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Shpiece says,

Trustees knew of buffer machine defect

By RON GARBINSKI

At ‘least six Farmington School
rd members were told last week

by school nistrators that the buf-
fing machine al which a 13yearold
East Junjor High School student was

electrocuted while operating, had a
Droblem several days before the in-
cident occurred, says Board ‘l‘nm
Michael Shpiece
“The buffing machine rvpontdly
was not operating at full speed a
couple of days before the electro-
cution. So the machine was checked
out and nolhlng was lamd W be

and it worked fine, so he changed
boxes,

“Apparently, as we know it now,
the machine was delective and not
the elecirical box.” he says.

At the time of Robert Kourtjian's
electrocution. Shpiece said the admin-
Istrators toid board members that the
buffer was not on the clectrical box
which was thought to be defective.
but it was on a new ¢lectrical box in
the shop area.

Shpiece said the briefing was attend-
ed by at least six board members and
“those admlnhlrllarv that usually at.
tend school meetings.! s-uth)dhe fis

.mn; with 1t the person
who checktd it out feh the pm&'m
was in the clectrical box to which the

* machine was hooked up to and not the
machine itsell.” explains Shpiece.

“Al that time. the shop instructor
opened the machine and examined it
for shorts. It is my impression that
shorts are sometimes really difficult
to find,”" he says. “So it was assumed
the problem was not with the ma-

chine, but with the electrical box ™

10 lrpeln that several days before
ectrocution. there was an at-
tempt to diagnose the problem, bt
the problem was misread. Shpiece re-
calls of the briefing by adminis-
trators
*'As well as ! can recall. \hc instruc-
tor took the machine apant and looked
at it. but he did not meter . He tied
the bulfer into another electrical box
T

. assistant
mts business manager and U\e dns-
trict's lawyer.

As of Friday night. neither Shpwece
nor Board President William Corbiss
knew of any citations issued for violat-
ing any state safety law.

Lewis Schulman. assistant supermn-
tendent of secondary achools. saxd the
shop area in which the youth was elec-
trocuted 11 days ago will be opened
for class today

“The shop arca has been checked
and rechecked and it has been re-
leased back to us by authorities in-
vestigating the incident It has been
decided that the room is safe for stu-
dents 1o reenter,” Schulman sad
““The enginecring firm we hired to cer-
tify the room has finished its n-
vestigation and said the kids now will

3 Michelle Grohowski (left) and Tara Hanley were members of a
Mercy High School advanced Latin class which tuen@d the dead
1angusge into tiving, rollicking theatrical comedy. (Statt photo by
Harry Mauthe)

Women to march
against abortion

Twenty members of Lilespan in
nm\ln:wn will spend Thursday, Jan
2. marching in Washington D.C. The

one of those who will be n the march
says the local group, Lifespan. is pro
life N

have-u!ealmosphenn‘mkhm
work again’

“SF. Sonk Associates (of Novi)
went over the room with a fine tooth
comb and reviewed everything inside.
They made several recommendations
to us and we have complied with
every one.

“They made some rmmm
tions that needed to be corrected im-
mediately And we corrected them
«last week).” Schulman continued

They, alsé made several recommen-
dations to correct various other de-
fects later on and Schuiman said the
district will make sure it corrects
those problems soon.

“But the important thing is that the
engineering firm thade their in
spection of the shop area after local
and state mspcdnons were made,”
explained. “So we are making doubly
sure that the shop arca is safe for the
students to use. There should be no
immediate dangers.”

As for violations in the shop area.
Schulman said there were several re-
ported “small or minor” violations,
but most of those were corrected last
week

The Farmungton Hills police, State
Police crime 1ab and the Occupational
Safety Standards Cominission are still
cunlmulng their investigations into the
vlectrocution and equipment used
the shop area at East Junior High
School

+
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Though classical language department head

Sister Marjorie right_has seenthe puppet

many times, she can still laugh when student

Mauthe)

Marisa Petrefla and her puppet come up with a
fast pun from Plautus. (Staff photos by Harry

Students brighten classics
by letting puppets do the work

edy in the Roman Emgire in the third
wasn't & whole lot different
rom 20th certury Westems
Calling themselves the Plautus Pup-
peteers after the Roman playwright.
the students. under the direction of de-
head Sr Marjorie Elizabeth
Allen, transiated a Plautus comedy.
“Captivi” into modern English and ti-
tied it “The POW's."
Sister Marjone bkens the use of

° cumcy in a tragic smmwn to the

“Hogan's Heroes™

Describing “The POW's™ ls atypi-
cal Plmgus play. she says, “It is full
of puns and action. There is a ot of
running around and not much plott-
ing. In a sense the characters are ster.
otyped like thase of a Western movie
‘There's the same set of characters in
every Plautus play ™

‘How district

By RON GARBINSKI

The belief that high school dropouts
are stupid. unmativated or that teach-
ers have failed them in the classroom
s "pure rubbish” accordng lo a
Farmington School District adminis-

contrary, national studies
hat high school dropouts
are usually of average intelligence,
tut somewhere along the way lhry ex-

tendent of

“Kids dropout of school because

they have certain . ot be-

caue they are failing as stpderts. It's
not just on their performance in

the classroom. but on a whole pack:

age ol things

The students went beyond trans-

Behan Junior High. amued lht
offer, bt it also was done for fellow
students at Mercy. .
However, the project be taken
10 the Junior Classica) League Conven-
tion in Ann Arbor on Mar h 27 for a
workshop program g

JUNIOR MARISA PET?-ELLA who
spervised making the et mache
puppets says. “Platuws hd a sap
“Sick sense of humor.”

