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editorial opinion
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The lazy evening conversation around our kitch-
on table is often about men. When my daughter's
friends gather, they like to discuss the men
they're dating—what they like about them and
what they don't.

Man{ of their friends are getting married and
this often leads to tak that is enlightening.

One of their prime concerns is for friends who
expect to bring about changes in their future
spouses. Too many times these young women at
the table have heard my old truism “never marry
with the idea of changing someone.”

1 USUALLY FOLLOW this with another classic
cliche. "what you sec is what you get,” and then
shut up and listen.

Sure. some behavorial modifications take place
n!(cr marriage. But, radical changes? Dont bet

Almhohca don’t suddenly and permanently
climb on the wagon, latners dont turmy into
long-suffering angels indolents seidom be-
come overnight cager beavers. Marriage ts nei-
ther a cure-all for mental of physical ills nor a
road to reformation. It is a da -mday living situ-
ation with a mixed bag of gt and not-so-goods

1f you don't like the way he sturps his coffee
and burps before marriage, you'll like it a whole
lot less when exposed to it seven days a week,
vear after \re'arh cion he is

The man who has a vague suspicion mar-
rying a women who doesnt have the same re-
spect for a dollar that he does. should square off
before, not after the wedding.

Last semester one of the pro)ecu in Nancy Anti-

(I:’zniq,uz abart

Caveat emptor, ladies

adel's lish composition classes at the OCC Or-
chard Ridge clmpus was to write marriage con-
tracts. A good idea, because it helps clarify expec-
tations.

1f it sounds too businesslike. then consider that
marriage is, in truth, a business partnership wit)h
the p of some wonderful bonuses: if ap-
proached with care and adequate tion.

in other centuries, marital duties obliga-
tions were clear and readily understood by every-
one. They varied some from culture to culture,
but within each, there were rules. The man was
the head of the household and breadwinner.
He made the & The wife ib
for the home and the care of the children. Most of
us know these. Few things were written down ex-
cept financial arnm«g)ns when there was a
dowry involved.

IN CBR'I‘AIN Middle East cultures, for in-

bride was expected to take her hus-

hand’s lallh if their religious backgrounds difer-

ed. No problem. It was an accepted fact. if she

was Roman Catholic and he was Orthodox. she
converted.

Not so simple anymore. Today's y\burg people
are not forced by society to accept such dictates
They have freedom of choice. from the marital
partner to the kind of home atmosphere they in-
tend to create.

And facetious as it may sound a few things un-
derstood before the ceremony from table manners

to who spends the could help create the
bonuses that can be:;:y the rewards of a lasting
partnership.
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The truth about Ma Bell

Martha Mitchell would have a field
day in Southficld where the hand that
rocks the cradle belongs to Ma Bell
who caters to gabbers in record num-
bel

TS

hd you know Southfield. population
69.285. has 129 phoncs fof every 100
residents and the city ranks third
among 1.400 major cities in 171 coun-
tties phonclically speaking?

Before you get carried away. let me
remind you that in January 1973, &
was reported Southficld. with 84.5%
yakking instruments. gained the dis.
, tinction of being one of only two cities
“In the world with more telephones
than people

That was the year | vowed nat o in-
stall the 84,593rd despite our teenager
demanding. “'Why dont you get your
own lelephone so you wont have to
wait for me to finish taking."

1 waited while Lisa called “Dial a
Smile.” "“Dial n Prayer.” and time or

weather service when she ran aut of
kids . Dial a Smile's" line was usual
ly busy. which was just as well when
lhey gave you kneeslappers like.

“Knock, knock Who's there” Pocket.
Pocket who® Pocket in the pocking
fod

THERE WERE times | even tried
“Dial a Prayer” to see f some heav-
enly being could show me the way to
cure Lisa of telephonitis But there
was no answer.

