State read

By RON GARBINSKI

The Department of Labor has re-
celved recommendatlons and initial re-
ports from its inspectors probing the
shop area at East Junlor High Schoo!
where a student was electrocuted, but
the agency has not yet issued any cita-
tions for violations of the state’s
safety-standards acts

*"There were some violations found
at East,” sald Keith Molin, director of
the Michigan Department of Labor
“But as 8 result of this specific in-
cident and the violations that existed.
the department decided to conduct a
more intensive Investigation of the
shop area.

“We are limiting our

vestigators should have their reports
completed soon.

“The department’s Inltial in-
vestigation of the shop area has con-
ducted Jan. 12, 13 and 15.. At that
time, it was discovered that the wires
in the electrical box to which the ma-
chine was connected were bare, and
that the electrical box itsell was hot
grounded.” Molin said. referring to
the report from his inspectors

Molin said the results of the in-
vestigation should be completed with-
In a week (o ten days. After the re-
poris are reviewed, the department
will then notify the school district of
any citations.

“WE HAVE NOT yet completed the
and have not

to that specific facility, lnq our in-
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By STEVE BARNABY

False alarms are becoming a prod
lem in the City of Farmington

That's the word from Public Safety
Director Daniel Byrnes. who would
like to see an ordinance established to
regulate alarm systems which ring
Into the safety department’s switch-
board.
- The danger exists, he says. that

e lines could get tied up wilh"

alse alarms. prohibiting actuai emer-
gency calls from getting through

False alarms have increased from
154 alarms in 1963 to 384 alams in
1974. The figure for the first six
months of 1975 indicate that the de-
partment probably received nearly
500 false alarms during 1975. accord-
ing to Byrnes

“Some businesses have more than
30 false alarms o year,” Byrnes told
city council this week. as they consid-
ered an ordinance which would fine
homes and businesses that have con-
tinued false alarms

*1 would hope an ordinance such as
this would urge those people to cor-
rect the deficiencies ™

UNDER THE proposed ordinance,
the Public Safety Depariment would
have the authority to hill the person
who owns and maintains a faulty
alarm system $25 for cach [alse
nlarm received by the department
“The billing procedure would be im-
plemented any time an alarm system
falls to operate correctly more than
two times in any 30-day period. or
four times in any calendar year. An
owner would have three working days
after he has been informed to have
the correction made

The delinition of false alarm ex-
cludes alarms that are caused by se-
vere weather or violent conditions
beyond the control of the owner of the
alarm, according 1o the ordinance lan-

Ruage
“It's not our intent to discourage

our closing conference with the school

e

shop areas are covered under the de-
partment of education.”

WHILE THE LABOR

district. we er- According (o Molin, the Departmert:
ence, we will tell them what was  of Labor has Hmited jarisdiction in,
found o be In violstion of the state’s  this specific incident becamse a stu-
safety act.”” the director contirued.  dent was inwolved. As the safety stand:
"By next week. the report and any  ards acts read now, the depar
citations will be readily available 0 has no direct jurisdiction over facil
the public.” ities where students work while attend-
The Department of Labor's

mmxmdmmx The law is limited to (acilities and

yet
completes his phase of the in-
vestigation. his report will be turned

Farmiynton
Ohserupr

Thursday. January 22, 1976

persons from getling alarm systems,”
says Byrnes. “‘Rather. it is our intent
to keep the alarm in good working
condition.™

‘The problem, as it now stands,
exists primarily with business alarm
systems. says Byrnes But there is an
increased interest among private
homeowners. who tend to buy less ex-
pensive units that may become defec-
tive.
“Residential alarms really arent a
problem as of yet. There are probably
only about 10 in town My worry is if
we had abowt 50 of them in the city.
They could tie up our phone system.™
says Byrnes
“] just want to stop the problem be-
fore it starts

SOME HOME alarm systems con-
taln a pre-recorded message When
the alarm is set off. it ties into the po-
lice phone system. notifying the de-
partment that cither a fire or bur-
glary is in process.

