Once upon a time...

By RON GARBINSKI

Once upon 8 time in a Harrison
classroom, a young charming
teacher decided to do something
never done before in the Farmingion
School District.

' She took 15 students and daringly
transformed them (nto a touring
drama company, travelling the dis-
trict in search of lsughs Exploring
elementary gyms and caleterias,
they soon found that their hard work
had paid off.

Mrs. Barbara Dubb and her drama

11 class at Harrison High School want-

Harrison High's touring young players per-
torm their version of “The Timid Oragon™ be-

ed to do something different. So they
decided to take lsughter to area ele-
mentary students instead of having
the youngsters come to the entertain-

ment.
“My idea was 1o do something

at "
decided to do kids theater and put on
plays for local elementary students.

“WE WANTED TO DO several
plays. but only were able to do one be-
cause |t was 50 time consuming. Our
production. “The Timid Dragon.’ has

fore a cap!

mentary.
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up to each other.”
This was the first time Harrison

“Next semester the class might do

. the same things or something com-

ly different for all [ know.” she
says. “But just as long as they enjoy
it and our audiences love it. 1 guess
we'll cantinue 1o perform for the kids
it takes & lot of work and some of
the students have to skip class to do
And that can cause a Jot of prob-

lems.

But a3 one aspiring young actor con-
cludes, "“This was not the climax of
drama class. bt only just a tan-
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Libraries offer winter programs

The Farmington and Farmington
Hills branches of the library arec offer-
ing a series of adull and children’s
programs for the winter months.

An informal book discussion for
adults in the city branch will start on
Thursday. Jan. 29, and continue every
. other Thursday for cight weeks at {0
am The first meeting of the group
will discuss the first volume of the
American bicentennial series. *The
Bastard.” by John Jakes On Feb. 12
Nena O'Nelli's ““Open Marriage” will
be the topic

Masgiclan Greg Hocnstine and the
Orchard Ridge Theater group will per-
form during the Valentine Day pro-
gram on Tuesday. Feb 10. in the
Farmington branch and on Thursday.
Feb. 12, tn the Hills branch Both pro-
grams begin st 7:30 pm Reserva-
tions will be taken beginning Monday.
Feb. 2. in both libraries

The Farmington Hills branch pre-
sents a variety of activities for pre.
schoolers on the first Monday and
third Thursday of cach month

On Monday. Feb 2, from 2pm. to
2:30 p.m. three films, ““Yes. No. Stop.
:Go." “Right Thumb. left Thumb™
and “Alphabet of the Birds" will be
shown

Young animal lovers can see “A
Night in the Pet Shop.” “Mongrel
Dog.”" and “Scruffy” on Thursday,
Feb 19 from 10:30am tollam

THE HILLS LIBRARY also has pro-
grams for school-age youngsters on
the second and fourth Saturdays of
the month at 2 pm

On Saturday, Feb 14, Valentine's
Day films will be shown. Children will
be able to watch “Violin,” “Granny
Lives in Galway" and “Me and You
Kangaroo.”

A demonstration of carly American
yamn spinning and an carly American
fashion show will be presented on Sat.
urday, Feb 22

Parents can register their pre-
schoolers for story hours in the Hills
branch library by phone or in person
The program Is designed for children
between the ages of three and five
who can sit attentively, with some ac-
tivity breaks. for 30 minutes without
parental guidance Activities will in-
clude storics, songs. puppets and crea-
tive dramatics. Enrollment is limited
to 20 children per group.

Children between three and four
years old can atiend the story ses-
sions on Monday. Jan 2. from 9:30
am to 10 am. and at the same time
on Monday March 1. On Tuesday, Jan
27. and Tuesday. March 2. the chil-
dren can hear the stories from 10:3
am to 1} am

Children ages four and five will

day. Jan. 28, and Wednesday. March
3, from 10:30 a.m. to 11 am. Other
sessions for this age group will be
Thursdays, Jan. 29 and March 4. from
2pm o 2:3 pm.

First and second graders can attend
a creative dramalis  serfes In the

415 pm. to 4:45 pm.

Nature ana craft classes for first
and second graders will meet on
Tuesday from 4 p.m to 4:45pm in
the Hills branch from Jan. 27 through
Margh 2. Clasa enroliment will be lim-
ited to 20 children. There is a $1 fee
for materials

Third and fourth graders can learn
colonial crafts on Fridays. {rom 4
pm. o 4:45 p.m. Classes will be from
Jan. 30 through March 5 A $t fee for
materials will be charged at the time
of registration. Class enrollment is
limited to 20 children

THE FARMINGTON BRANCH i
brary will have a variety of free activ-
ities for pre-schoolers on the second
Friday morning and the fourth

afternoon of each month
Registration isn’t necessary. Pre-
school nursery classes are encouraged
to make appointments.

Children are asked to bring rhythm
instruments to the library on
Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 2 pm. lo 2:30
pm. Pie tins, spoons or other per-
cussion instruments available at home
can be brought

y Friday will be celebrated
on Friday. Feb. 13, from 10:30am. to
11 am Creative dramatics and a
movie will be part of the program.

Movies about Haroid. Horton and
Homer will be shown on Tuesday.
Feb. 24. from 2pm.to 20 pm

School-age children can see the
movies, “Otter Clowns of the Sea.”
“Peewee had a Little Ape” and
*‘Ponies™ on Saturday, Feb. 21. from 2
pm. to 2:45 pm.

or in person. Children can be accept-
ed for only one program, in order fo
be fair to all children. If registration
in a second program is desired. the
child will be placed on a waiting list
Farmington and Hills residerts are
given first preference

As with the Hills library program.

