Unitarians g

N By CORINNE ABATT

On seven acres of rolling land on Hal
:stead. north of Grand River. the Farm-
«ington Unitarian Universalist Church sits
u\ l knolt looking like a New England post-

. mbmldlru one of the oldest churches.
2in the area. was named recently as an his-
1oric site by the Historical Commission
Never large or wealthy, the church has
survived many changes. even & major
move of the structure, 1o remain a grace
:tul. well.preserved remembrance of the
»m. ready and open fo the future,
rry Jamieson. Troy schookeacher and
r.m. umernlmn of his farmily 1o belong to
“the church, talks about the church
© "My greal. great- grandiather. Fdward
< Steele. belonged 1o the o Socety, the
l;nmner of this church in the eary

 Now finishing his doctorate m hstory at
: Wayne. Jamieson finds a specul pleasure
« In recounting (act and legend about the okd
bullding and itx congregation

: From ils earliest days. Farmingion has

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

The Oakland County homeewners asac)
ationt blame the mability ol state adminn.
trators to spend within imits for the n
ctease in the afea’s properiy Lat aswess.
ment.

Representatives of homeowners assocy
alions from Farmington  Farmington
Hillx. Southficld. Lathrup Village Birmmg-
ham and Bloomfield met Wednesday. Jan,
28 in Farmington's Harrson High School
o voice opposition (o the 911 date law
which increased property 1ax asa<sments.

The aw requires communrses th ases
a1 types of property at 50 per cent of therr
market value The old liw paced asess
ment £ates at 4 to 50 per crat of the prop
r%': market value

homecwners want 1o rgane opposi-
tion and Initiate change on the state level

REPRESENTATIVES SAID they had 1o
confer with their organizations before jom.

the protest.

Joe Alkateeb. chairman of the Farm-
ington Hills homeowners' association <ad
the group may decide 1o wek an amend:
menl Lo the state constitution which would
put a ceiling on property tax aswauments.

Gregory Kennedy. chairman af the South-
field Homeowners' Assaciation suggested
school millage be decreaed ax the proper.
ty tax increased. mince part of the Y i
wed to fund (he schook

“There's a lot of waste.” Kennedy toid
the representatives ~We donl have any
voice in taxation The schooks are the only
piace we can scream If.lhey keep reas-
seaing homes every year, Lhey're gong to
have to cut the milla

State Inspectors found 25 salety viola-
tions at East Junior 1igh Schoot m Farm-
ington. even though school funds had i
creased (hrough » four mill tax. AKateeb

The Farmington Unitarian Universahst
Church has been designated an historic site
and will have a historic marker sometime this
year. Now almos! a quarter of the way into its

Area homeowners protest
property assessment hikes

The charter for a new Farmington Hills Ju-
nior Achievement company, Aero Trac Enter-
prises, is presented to club president Melissa
Smith by Willlam E. Garrett. Garraett is director
of fieid operations for the Automobile Club of

7 Michigan, thd sponsoring group. Melissa, 16, a

been a church town 1t was founded by
Quakers who met regularly for services
and built their first meeting house In 1832
The Presbyterians and Baptsts organized
in 1926 and the Mcthodets three yean
later
Then in 1K7 along came Sergus P.

Lyon. & Universalist. Noting that some of
Lhase earlicr denominations were fakering.
be formed the Union Society. weicoming
all creeds It flourished and by the early
11505, a permanent meetng place was
needed

THE BUILDING project was begun in
the spring of 1852 and the original Union
Church. 20 by 30 feet. cast 9300 Located st
the corner of Thomas and Wamer. K was
changed same over the years The most ex-
tensive change was in 10) when & was
raised two feel from the old foundation
This rebuilt foundation phas a vestibule.
new furnace. new pews. carpeting. repaint-
ing and work on the siceple and roof cost
. A

«Q
In 1967 after several years of deliber.
tion. members voted (o Move the bullding

Harry Mauthe)

<aid A 13vearold boy was electrocuted m
the <chonl recently when be tred to unphug
» bulfer i a <hop clam

