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Hills public hearing set
for development grant

By STEVE BARNABY

Farmington Hills residents will
have an opportunity to express their
opinions on a three-year community
development grant which the city is
now receiving

A public hearing is being conducted
tonight tMonday: at 8 pm. in Farm-
ington Hills City Hall. 11 Mile and Or-
chard Lake Road. The $600.000 grant
will be used for storm sewer devel-

likes sidewalks whether or not they
really needed them,” says Doman

This community block grant places
more responsibility on local govern-

ment It shows a realization that
every community has different
needs

every year. says Dornan, because the
federal government could decide to ¢i
ther increase or reduce alocated
funds

UNDER THE HOME renovation
program, residents would be ehigible

. 10 receive funds and loans fo- fixing

THE PRIMARY REGULATION
now is thal the funds must be spent
for low and moderate income persons.

Concentration in the Hills' grant

opment. housing code
home renovation and senior citizen
programs

City afficials are enthused about the
grant. according to admenistrative as-
sistant Mike Dornan. because it
aliows for increased local determina-
tion of how the funds arc spent

[n the past. block grants have been
categorized. allowing cities to spend
money only on designated projects.
While regulations still exist. the new
grants offer much more leeway 1o
local municipalities. he says.

Red-tape-bound programs. he says,
have been abolished.

“The problem before was that the
funds were earmarked” A lot of cities.
for instance. were building things

will be on Ping a storm sewer
system in Sections-35 and 3%. locad 1n
the city's south end

“It's very flat in that section of the
city and. when the spring thaw
comes. the roads get real bad " The
entire storm sewer system will cost
$628.000, says Dornan The city hopes
to have excess funds available so resi-
dents in that area wont have 1o be as-
sessed to pay for the costs the grant
won't be able to hande

“We don't want 1o assess the people
in that area if we dont have to. It
doesn't make sense. Hopefully, we
will have excess funds to take care of
1" he says, :

Although the grant is for three
vears. cities are required to reapply

i
K
r:

up personal residences. The storm
sewer plan will go hand in hand with
the renovation program, says Doman.
because sewer installation will en
hance the arca.

Under the renovation program the
city has three alternative plans for
aiding  homeowners

® A loan to persons after needs
have been certified by city mspectors.

* Interest subsidy programs
through which the city would cooper-
ate with private lending institutions in
subsidizing portions of loans. which
-homeowners could obtan

® A lending program m which the
ity would guarantee loans to private
lending institutions

““Through this program we rnpe to

| chminate red lining in the area.” sayx
% Dornan
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Pat Bordman of Farmington Hills. who has
developed a popular course on growing piants
for youngsters. helps her daughter. Amy, win
the egg shell planting. Mother furnishes the
In the back-

materials. Amy does the work

Mauther

ground, Helene 1s intently prepanng dirt for

planting The hargng plant:s a carrot with the
core center to hoid water The carrot is in-
verted and sprouts come from where the
green top was « .t away (Staff photo by Harry

How Farmington students fare in state testing

By RON GARBINSKI

Results of the recent Mlchlpn

ucational Assessment show
that students in the Flrmln‘lon
School District have scored. on the av-
erage. almost 20 per cent higher than
most other districts in the state

These test scores for students in
grades four and seven indicate the per-
centage of students who have attained
the minimal state objectives in read-
ing and mathematics

"The state assessment test is not
one that actually is made for basic
comparison of tolal grade levels or
achievement scores at the end of the
year, but rather attainment of certain
objectives in reading and math.” e
plained Larry Freedman. assistant su-
perintendent of elementary schools in
Farmington

“It i3 interesting, and we are quite
pleased. that our a ranges
anywhere from 10 to 20 per cent
above the state average and within no
time dre we hitting the minimal state -
average. And we never fall below that =
sverage, either.” he continued :

IN THE MATH section there are 30

or ns and Ih the reading
parts of the test, there are either 19
or 20 questions depending on the
grade level. Five are asked

of each objective and when a student
answers four or more correctly. he
has achieved the desired results
The department of education re.
views the exams and reports back to
the districts basis how many students
achieved those objectives
tributes state averages so that each
district can see how it compares to.
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State needs opinions
on social service

Residents in the 84Lh state represen-
tative district in Farmington and the
Southfield area are being asked for
input on how federal funds should be
spent for social-service programs.

Under Title 20, funds are provided
for family, children. youth and adu
services. The Michigan Department of
Social Services is responsible for the
overall administration and operation

- of the program

‘Those interested in stating prefer-
ences should send thelr replies to the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
Box 69, Southfield, Michigan 48075. Re-
sponses should be sent this week to
meet the state deadline.