The problem, says Byrnes. arises if
the recording keeps repeating itsell
‘This would keep the police line busy,
disabling it from taking other in-
coming calls

Under the proposed ordinance a per-
son would need permission of the pub-
lic salety department to have an
alarm tied into the department’s
switchboard

I his report to council. Byrnes said
the incressed false alarms not only
tie up dispatchers and a patrol offi-
cer's time in answering the alarm,
but also create a “false sense of secu-
rity that the officer in fact is respond-
ing to a falsc alarm, but in actuality
the alarm may have been set off by a
person committing a holdup or a bur-

dary.
Up until this time local business
alarms have caused the false alarm

problem
“What we are looking for is the busi-
nessmen's cooperation,” says Byrnes
He cites one Incident in which a

Mary Crane, a City of Farmington public safety phone dis-
patkcher sits In front of the control board which Public Safety
Director Dan Byrnes fears may become overioaded with false
alarm calls during emergencies.(Staff photo)

electrocution report

ower to the Hills department of public

Lewis Schulman, Farmington assist-
ant superintendent of secondary
schoots. seid that as a result of the
electrocution the district has been
checking and rechecking all its
schools.

»po .
Clarification
Some school board officials believed

the article entitied ' Trustees knew of

buffer machine defect” in the Jan 19

edition of the Farmington Observer &

Eccentric was misleading
To clarify the situstion. the meeting

spoken of in the article took place on

Monday. Jan. 12, three days after Rob-

ert’ Kourtjian died
We regret any confusion the article

may have caused

£ reeentric

Farmngton, Mickigan

businessman had 18 false alarms in
two months The businessman neglect-
«d to get his alarm fixed even after re-
peated warnings (rom Byrnes’ depart-
ment. He was even given tickets for
creating a i

“This guy
alarm ring all weekend, sometimes.
We finally got him to comply after
writing a letter (o his insurance com-

Byrmnes.
Severa! surrounding communities,
such as Detroit, Troy and Livonia al-
ready have ordinances regulating the
use of alarms. says Byroes.

“T even considered having one or
two phane lines for dial-in alarms, bt
1 dont think it is our job o serve the
tunction of an alarm company,’
Bymes told city councilmen.

The ordinance aliow certain
types of high risk businesses to be con-
nected directly with the police switch-
board through the police alarm in-
the dispatch console. A
$100 fee for installation and $100
maintenance and monitoring fee
would be ed.

Having introduced the ordinance.
the council will give it further consid-
eration.

Genealogy

Who is the owner of these size 84 shoes? He
delights the kids and is from Farmington Hills.

%6 Pages

Whoa Nelly

To see who this chipper tellow 1s turn to page
3A (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

How residents seek out ancestors

By CORINNE ABATT

The Farmington Geneslogical So-
clety has a special project planned for
the bicentermial year. They are hop-
ing to microfilm the records of the
First Baptist and have them
available in the Farmington Library

Commenting abowt the project.
Peter Schaldenbrand, Farmington
High School math teacher who teach-
es geneslogy evenings. mys the re-
cords are valuable because the

RE

history.
“We come for the lectures and we
enjoy talking with each other,” says
carefully
that “One is never done with genealo-
€y—you just shift from one problem
to another."

THE PROBLEMS, naturally. in

menting
25 years for a generation. 10 gener-
stions would take a family back to the

He says birth and.desth certificates
were issued on the tasis of this infor-
mation and sometimes the family

's interest began

establish.
“‘Most of the people who sign up for
my classes are not " he
says. “They're looking for other
means than they know of to establish

i

puts them on to what he calls
resort records'—ax records, vot-
lists, naturalizations *“sometimes
are happy just to find 2 name in
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Local singers join
Oakway concert chorus

Onc of the largest choral works of
all time. the Verdi “Requiem” will be
performed in Mercy High School sudi-
torium. Farminglon Hills, Sunday.
Jan. 25, at 4 pm

1t will be given by the Onkway Sym-
drection

tary 140-voice choir of students from

four area high schooks.

These are: the 20 voice Madrigal
Choir from Southfiel-Lathrup di-
rected by Louise Ward. 4 students
from Birmingham Seaholm.

George T. Still

brother filled out a
listing grandparents
and great-grandparents Several
his mother went
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PETER SCHALDENBRAND

ter Day Saints in Salt Lake Gty The

second is the National Archives ™
FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES, the

Morman Church has always encour-

aged genealogical research

It°s like money
in your purse



