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Twenty Five Cents

State fines district in student death

By RON GARBINSKI

East Jumor High School has bren cited
by the Michigan Department of Labar for
5 violatiors of the state’s Occupational
Salety and lealth Act

Included in the list of citations mailed to
the Farmington School Destrict last week
were (hree violations that apparently re
sulted in the Jan 9 clectrocution death of
Robert Kourtjian. s 13.yearold student at
Fast

“As 2 result of the threeday in-
vestigation by the Labor . the
Farmington District will be fined $350. The
district also will be required to correct all
wwlatione in the school's area and
caleteria by March 23 of [ace further fines

and a crase 1o operate order.” wid Wil
ham Sebring. deputy director of the Bu-
reau of Safety and Repuiation

THE DEPARTMENT ISSUED the cta-
tigns under provitions of Act IS4 which

Sleepy but safe, the Peans twins of Farmington, Angela (left)
and Rebecca. relax in therr newly acquired Infant Love Seats
The Jaycette safety program, Buckle Up Babes, BUBS, offered
the use of the seats for es long as needed to the first Farmington
baby born during BUBS Week. Jan. 5-11. The Peans twins, born
Jan.8, won four hands down. Their mother, Linda Peans, says

Hires private firm

Hills contracts

By STEVE BARNABY

Farminglon Hills residents will have &
full time human rescue service available
beginning next month.

That's the decision of the Hills council,
which this week agreed to enter into a con-
tract with the privately owned Farmi

Park

gui

Hills Ambulance Company The exclusive
service will run until the end of the fiscal
year in June

The council will reassess the program at
that time to determine whether it should

cotinue the contracted service It will -

cost the city $2,000 a month
The agreement was made after city lead-

study launched

By STEVE BARNABY

Deve system for

of a parks R
Farminglon Hills is once again in the li-

melight

In a &1 vote, the council approved »
study by professional planners to outline
park needs for the city. Voting against the
motion was Councilman Keith Deacon.
who 83id the motion defied the mandate of
s referendum vote taken last November.

In that vote, residents were asked what
1ype of park development they prefered.
xmall neighborhood parks, o large park or
& combination of the two

small neighborhood parks. $8 voted for &
combination. 415 fbr a large park and 771
voted for no additional park development.
Other council members voted for a study
which wouid include all the atematves.
saying that the was oo in-
decisive Lo tell If there was a mandate

DEBATE OVER the study broke out
afler Councliman Bob McComnell made &
motion to conduct & study on the concept
of small neighborhood parks Keith sup-
ported that motion

“] think a complete feasibility study
should Include more than neighborhood

Dudiey stressed that fus because a feasi-
bility study includes the pomsitility of all

parks.” sald newly elected G
Joanne
*“The vote didn't show that nsldnuk;\z
ed small neighborhood parks. A
ﬁmdlmnmmnmmmww-
ot concerning the paris question.”” she

_Smith's contention, saying that even fewer
residents understood what the parks ques-
Uon was all sbout

“Before the election we h:;,ln hear-
ings There were 15 persons who attended.
1 can only say there are 15 people in this
community who know for sure, " she sald

“I must say that we haven? been clearly
directed,” she conc!

i

>

delines

they are very good babies and she intends 10 make use of the

new salety seats. The Jaycettes started their paig

to rent

@ves the department unadiction over
workers employed by a busness. The de-
partment doe« not Rave direct junsdiction
over students

Sebring said he did not know of anv
ate law that set safety standards for

able to exercie v awthorky m ths m
Odent and require the school system 1o
coerect the violatons by March 3
According to Sebring. the mspector han.
dhing the nvestigation reported that Kourt
yan was electrocuted when he attempred
1o shut off the defective metal bufer A

receptacle housed 1n a metal box at the
end of the extension cord Sebrng sad
The wires 1nude this bor were forced
looce. creating the short crcut

Sebring saxd the inspector reported that
the yvouth completed an dectreal arcut
when he put one hand on the extenon
cord’y metal box and Nus other on the
faulty machune.