We all voted ves lor Farmngton kds—
I'm beginming to wonder. he sad

State Rep Sandy Brotherton iR-Farm
mgtons. whose district inckudes the ares
covered by the homeownens' groups. was
persent for about & hall hexr ai the two
hour meeting |

“11 would be nice f we could have & pro-
vition 10 the effect thal d the sweswment
#oca up. millage gors down We cant say
that.”” he sud

"Brotherton «aid there » an eght per
conl [actor apphed to all priperty to bring
iy tax aswessment up to what the cities be-
leve ix the current market vale

He said the idea of lowenng the millage
at ihe property tav increaws wouldnl
RAIN acceplance because the mwe s 2
complicated one

There are vanous provemm which com-
penate for any 12t inequabty, he contin-
ucd Senor citizens are laxed less for thewr
exential property. such av ther homex
through a homestead provrinn which puts
part of the tax burden on owners of lutury
property. such a3 hunung cabint.

“In 1978 RBrotherton sad. “up to
$12000 perhaps $15.000 of the tat aswess
ments will be repaid (o A bt of people on
typical incomes 111 pay them back the
property tax.’

1ie suggested Lhe group petition (o have
1he Llax changed

Kennedy aad he was told the cties were
supposed to cul the millage bt keep the
percentage o tax which funded those i
sitwtions

“They took a loaf of bread from us and
gave us back one shce” he sad

Kennedy s afrad that f the property
tax increases some residenty would have
troble keeping thewr homes.

to a new siie—the seven. acres on Hal
congregation acqurred the land
from Ilariey and Fthe! Gibon It was part
of their centennial farm which was broken
wp by the advent of the expressway Pay-
ment to the Gibsont was minimal
Mrs Irma Braunden recalls the mov.
ing_da;

ing_day

"1t took all day Weather conditions had
to be perfect and we had ’ ey
eral times because of bad weather We al
took off work and followed the Lruck We
had deliderated three or four years on
whether to save the church

“But, we love our chapel I'm giad now
we did We lost the steeple. 11 was rotted
ad not strong enough to move Du-
connecting all the wires that's what took
the time

A wing of offices and meeting rooms
was added afier the move was

30 speaks of the "freedom of the pulpt”
and thase who over the years have been
“given the pulprt

i

'second century, the building has undergone
structure and site changes. (Staff photo by

Alkateeb sald he didnt know of any area
residents who had lost thetr homes to the
property tax,

Representatiyes from several groups
agreed that finkets by state admns
trators should appear on the budget wub-
mutted to the public Hiddm expenws ace
keeping up the cost of ruve the state
they said

m! resentative from the Bummgham
T’ awociabon sad “Our taxes
may be sufficent. they may not Our
school board may never know—ihe admin
itration will never tell them

Richard Magee a Farmington Hills aswo
ciation member said ~ A hneitem budget
8 the proper approach ~ The schaol adsmun
stralors gave a summan of expenws
that told us 7ich.

ANOTHER HILLS residert sad “If you
want 1o Rill 8 trec go nght o the tap
root—the SEV © e etimated that be
tween 1970 and 1980 property taxes would
increase 400 per cent

e considered the 10 per cent rase n
this year's taxes and the 10 per cent rase
due for next year's as greed

We're going 1o have taes av long v
we have a socwety let's keep the taves
within imits ' he sad

He supporied an amendment (o the state
conttitution And suggested that a four per
cent tat r~|lm] be placed on property tax.

The groap set Wednesday. Feb 20 as a
mumv- dne for thew orgamsational
meeting at the First Baptist Church in Brr
mingham.

“This tx an election year and if we dont
fain anything from these clowns up there
n Lansing—God help ut.” Kernedy <ad

Persons interested in lowering the tax ay-

sexument through the £roup
can call Joo Alkateed st 674889 or Gre
mory Kennedy at 557400

and Mrs. T.H. Smith of Farm-

ington Hills. At right is Aero Trac treasurer Jef!
Tottis, 17, Harrison senior and son of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter Tottis of Farmington Hills. The new
JA firm manufacturds macrame products.