A special tribute “for his unending devotion to the needs of
retarded children” was presented to Louls H. Vettraino (left) of
Farmington Hills, by State Senator Joseph M. Snyder of St. Clair
Shores. Vettraino is administrator of the Clinton:Aire Con-

. Regis
tration for this class is limited 1o 16

the city’s story hour is demgned for
three to five-yearolds who can sit
still without parertal supervision.
Four and five-yearolds will hear sto-
ties on Mondays. Jan. 2 and March
1. from 10:3% am. to 11 am
Story sessions for three and four-

. year-olds will be on Tuesdays. Jan. 27

and March 2. from 9:30 am. to 10
am.
Registration for the art class must

through March 15 and 19. A materials
fee of §3 must be paid at the time of

ration. City and Hills residents
will be given first preference

CHILDREN
paints, scissors. ink. paste, clay and
other materials. All sessions will re-
volve around a book or familiar story.
If there are any objections concerning
holidays which will be celebrated
through the art class, they must be
noted at the time of registration so an-
other activity can be plarmed for the

WILL learn to use

First and second graders can be en-
rolled in a creative drama class
which will be on Wednesdays, Jan. 2
to March 3. from 4:15 pm to 4:45
p.m. in the city branch library. -

children.

The Farmington Welcome Wagon
will meet at 7:30 pm. in the Hills
branch library on Feb. 10. On Feb 13,
Women of North Farmington will
meet at 12:30 pm in the Hills
branch.

Other meetings in the Hills branch
include the Farmingioh Genealogical
Society st 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 17. Feb.
18. the League of Women Voters will
meet at 7:30 p.m. and the American
Association of University Women will
meet ot 7:45 pm

The American Associstion of Re-
tired Persons will meet in the library

valescent Center in Clinton T

vice p
the Foster

of the Health Care A of
Parents program at Madonna N

ursing COﬂl;f.

] v

o 1:30 pm on Feb 20

Meetings in the Farmington branch
will include a meeting of the Farm-
ington Historical Society on Jan 28 at
8 p.m. A family story hour will be pre-
serted st 7 p.m. on Feb. 10. A bicen-
tennial fitm peogram will be given on
Fed. 19 8t 7 p.m. The Farmington His-
torical society will have its meeting
on Feb 25 at 8 pm
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OBSERVER

& ECCENTRIC

Val Gazette, 8 fair young maiden, heips Rod Canton. who plays.the !

timid dragon. with last minute touches on tis make up. (Statt photos;

by Harry G. Mauthe)

Freedom thoughts
by high schoolers

By KIM PLTNAM

What do students at farmon High
School Lhink about the bicentenmial cel
ebration® “'Not much.” replied Rose
Steeg. 3 jumor at Harmson

The 200yvear celebraton of Amen
can freedom has gone 1 commercial
n the students’ opmion  Patrmtism
has taken on the form of the dollar

Retailers are now mass peoducmg
bicentenmal items such as bumper
stickers. buttons. clothes and posters
n addition. such things as colfins and
garbage cane< are done red. white and
blue and embossed with the Amencan
cagle.

This country does i sumvive on
the colors of red. white and blue. but
onats spirit - commented semor class
president  Dave Flesher

SOME STUDENTS. however do nof,
mind the commercialism  Sophomore
Danny Lut? visited Washngton and
was very impressed dv what the oty
18 doing They re revamping an old
train station 1n a bicentennual motif
and minting new coms [t looks good.
but T am sick of what the ores and
television 18 dong to .

What 15 the most irntating to stu
donts 1s that the celebration lterally
began two years ago in Jamary 1974
Mast students have had it with the
comme-cialized bicenterrual that any
patriottsm  hac been replaced by

MARTIAL

apathy Many have tred o gnace it
but found radio and telerson stations
are filled with * insincere patrioti.m

Carol Elmann a serwor sud |
wed to enjoy watching the bicentin
rmal minute on CBS. but mm 1t wem
fike they have run out of well known
people Lo do them and use unkneuns,
Also. the facts are cither <o tenul
that it scems dumb or they are pre.
sented very biased

ANOTHER PROBLEM with the «of
ebration 18 the fact that few students
understand what 1< being celebrated
One vear. a group of students took the
part of the Constitution that guir
teed citizens the nght to hife. ity
and the pursuit of happmess” dor 1o
door telhng the people t was a o
il to be voted on Manv of these
people became outraged clarming @
Wwas communism

At Harrison. most know who
George Washington was and whit the
American Revolution was but do not
know what caused it or what the patel
ots sacrificed for independence

Nobody even knows why we are
celebrating  They know the baue
facts of the American Revolution but
very Inttle of the actual struggle |
don't see any point In celebrating
omething no one knows amvthing
about  Anywayv. it should be cvle
brated on the fourth of July oniv
<nd senor Doug Rraddock

ARTS DEMONSTRATION

y
UNITED TAE KWON DO
JANUARY 31st and FEBRUARY 1st

Tee Kwon Do is &n encient Korean art of seit-defense. Tae Kwon Do
inCresse stamina. muscle tone. strength, coordinabon and helps
control weight. It leads 10 a renewed sense of confidence. peace of
Elnd and security through Improved concentration and mental agil-
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2p.m.&4pm.

MINIATURE GOLF
IS BACK

Imagine it's spring as you

have

fun playing our

championship miniature
golt
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