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By ETHEL SIMMONS

Dinner theater
grows in popularity

Suburban
the dinner theater concepl. Newest ad-
dition to an evening of “‘l":mvy thester

audiences are taking

is the Somerset Mall

this Friday and Sat
Edgar A. Suest 111

mm\mynm
is directing the comedy. which moves
to Troy from the Botslord Inn in
Farmington Hilla

It had run its gamut there,” Guest

sad It opened on Sept. 18 and
played Thureday nights to excellent
"

Pierre Turgeon of Farmington Hills
mll head the cast, pum the hus-
nd who decides he deserves an ex-
nmnrml fling and goes about it. en-
{ rely unsuccessfully.
COSTARRED as the three women
with whom he tries to become, ro-
mantically® involved will be Kathryn
Sutton of Detroit, Nancy Gurwin of
southfield and Delores Shevin of
Farmington

At the Botsford, another Neil Simon
comedy will open in dinner thester for-
mat Feb 12 This one stars Ed Guest.
Mary Geiger of Birmingham, who
played the woman in Act I of
“Lovers.” will be his costar In “Plaza
Suite.”

Inrector actor Guest has been wear-
g a beard off and on since he ap-
prared i a production of “Kismet™ at
St Dunstan’s Guild of Cranbrook last
spring He shaved it after the show,
bat his friends were disappointed. So,
he grew It back again

Now he's about it shave it once
ag:an before he goes in front of an au-
dience

Guest sald Somerset Mall's up-
coming show is. “as far as we know.
the only dinner theater in & major
shapping center in the country.”

The ~ast of “Lovers™ dd a portion
of the piay last fall during Theatre
\'ts Wee st the mall That prompted
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Pe‘; DuBols. mall promotion director.
to suggest bringing the entire show

THE NEW ALFRED'S restaurant ¢for-
mer Schrallt’s restaurant in the mall)
will provide the buffet dinner of bee!
urnnno" aweel and-sour chicken,
b vy mn Cockdtails will
-v- p separstel

The mall auditorium on l!:’yb-!r
level will house the Somerset Dinner
Theater. There will be cabaret seat-
ing st tables for two, four, six or eight
to_accommodate 125 .

Guest said “Lovers” is “a

risq
of truth in Neil Simon things.”
The dinnerheater concept has been
b:rﬁnnmr,lm in the United States for
t ve or six years, to
Guest. He said people IMW
their entertainment closer Lo home.
“It's a real shot in the arm for the
theater,” Guest declared. “There are
over 170 dinner theaters in the coun-
try. some seating as many as 2.000
people.”

RECALLING THE unsiccessful of-
fort of the Elmwood Casino in Wind-
sof to institute dinner theater. he
said. “It didn't go. I donY think it was
the theater's fault

Broadhead
open house
is slated

Rep. William M. Brodhead (D—
Southfield) is inviting Sauthfield and
Lathrup residents to meet informally
with him between 1 and 4 pm.. Sun-
day. Jan. 18. in the auditorium of the
Parks and Recreation Building at the
Southfield Civic Center.

“The open house.” Brodhead said.
“will give me another opportunity to
meet with arca residents and listen to
their views and concems. The com-
ments of my constituents are useful 1o
me as [ consider important issues be-
fore Congress ™

‘This s the second open howse which
Brodhead has held in Southfield sthee
his clection last January

Will run fund

Jullan Tobias. 27330 Arborway.
Southfield, recently was elected presi-
dent of the Wayne State Fund. Calvin
Bogart. 17580 Dorset, Southfield, was
elected first vice president

Membera of the fund channel gifts
and danations from alumni and other

“"Mercy College tnow offering Phil
Fasser's “Personals™) has really been
successful. Others didnY seem to
catch on.

At Schoolcraft College in Livonia. a
new student cabaret theater which
opened last November is resuming
weekend per(urmnnc« of the musical
“Godspell.”

&p(llnm the popularity of dinner

ater. Guest said. “It allows people

to relu a little more than they would

in the theater. They can drink md
smoke during the

The combination with dinner in a
convenient. often economical pack-
age. is another plus.

Guest was asked about the difer-
ence in the dinner-thester audience
from an actor’s point of view

“There might be a tendency for the
audience to talk among themselves a
tittle more It's more distracting to
the actors at the start. The audence
is 80 close it's a bit unnerving.”” Guest

replied
BUT THE ACTORS get used to it
They say. “My god. an orchestra
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pit!" once back on a regular stage. he
said

Guest claims one woman in a din-
ner theater audience told him,
““That's the first time my hushand has
stayed awake during a play "

John Anhut. who owns the Botsford,
has long been theateroriented. Guest
said. He had a theater on the grounds
in the 'S0s. Last year Botsford started
its dinner theater with “Facades.”
which ran through the summer

*“Then John asked Pete (Prerre Tur-
Reon) to come up with a show during
the fall.” Guest said

Turgeon asked Guest to direct. and
they formed a pi company.
The two men had first met in a Frank-

. hin Village Players production of
L Kate "

Me

“Lovers™ will continue at Somerset.

“as long as samebod\ 's gonna buy a
ticket for it.” he said Hopdulh the
show will run through March Then.
the company will bring in "Plaza
Suite™™ or another show.