She says transiating mn humor to
the modern iiom was »‘dnucme
She recalls the decision t¥i leave ane
line as it translated literady. ~“Watch
ot or 111 denose your Mace

“We thought it was fumy o we left
it in

Senior Tara Hanley. a four-year
Latin student. gives an example of

in their treatment of potertia) drop-
outs. While all school districts have
mmamm it is a mark of
system 1o provide an easy
mmhdlnrlhemﬁrlmhhn
leﬂlhe!yum
=1 feel the district wn_.&s for a

. equivalency program
Overall, the district's &w«l
compares favorablly with its i
ate neighboring districts The
rate for the Farmington district dur-
ing the 1973-74 school year was 388

. “The student's personality. attitudes < per cent as compared (o the total rate
is an affiliate of the state Pro- “We are pro life. a "
. against abortion,  and habits play just as big.a role in  of 599 per cent for the 28 school dis-
e et Ao, e RS e T N Y e
‘arminglon women will fly to inc 3 . were
On Jan, 3. 147, L ;’,’f“"’,s‘;':: and retumn (rom Washingion DC. in leachers, financial probiems and the . high school dropouts in Fmington.
abortion on demand to one day on a special tour rate. Mrs. y he comes from. Of the 1573 studerts at Farmington
sion permi Weber says many more have in- “But & good, comprehensive achool High, B left achool. Twenty dropped
T armingion area women wij dcated they are interested in going. e wil ofer 3 vansy o o s from North Farmington, a school
‘othars from across the country in  While there. selected delegates plan  grams that will meet the ﬁ”gl‘miw“‘““‘m
front of the White House, march down  to meet with local representatives and  needs of potential dropouts. It -\n
vania Avenue (o the Capitol 1o urge them to support a human Bfe try to students with inter “Our dropeut rate is not all that
,m,dmu.pmww&r “which would snd  esting and exciting programe.” contin-  bed considering the number of stu-
preme Court rullng. foster all human life from conception ues the assistant dents we have in the district.” says
Last year more than 25000 women to natural death." *‘We belleve the district offers such  Schuiman "And | believe a It of the
,.mc]p.mhunmndwldngml During the day in Washington D.C..  a good mix of programs that satisfies  potential dropout’s needs are met
nmmwu&m ac:  the marchers will be addrewsed by Na-  the needs of almost every studert.” : through many of our special needs
cording to & mﬂn‘ﬂ in the Ouk- tional Right to Life Committee offi- programs.” 8
land y . cials and Pro-Life senators and con- SCHULMAN HAS in ‘The district has several of these spe-
Mrs. Marget Weber of Farmington,  gressmen. the attitudes of the district’s schools  cla) educational programs, it just be-
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how some of the lnes had to be
changed

“There was one lne. 1 wouldnl
Pve a talent for 2 Thales of Miledus'
Thales of Miledus was a famous
mathematician of the time—a name
audiences would have recogzed We
changed it to l-whn(nvadnme
for an Einstein

Nichelle Grohowski hLists the
Piagus stock characters. “The old
man. the young man. the cook and the
parasite—{reeloader is prodebly a bet-
ter title for the parasite .

Sister Marjorie says there are usuai-
ly three women in the Plautus ‘come.
Ges. “But. we dont see much of
them
lhtngnopmotrnx never to

project going to
keep Latin lllxve and well at Merey

School
It will be the thard time she has of-

cause a student is part of the pro-
ram, does not necessarily mean he
is a potential dropout. he says.
special needs program, for ex-
about 9 sudents who

are usually nushing across

fered an archaeological dig in con-
jnction with another school. Even
now, her students are contemplating
ways to puzzie the other archaeology
team—thes year a group {rom Catho-
lic Central

Sister Marjone explains. “We cre-
ate a culture and artifacts and bury
them out in back The other school
wll do the same thing™

Each school digs up the other's arti-
facts and tres td deapher the sam-
ples to piece the culture together
Two years ago. Mercy classical lan-
guage students created a culture from
Europe in the 15th century One of the
items they buried was an albino doll—
white hair. white skin colonng. The.
other team didnt analyz the doll and
came to the

mg to understand were ail albinoes

intrigues dropouts

their respective high schools.

THIS SCHOOL PROVIDES students
with specific programs that individual
districts cannot financially offer. such
as diese! mechanics. dsta processing,
dental assisting. food service and
many more.

lh\nallyhblkmtw
out because of the connotations it has
picked up over the years. [ think
school lesvers is probably a better de-
scription of these students.” he contin-
ues. .

*All school is not for everyone and
Rt ma.

ture faster and have different needs
and desires in life”

MODERN LEARNING
Oukland Community College