1 can forget about using the phone
between 7:15 and 7:40 in the momning
That's when Lisa calls time service 25
times because she refuses to wear a
waich and every clock in the house
does its own thing

Lisa used to dial a number and get
a recording called “‘Goldiggers
Barn.” A sexy voice would purr, “We
have girls size 45. We're all ot of s
You all come down now.” Thankfully
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Northwestern only

Editor:

Though disagreeing with those op-
bollna the completion of the long
Dlanned and necessary continustion of
“Northwestern Highway, 1 do have real
aespect for the forthright way in
which they are registering their objec-
tions Indeed. it Is citizen involvernent
such as this that makes the American
‘system work ag well as it does

practical answer

Doing nothing. though least expen-
sive. Is intolerable

Widening existing mile m-h re
quires removal of numerous roadside
trees and 100 per cent financing Ly
state and Iocal taxpayers—an impos-
sible burden

The extension, while understandably
objectionable to those who

rty influenced by this -enc»

« However, as part of the
“majority of silent opinion on this im-
portant local question, 1 have rather
Gepended upon others to champion the
cause of ultimate construction. But
now it appears timely to volce our ma-
Jority opinion to give renewed support
.30 those who must make the uitimate
~decision.
~ Those traveling beymi thé present
Beadend terminus of Northwesiern
“Highway KNOW that something
ST be done. In view of existing
1, fiscal and environmental consid-
cnlkm no real practical alterns-
ves have been suggested to alleviate
the acknowledged congestion.

only pndlui answer. It WILL Mlll
existing legal contract obligations. It
IS eligible fot financing by return of
federal funds. It CAN be implemented
in the reasonable future. .
A welldefined high vokame, high
artery to the developing
northwesterly portion of Oskland
County is an obvious necessity. And.
untit & viable alternate s proposed,
the long time well considered exten-
sion of Northwestern Highway ap-
pears 10 be the least objectionable of
the limited alternatives available.
DAVID A. BRADBURY
Orcherd Lake
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that service has been phased ot
With my luck, if 1 got an obscene
phone call. mine would be the wrong
number

1 remember back in 1973 when our
grandson was eight months oid and
lived in Ypsilanti, it cost us about $80
a month so doting Aurt Lisa could in-
form us Dylan said something that
sounded like “'ga ga” on the phone.

Ma Bell tells us many affluent
homes in Southfield have more than

ane phone—maybe two. three or even

four. Kids in this city may not be
born with silver spoons in their
mouths. but I'm convinced they came
into this world with receivers at-
tached to their ears and over-sized dia-
ling fingers

JUST TURN lounypuen_me

Knhy Kevin and Kelly or nmply

‘children’s telephone.”

1 wonder what happens when Karen
is doing homework over the
with her girlfriends and Kely, Keith.
Kathy and Kevin are all watting to
make calls Maybe they each have a
telephone of their own

I'm not being critical. you under-
stand. 1 must admit we finally suc-
cumbed to Lisa's telephonitis and her
rame | now appears under my s

A in the phone book

1 hasnt helped matters that much
because my spouse, who claims to
hate that “instrument of torture.”
makes an average of 15 business calls
a night ['ve thought of sending ot
smoke signals when 1 want to reach a
{riend who complains she never hears
from me

mu\lylirnelmwu\:mm

the soup is boiling over
Another one I love is the 7 a.m. cal

1 yawn, “but
the
mother of the nation to Martha M-

riarch of the yak, yak. yak society is
nothing tut a phoney dingading
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‘SIX FOR
FILTERS
Change every

327

improve furnace efficiency, save en-
gy

ABLE
PORTABL 7 234 .
HEATER FIRE EXTINGUISHER
Partable Arin radiant heater gives
fan foreed warmth Thermostat. sin-
Rle heat setting. (1320 watts) 122 x
180 ¢ 67 $30HZ3 Reg 1S4
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DAILY 9am —9p.m.
SUNDAY 10-3

ON SPECIAL GROUPS OF NAME BRAND:

Lelsure Svits — Sweaters —
Dress Shirts — Slacks —
Fancy Print Sport Shirts —
Ovuterwear

106.m. 10 10p.m.
Sunday 1lo.m.toép.m.

45001 Ford Rood
1 f0 Meijer Thrifty




