
lin, Pa.

Only the forts at Detroit. Niagara and Pitts-
burgh held out—and Detroit had some scares. Pon-
tiac's forces inflicted casualties at the rate of 10
to 1. Every British trader was cleared out of the
Great Lakes area

BUT INDIANS had to get their ammunition
from the British. so in time they accepted peace

terms.

The British forbade seabord colonists and specu-
lators fo enter the hinteriand—one of the causes
of our Revolution. Drained by the long war with
France, the British couldnt maintain many
troops in these parts. and so white settlement was
retarded for years .

It would make a dandy movie except for the
scenes around Detroit where the Ottawas boiled
and ate white captives. or toasted them alive. or
.where the squaws obscenely mutilated bodies.
That would have lahedeantdl&hulwsupé,
rienced at.that. as shown by anti-American
bias of the Chief Joseph film.

Chief Joseph. fe! Geronimo. fi! Chochse, fo! Sit.
ting Bull, fum! Our Pontiac was the giant.