This in line with the stated awms and de-
hefs of the church ~The purpnse of ths so-
ety is 1o improve the quably of human
e by mamtaming 3 free church which
seeks trust wherever il may be
found . Our ehurch s 3 forum for the
free _exchange of deas . .

“The abolitworusts were here in the 1250
now it's the Farm Workers” Jarmeson
comements

LEGEND. BUT NOT fact. hae # that So-
joxerner Truth the black womsn who was.
2 celebrated fugitive from slavery. ance
spoke from the pulpt of the Farmmgton
church By national policy. the charch op-
posed slavery and many individual
mumm participated i the aboktionist
moveme

I the |1d\ did indecd speak n the
ehreh. il abolitionsst mectings were held
there and of slaves secking freedom were.
tudden in the cellar as some report, for ob-
VIR reawnns, no records were made of
these events

In the 15003 Walter Reuther took the pub
Mt to speak ubuut the Socuhwt panty n
Michigan. Now. represertatves of the
United Farm Workers appear several
fimes a vear.

Not only has the church tradtionally
bren a forum for the rxchange of wdeas. 1
® an important part of the el bves of
the membership

Jamue<on say. My mother Mrs Ada
hine Jamicwon of Farmmgon Hhils: telic
about her grandparents who used to come
for Sunday mormng service and spend Lhe
whole day. There would be anther service
i the afternon and (hen evenng upper
Mather recalls her grandmther «Cara
Steele Wixom. telling how the women
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Perry Jameson s the fifth gen-
eration of his tamity to be active in
the Farmington Unitanian Univer-
sahst Church (Staft photo by Har-
ry Mauthe)

shucked <hrimp preparmg tor the evenaig
mral

The church now 18 between munsters
Mrs Braunsten wave a search commatee
n fooking for a new one Meanwhile smce
the church operates i ¥ democratic fah
v members handle The busness of the
church and conduct the senxes.

Mrs Braunsten and Jamiewn sand at
the back ot the chape! It hac an earls
New England Jaok The pews are whte
walls and trm are 3 wft gold It n o2

iven bicentennial tribute

Mrs. irma Braunstenn likes a
church where ali members know
each other (Statf photo by Hany
Mauthe)

wmple. unadorned room with gond lines
and soft Light. an atmasphere conducn e 1o
meditation and  thought.

Mry Braunsten savs 1 hike this chapel
and | ke the feehng of kanwing every
body in the church

Jarueson sayy [ feel 2 senve of hstory
and prde when [ am in this buldng

The church members are dewgnng 2 his-
torical plaque to be placed an the buildng
With this the sense of hntory and pr-de
may extend to the wider

It’s vear-end report time

Farmington Public Safety Department dis-
patcher Leshe MacDonald reviews police and
fire records tn an effort to prepare the depart-

prcture

free of charge

torm

presented by the

WAYNE COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

2-8 P.M. THURSDAY & FR?DAY. 12-5P M. SATURDAY

CENTER MALL

" HAVE YOUR BUDGET ANALYZED AT MALL

Want to know more about your budget? Take five minutes and'get in touch with your financial

From 200 %0 800 pm on Thursday. February 5 and Friday February 6 and 12-00 noon 10 5 00
P m on Saturday. February 6 at the Livoria Mall, you can watch a computer analyze your budget

You s:imphy hil out a short form answering quesbons such as amount of take-home pay.
number of members in the family, essmaled monthly cost of 100d. rent or house payments, etc.
Your information 1s fed nto & computer and within Minutes you'l recerve a personaized budget

You™ learn where your money is gong and how much you have left over tor extras. The
computer will compare your budget with those of families similar t0 yours. You'll aiso receive
suggesbons for making adjustments to improve your budget.

‘This computer program. sponsored by the Cooperative Extension Service, is an eesy and
quick way 10 help famdies take a ook 8t their spending.” says Johne Criner, Extension Home
E-onomist Consumer Education Programs

i you want 1o deveiop a compiete yearly spending ptan. you can enrofl in out “Steps into
Spending” program 1t's conducted through the mail and is compietely confidential. You can sign
up for the "Steps into Spending” program whan you visit the computer at the mall.

ment's 1975 year-end operation report (Staft
photo by Harry Grant Mauthe)
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