- ,

‘The goals of the services P"’erlm i
are 1o achieve or maintain economic
sell-sufficiency. 1o prevent abuse or
exploitation of children and adults. to
prevenl or reduce inappropriate in-
stitutional care or 10 secure admission
for institutional care when other
forms of care are inappropriate.

Among the services provided under
Title 20 are adoplion . day care, home-
making. protection and transporta.
tion.

‘Target groups for these services are
primarily Ald to Dependent Children
and Social Security recipients. Some
of the services are provided to other
low-income persons

other fourth- and seventh-grade stu-

derts throughout the state

“"What also s of interest is that ob-
the

i
;1.4
]

or mmﬂy Mr total elementary ex.
perience.” said Freedman.

munaunmyp&mum
response and results of the tests. The
scores are really significant. They
show us that in the areas of math and
reading we are doing a good job. and
our ym.nyenm:d’umn( in the
classroom "

Results from each school in the dis.
trict have been returned to the individ-
ual buildings so that teachers can
work with students to see if they are

achieving cerum ab)«‘uves

“'One of the best things that has
come ot of the state assessment pro-
gram during the last couple of years
s the diagnostic tool the state has
given us. They have broken the ques-
tions down in objectives and let us
know what individual students have
done in specific areas of reading and
math. It also lets us do a lot more -
dividual work with youngsters.” said
Don Cowsn. the district’s elementary
testing chairman

IN AN EFFORT to help indivadual
students who did not score well on the
test, the district has designated read-
ing specialists at the schools as coor-
dinators of a followap program

When test results are returned to
the schools. the reading specialists
meet with bulding principals and dis-

Protests abortion rulings

cuts what can be done about students
not achieving state objectives

The specuahst and principal then
meet with the total teachmg staff and
discuss how the school compares to
other schools 1n the ditnct and gtate
Together they- decide what can be
dane to improve student scores

The reading specalist recommends
materials to teachers who want to
stress individual areas i which stu-
dents need help to reach the miumal
state objectives

“It 1 interesting to note that our
reading specialists were ahead of the
state in developing or starting to de
velop materials used in these special
follow programs and to see how
they are wed in helpng students
reach the objectives set by the ctate
Cowan sad

“Basically, what we are sayng s

that we are encouraged by the feed-
back we are getting from the state as
a resylt of this diagnostic tool | hope
the school system will continue to
pick up more and more In regards to
these results so we can help the young-
sters whe mught nat have reached the
minimal objectives.” he continued
After students are tested i the sev-
enth grade. each secondary school
and teacher has a chance 1o work
with students not meeting the objectiv.
es. said Lewis Schulman. asaistant su-
perintendent of secondary schools
In the jumor tugh schools. each
building’'s pnncipal and counseling
staff review the test scores and react
 dips in the results That way the
district follows its phtlosophy of under.
standing the individual readinrss and
needs of each child as he progresses
through his olementary years

Group lobbies in Washington
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media that reported the crowds at
3,080 only counted the first few on the
scene and failed 1o wait wntil others
who were held up by the weather had
arrived.

Rather than be tagged as anti-abor-
um these people prefer. in fact in-
upon  being labeled pro-life
"I’e are to the dignity
and sanctity of human life from begin-
ning to end.” Mrs Elwell says *Once
you iose the dignity of life at ane end
of the spectrum. it is not long before
society will become hardened 1o 1t at

the other end.”

The women. who shudder at the
often-inflicted stereotype of their
forces as little mare than middle-age
Catholic

“It was a thrill to me.” says Mrs
Elwell, ‘10 see the number of young
people mm -

“Yes.” agrees Mrs. Weber, “and ail
of our speakers while we gathered at
the park were “college students ™

A i

MARGARET WEBER

people. regardless of their capabili-
ties.” Mrs Elwell states
"Whn 13 to say whether these people
lead meaningful lives® Maybe m the
mind of 8 rnmgblo\d chid s life 18

mdlomylhdolmnm
Iation.
Mrs. Elwell gives an example of the

mean-

ingfulness®"
She continues. ““The State of Mich-
igan is weilcovered in this respect—

inside
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MARLENE HLWELL

Michigan tests bic by brain waves
Our concern 15 when you start pulling
plugs Who deternunes whose plug

Rets
Michigan Citizens for life welcome
the “hospice attitude” as articulated
by English physician Dr Syivia Lack
Ths phelosophy. which started 1n Eng-
Continwed on page SAf

STAY HAPPY

The Farmington librane: are
offering a varety of courses
throughout the winter months so
you can fight off the doldrums i
To see what you might be inter- - |
ested in turn to page JA.