Drawing for charity

Mrs. Russel Gilbert of Farmington watches as her husband
gets a lesson in sume scroling in the Rodge exhibit during the
charity preview of the 60th annual Detroit Auto Show in Cobo

Hall. Artist Jm “The Hangman”

Ballagh appears daily at the

show to demonstrate the ancient Japanese art of painting 1n
many colors with 8 single brush and a nearly continuous stroke
The preview raised funds for the Boys Cub of Metropohtan

Thurwdzy, Jamary 13, 1976

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Detroit first nighters

Raleigh House impressarno Sam Lieberman. night, ard Chrys-
ler Corporation Vice-President R.B. McCurry were amonq no-
tables attending the chanty preview of the 60th annual Detront
Auto Show 1n Cobo Hall. which runs through Sunday. Jan. 18.
Glttering dinner dance and tour of exhibits last Friday raised
tunds for the Boys Clubs of Metropoltan Detroit among other
charies.

Class offered

Instruction in cardi puimonary re-
swscitation will be ghen at Prov:
dence Hospital's Comemunity  Health
Education Program scheduled for
7.3 pm Thursday. Jan 29

Providence cardiologist Dr. George
. will be the featured guest
speaker at the meeting. discussmg the
symptoms of a heagt attack and the
emergency action that should be

Sparkimg Sawnds

BOBBIES' BASH

taken Dr Rutter will be asssted by
paramedics [rom Southfield's [.fe Sup-
port Unit in demonstrating many
ways o save a victim from a heart at-
tack. drowning.suffocation and many
other conditions resulting m cardiac
and respiratory arrest

The program which will be in the
hospital’s Fisher Center Auditorium.
16001 W Nine Mile. . Southfiel. s
open to the public at mdﬂrp Tick-
ets should be obtained n advance by

Sunday Concerts

Featunng on fan 15
Brookside
Jazz Ensemble

6:30 9:30 pm.

Duners Cacktais
Avadable

$2.50 per person coner

Open Daily 11 AM-8 PM

contributors to Wayne State Univer-
sty

Detroit, Easter Seals and the Northeast Guidance Center.
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25025 Telegraph Rd.
at 10 Mile Rd., Soulhfield
1050 Ann Arbor

(at Harvey St.) 2 Blks.

Din'nq And Entertainment Guide

E. of Sholdon Rd., Plymouth

ORI/

AESTAURANT & COCKTAIL LOUNGE
italian and American Culsine

. m:m;v_uu--u

Live Entertainment
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
WITH TONY LEE - DANCING & FLOOR SHOW

27910 WEST 7 MILE
Wost of Inkster
KE 1-4960

yaayMedinm or Large Y'
17274

Arthe regalarprice
Gelldenticel Small PIZZA

PRBB PICK-UP

EAY-IN

Little Cacsars Pizza
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caliing the hospital's community rela i '::.‘;“1'_“’(;‘
tions department at {43021 | 37
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ROMAN CHARIOT | ) RV

"‘"""“‘"—"""“' 30100 Telegraph Road
North of Twrke Mile
[oieteed .
Trevea 4 a7 642.3700

Phoretre
LADIES' NIGHT

The Rane Famity

Featuning on Friday 1111 30, Sawrday 4-11 30 & Sunday 39P M

d Am RESTALRANT

® Egdtant Parmgiama (5164 Spaghetn) . ® Veal Scaliops (Side Fashrwa shew Frers Twee & Thars 12 10.1:10p.00
® Homerhade Lasagna @ Linguine with Clam Sauce (White or Red) ralan Smorparbord srery W rdnowdar
B35 Schaeter Al 80rved with S0up-8aiad 8 Rinas’ HOT bread

Detroit Well Lighted Businessmen's Lunches
BR 3-0750 Cockaiy Parking Lot ‘Mon -F1

19701 W. 12MBs RS,
wlltnl ul-vvw;
3377
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vosoetictaouct [TEVERY MON. & TUES. FASHION
Grom 5-10p.m.)
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Gof s Sapm DINNERS FROM
SPECIALS 560
FOR THE MONTH Includes
Servad Mon. vy FNes HOT ROLLS, SALAD
COMPLETE FROM OUR BOUNTIFUL
DINNERS SALAD BAR, SOUP
495 POTATO
MEMADE DESSERTS
NEW YORK STEAK Ho - '
FLORIDA RED SNAPPER BEVERAGE
38305 PLYMOUTN BSAD, LIVOIA
One Mile West of Newdergh
POR REBTAVATIONS 464-2272

-@ EVERY f MONDAY
(1AM tiClose)
FOR
SENIOR CITIZENS 1« FRIENDS
CHARBROILED CHOPPED BEEF
BREADED VEAL CUTLET.

PETITE NEW YORK STRIP STEAK
DINNERS INCLUDE
Potato Bonanza Tossts Chowca of
Saiad. Cottage Cheese or Jeilo
SENIORCITIZENS ONLY:
FREE Bérerage Win Oinoer

AT TNISELOCATIONS ONLV
v

33456 W 7MILE RD
AT FARMINGTON RO
INK-MART PLAZA

| odiivind
25610W 8MILE RD
AT BEECH OALY RD
INK-MART PLAZA



