Mr. Fix-It shares

By LORAINE McCLISH

When Gene Kleeman walks into his
classroom, he often brings an odd as-
sortment of household or automobile
pleces and parts On onc occassion.
he even brought the proverbial kitch-
en sink

For five years, he has been teach-
ing two practical repair classes,
“Your Automobile and You." and
“Mr and Ms. Fix-it." He will bring
both classes to the Farmington Com-
munity Center the end of this month

Women often outnumber men 1n
Kleeman's classes lLast year he
taught and eight-yearold boy, and
some students are retirees The major-
ity come. he says. “because al one
time or anolher. they have felt as
though they have been cheated on re-
pair bills

Decorator strives

By LORAINE McCLISH

A woman who has been a profes.
sional interior decorntor for the past
17 years will tell classes in the Farm
ington Community Center the why's
and how's of the “‘put together” maga-
rine model rooms

Kay Isola believes most people are
uptight about being “too perfect They
worry about a table being too small
or too high so they cnd up being very
safe No one cntizes their room but
no one can say it has any pizazz It
just won't have any character

Ms Isola has designed both offices
and homes as well as worked as a de-
sign consultam. and has been teach-
ing classes for the past two years

She describes the 'best house' as
one that “is mixed up One thal is per-
sonalized. one that has a lot of me
mentos in it that mean something to

you
She carries this feching to her

"l have seen some unbelievable
bills," he added. “'One girl showed me
a $489 bill for brakes. exhaust and
tune-up. I'll never forget that one |
believe my students can save the cost
of the class fee before the eight weeks
are up. One woman got an estimate
for $47 to install some flourescent
lights and did it herself for $17.

KLEEMAN'S COURSE on automo-
biles is designed to allay & leeling of
helplessness when something  goes
wrong under the hood. and to develop
confidence in dealing with garage me-
chanics L. covers basic hand tools
and hardware. investigates mechani-
cal systems as well as safety and
good driving habits

He describes it as “hints on how 1o
better enjoy your car
For younger people, he says it is a

clients, she said. by getting 10 know
them. and getting 10 know what the
room is 1o be used for. “1 want to
know if they have pets, how much do
they entertain, does the hushand fall
asleep on the sofa watching television
How can | answer a question like
what-should-1-do-with-my-windows
when | don't know who is using the
room™" she asks

STUDENTS WILL get personalized
help in her classes. but it 1s unlikely
they will get any hard and fast rules
“There isnt a design rule known that
hasn't been broken and there are no
formulas, but | have some guidelines
that if used, cant miss.” she said

Her overall goal is to shake-up her
student’s way of thinking She says
she finds it a little amazing that a
woman can dress hersell beautifully
mixing and matching. yet be so un-

KAY IS0LA

“good basis for advanced mutomotive
courses. Some of our young students
have gone ¢ 10 training as automo-
tive mechamcs with Chrysler MO-
TECH in L vonia. ™

Beginners will leam how to do Lheir
own 1 ~. change oil and filters.
adjust an ide. and “'a few have even
changed.pot ts But most of all. they
leam how % ask intelligent ques-
tions.”” he said .

IN THE FJX.IT class on home re-
pairs. Kleeman acquaints his students
with the bysics of electrical and
plumbing aystems and appliances
They may ayo leamn fundamentals of
heating ang™ air conditioning  They
will learn how to diagnose and make
their own mior repairs. leam how to
read a utility meter and calculate (or
verify) their bitls

“Safety is o large part of ths

“she will kngw about new cars. the
new skirt langth. keep up with the
times, but e wont know a thing
about new yays to Lght a room

‘Three field trips are included in Ms
Isola’s 20-hoty course; to & store that
specializes in lighting fixtures, a wall-
paper store ynd a furniture store. '
could talk fopever about down highting
of up lighting or that a piece 1s l00
small for an ¢ntryway, but you almost
have to see 4 to understand it.” she
sid *

Another service she gives is 1elling
where some jought -after items can be
found. “'If they want to pay §15 a roli
for wallpapsy. that's all nght with
me. but | cayy recommend where good
inexpensive yaper or fabrics can be
found and | ¢an do this because | am
not connecte with any store or com-
pany.”

SHE WILIZALSO tell suderts how
1o “work in"> an old favorite chair or

&

know-how

class.” Kieeman says. “learning
volug.vlm,mu-

fixing & door chime to convertng &
one-way lamp to a three-way lamp.
One woman won a night on the town
from her husband who bet her she
couldn fix an electric drill.”" he said

Kleeman has a master of automo-
tive engineering degree from Chrysler
Institete of Engineering and has been
employed with Chrysler for 24 years
in various engineering and staff-exec-
utive positions.

“Your Automobile and You" will
begin Thursday, Feb 5 (7:3016pm )
“Mr. and Ms. Fix-it" will begin Satur-
day. Feb 7 (9:3011:30 am)

Registrations are being taken now.
in the center
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EUGENE KLEEMAN

for a little pizazz

any other oddity that just
seem to it in with amything else in
the room. 1 always tell my students
that if the decorator tells you to throw
ot something. #t is time to throw out
the decorator because » mix makes a
home relaxed. Being all French is
being all perfect and that's too tight
You have to be a littke of the gam-
bler.” she said

To wam &t up. she savs. 1 want
them to learn a new way of looking at
a room, looking at mode! homes. and
pictures of rooms m magaones |
want 1o open their eyes to what
they've been seeing all along and help
them know how 1t all got put togeth-

er
The textbook for the class 1s one
issue of one current decorators maga-

ane Students will use the same maga-
nne for ten weeks going over each
model shown. companng and criti-
quing hghting. pattemns. scale and bal-
ance

Class loads are limited to 15 0 each
student may get personalized atten-
tion Registration information 1s avail-
able through the center

SHOP JACOBSON'S THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS ‘it NINE
2 HOURS FREE PARKING WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE

NETTLE CREEK BEDROOM COORDINATES custom

ordered at generous savings Select bedspreads with
hand-guided quilting, unqu:ited bedspreads, draperies,
fabrics by the yard, headboards, boudoir chairs,
pillows and other accessories done to your own

specifications. Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delery
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HITE SALE

LAST WEEK TO SAVE
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