The butfer itself was not grounded with
enther the usual three-prong plag o metal
conduit The electncal wirmg was not prop
erly secured at the metal bot and the on-
off switch o the machme was removed
the report noted

The deputy director also <axd the exten
son cord should have had a clamp that
would have prevented the wires mside the
metal box from puiling kose from thewr
connection

Sebring cited these violabors as cwcum
stances which led to Kourtjans death
WHILE THE EAST SHOP area remams

week said that most of the safety viola
tiony were corrected after a thorough o
Spection of the shop by an ndependent en-
oneerng lirm

Ater the electrocution. S F. Sank Assocr
ates of Novi checked the shop area. mak
g ture defective rquipment was removed
e improved Schulman sad

Measwhile. the Farmingon Hils Public
Safety Department still 1s contnumg :ts in.

the seats and the demand quickly out distanced the suppty. Mrs.
Harriet Reed, project chairman, says 51 are now in use in the
area. (Statf photo by Harry Mauthe)

rescue service .

ers leamed the ambulsnre company wos
moving

cors!
pletely The company has been losing
$2.080 & month since lat June in Farm-
ingtan Hills. according o is owner, Barn-
ey Sibin

*WE HAVE BEEN wing cash we eam
from our other operations Lo continue serv-
ng Farmington Hills.” Slobin told the
counci]

“We could provide 8 better service for
the city if we entered some sort of con-
tract.”

1
ently. it averages 2.9 calls. says
Undet the agreement. the city will have
ane full time rescue van available 24 hours
& day. seven days & week N will be spe-

trained perscnnel. able to provide more ex.

A SMASH HIT

Arthur Weddle had nothing
but rave reviews for our clas-
sified section when this ad
made its debut in our paper

Mr Weddle soid his equip-
ment to the first person who
called. Why not give your no-

* longer- iterns some ex-

posure.
CALL
CLASSIFIED
DIRECT
-1

say however. its report may be completed
v next week

The itations issued by the Labor Depart-
ment do not prohubit the distrxt from
wing the cited equipment But should 1
fail t comply with the March 23 deadline,
the Bureau of Safety and Regulation then
has the authonty to 1s<ue a cease (o oper-
ate order and assess further fines Sebeng

added

The school distnct has been pven three

dfferent abatement dates” m whih to
coerect violations of the safety Law cfted
v the department Some vwlators were
corrected after the electroution but sever:
al remain Sebring <ad

The school district has 15 davs to appeal
the fines and abaterncnt dates.

The Labor Department cted several
other viclatons i1 the <wp area aad cafe.
teria Violahoas that are t be corrected
by Feb § dealt with violatons of electrcal
<andards

THE BUREAU'S INSPECTOR found ung
munded electnical equipment and equp-
ment withowt proper switches of protective
gaards

Mther defects in small hand tonts. such
28 cracked hammer heade and chiel and
files mithout handles were included 1 the
hist of violatom.

A meat cutter in the cafetena wav alwo
ated a3 beng defective

At least one power hand tool had its
switch removed and wired n the on’ pow.
oo Sedrng said this tool had to be
plugged directly into the wall wlet to be
turned on

Another grinding wheel m the shop alw
w33 withot 2 protective {aceguard

Violations listed in the Feb I3 abate.
ment date included 1mproper storage of
comtainers hilled with flammable wivents
mproper Labeling of solvents the abrence
of a proper fire extingussher m the shap.
and fatlure to provide adequate eve pro-
tection for maintenance .

Leseer violations 1o be coerected by
March 23 were those in whch matenals
have 1o be special ordered such as a
guard for the shop's table ww Sebring
wid .

The deputy director <aid there was an
above average number of vinlations ated
in the deyartment « report While many of
the infractions were Dot uncommon 1
ather shop areat  they were senow viola:
tions and careless overughts by school per-
sanel he sad

Top teacher

Harry Nickels, Farmington Hills resiient, was named the out-
standing young educator last week by the Livonia Jaycees. He is
a psychology teacher at Stevenson High in Livonia. He is showing
& plaque awarded to him by the Jaycees. (Stalf photo)

Farmington grad
honored for work
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