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“I’s Detroit’s
water, period’ |

By TIM RICHARD

“It’s our water. You dont own any
of it . . . But there has been a lack of
understanding and a failure of commu-
nication, and we'l) be glad to sit down
with you and tell each other our prob-
lens.™

That message, simultaneously con-
cillatory and absolute. was delivered
1o suburban city officials by Charles
Scales Jr., new director of the Detrokt
Water and Sewcrage Department.

Scales told mayors. councilmen and
other officials at a regional meeting
of the Michigan Municipal League
that there was no possibility the sub-
urbs could ever become part owners
of the system.

“When you buy a car, you donY get
stock in General Motors. You buy a
kilowatt of electricity, but tht da&n
Rive.you stock in
said Scales.

THE QUESTION arose last week
when city and village officials held a
seminar in the Detroit Yacht Club. A
questioner asked Scales, a panelist o
the topic of water, whether subur-
banites were contributing. through
their water and sewage treatment
bills, to capital funding of
ments within Detroit's city limits.

The question went to the heart
the controversies over water rates be

~tween Detroit and the suburbs, and
the perpetual 43 advantage Detroit
'h\;:rdm the department’s governing

Suburbanites have { requently sugges-
ted the water department become a
regional facility with the “‘one person,
one vote” principle applicd to board
representation.

A recent 33 per cent rate increase
was adopted when the four Detrok
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members outvoted the thiee suburban

members.

Scales’ answer left no roam for
doubt: There is no possibility the sub-
urbs can buy their ways into the sys-
tem and become partners It's De-
troit's system. period.

SCALES ACKNOWLEDGED Detroft-
ers and suburbanites alike had reason
to be unhappy at the 39 per cent rate

_increase. But he defended it with the

help of the other panelist. Dearborn
Heights Mayor John Harris. newest
suburban member of the water board.

Labor costs are rising. he xaid,
pointing to union contracts, cost of liv-
ing allowance improvements, social
security tax increases, hospitalization
and workers' compensation cost
hikes.

Thr electricity bill from Detrot Edi-
son Co. Is $400,000 morthly. Edison
£t a recent 15 per cent rate hike. is
expecting another 13 per cemt hike
and will probably ask for still another
15 per cent hike, Scales said

Lawsuits arising from the Lake
Huron intake tunne| explosion have
been expensive. id Scales. The
‘water department thought & would be
exempt from such suits until the
courts ruled otherwige

ON THE CONCILIATORY side.
Scales said many of the service con
tracts between Detroit and the sub-
urbs are 20 years old.

“There have been changes. We
would like each of you to invite me to
sit down with you. We can tell each
other our problems. We will either
reach agreement or at least delineate

the issues

He said the accounting firm of Ar-
thur Andersen & Co. has been asked
to make 8 computer model 1o aid the
department in rate fixng

A significant problem in the next
four years, Scales said. will be raising
$400 million for water pollution con-
trol equipment. The depariment
raises such capital through bond sales
‘and through revenues generated by

water sales.

HARRIS, APPOINTED by Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young after Livomia
Mayor Edward McNamara was fired.
uld water board differences are

based upon pemnahlnts not Detrog
versus the suburbs

leﬂs called the board's representa

“fair.”

He recalled that at one time Detroit
and o\ner yne County had separate
It was a gond wdca. g we
I(he suburbss didn't know how to do
it. When we {ound out how to do it.
we found we couldnt afford o.”
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YEAR-END CI.EARANCE /'

in Coats & Jockets ® Variety of Styles
& Colors ® Men's & Women's @ Finest Quality
Material & Workmanship

Retail Price .. ........ $240.00
Our Price

SALE PRICE

$120.00
plus FREE METRO
ASSBOOK—W"H COUPON!

$20.00 off

on any purchase
plus FREE PASSBOOK
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Hours: Men.-fri. 9.4; Sor. 11.5
Phone 585-8414

$70 EXECUTIVE DRIVE, TROY, MICHIGAN . . . 2 Blks. E. of Ockiand Mofl

HOUSE OF MAPLE & P1

10, 50%

FROM THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
EARLY AMERICAN & COLONIAL
QUALITY FURNITURE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
‘BY NATIONALLY KNOWN MANUFACTURERS.

OFF

32098 Plymouth Rd.
- Brwn. Merviman & Farmi

ington
Hours: 9:30-9 Duily Man. Set.

HOUSE OF MAPLE & PINE

LIVONIA STORE

LIVONIA | 6603 Divy

$20-0700 | 6 Mies N.W. of Tebegraph
9309 Daaly Turs & Set_ il 6pm

CLARKRSTON STORE

Hwy. (LN 10) 623-3200

Selected group of discontinved
styles of year round dress shoes,
boots, slipons, or oxfords. Black,
brewn, tans and patent leothers.
Sizes 6% to 15, AA to EEE » NOT
ALL SIZES ¢ Values to $55.00

Entire stock now reduced for limited
time only.
Reg. $52 to $68

DEXTER, VERDE and
HUSH PUPPIES

Dress shoes and boots, discontinued
styles of high heels, plaﬂorms and
dress wedges. Alio men's crepe sole
cosuals in brown, tan or bone
leather.

Values to $40.00

NOW ~
$19%
323"'
WRIGHT ARCH PRESERVERS

NOwW

$39% 108579,

NOW

$12%
32"490

WATERPROOF HUNTING BOOT

Men's leather - waterproof boots.
Both 6" and 8" styles in green only.

Reg. $50 ond $56

53990

POLO

.Entire stock of fine English Dress
shoes. BROKEN SIZES.
Reg. $70 1o $80

NOW
$39% - 159"

SOMERSET MALL STORE ONLY

NO EXCHANGES  NO REFUNDS » NO PHONE omnﬂ

‘ Diners Club
Master Charge
mm Shms BankAmericard
Birmingham ¢ 115 W. Maple

—Open Daity 9:30—5:30 Thurs. & Fri. ‘il 9:00
Troy
* Open Doily 10-6:00 Thurs. & Fri. 'til 9:00

Somerset Mall *

ON FEB.9, THE ACTION
MOVES TO EXCITING

NORTHFIELD
HILTON INN

Come visit the exciting new haven in Troy-land. Enjoy

the ical phere d by a totally new concept in

hotel living. There are 191 luxurious and sound- proofed
guest rooms, banquet and meeting facilities to accom-
modate trom 15 to 1500 with complete guest services.

You'll want to relish Wicker Works. Hurley's is alive

7 nights a week with music, entertainment, all enhanced

by pretty maids serving
man-sized drinks. Add an

all-season pool, men's and
women’s saunas, untimited
parking and . . . well, come
see for yourself and expect to
fall under the spell of the
ultimate in hotel living.
Opening Monday, Feb. 9.

Northfield Hilton Inn
5500 Crooks Rd. at 1-75
Troy, Michigan 48084
(313) 879-2100




