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OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC (FYTA

editorial opinion

Accountability in electrocution is necessary

Inmmfw(mcc Ieading to a student's death is in.
excusable.

It wasn't a buffer machine which killed 13-year-
old Robert Kourtjian. It was irresponsible teach-
ers and administrators.

Farmington school personnel are entrusted with
the safety of your children during school hours. In
:-;Lil rrdmnlh's electrocution death this trust was be-
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Parents should ask themselves how many other
school buitdings are so ill-maintained as is East
Junior High .School

Harsh action necds to be taken so that such a
tragic incident never happens again.

An investigation by the Michigan Department of
Labor reveals numerous violations at East. The
defective buffer machine is only one of many
faulty tools at the school Twenty-five violations

of the state's Occupational Safety and Healh Act
have been found

Unlortunately. the state can fine the district
only $558 because the department has jursidiction
only over workers employed by a business. The
department has no jurisdiction over students

Yet we hear a deafening silence from the cen-
tral board office. The only statement which we
find logical from the administration is that the in-
cident is a “total responsibility.”

That can be interpreted a number of ways.
Hapelully. the total responsibility statment isnt a
guise for school district personnel to protect one
another from being made liable in the death

Parents have the to feel secure when send-
ing their children off to school in the momning.
Today. in the Farmington School District. parents
don't have that security
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Work together for protection

Is it possible we are moving into a kind of 20th
century tribal unity that for so long was lost? The
thoughl 1s exciting because it seems to come rom
within cach person. a grass roots revival of early
man's means to survival

As surprising as the height of the new buildings
in Chicago was the attitude of the people on the
streels Four of us spent a weekend there sight-
seeing. recently. Obviously outof-towners. we
stared at the 100-story Sears Tower. gawked at
the Prudential Building. wandered around the Cal-
der and Bertois ouwtdoor sculptures

A college student riding Amtrak told us just be-
fore departing to be careful while walking by the
allevs belween the buildings. A clerk suggested |
wear my shoulder bag with the flap toward my
side Another person. hearing us debating a route
to walk alotg Michigan Avenue. warned us of areas
to avoid after dark. As we stood puzzling direc-
tions on a street corner. a man who identified him-
self as a plainclothesman. asked if he could help

THERE WERE at lcast four more such occur-
rences. In each case. they were unsolicited offers
of help. Soan. there was a feeling of unity stirring
i ench of us. a bond With those who took it upon
themselves to help and see that we survived. The
city was Jvss foreboding. less concrete and glass.
more concerned people who cared about each
other.

Person-to-person these strangers were saying
‘Let’s help cach other.” [t is that same attitude
which haz been so successful in Alcoholics Anno-
nymaus and other groups such as the breast can-
cer vicims who. on a one-to-one hasis. boost the
newcomers 1o their ranks,

Now come the widowed to help others who have
faced the same tragedy

Farmington

Ohseruerlt Eccentrir

Peggy Price, widow coordinator at the Women's
Resource Center, Schoolcraft College in Livonia.
says the idea for small local groups of widowed
persons helping each other is spreading across
the country

Mrs. Price. a widow herself. will begin a pilot
program in Livonia to train volunteer lcaders for
these groups. Each leader will implement his own
local program. Mrs Price foresces a genera)
monthly meeting of area groups to exchange
ideas,

She says. “‘There are already eight or 10 of
these starting up in Wayne County right now

LIKE THE CLERK. the plainclothesman and
the student in Chicago. these people care whether
someone else makes it.

Mrs. Price also suggests a series of programs.
Open Forum. now being given on the Schooleraft
campus.

The second in the series. free of charge and
open to the community. will be Thursday. Feb §.
810 pm . Room B 200 in the Liberal Arts Build-
ing

The campus is on Haggerty Road between Six
and Seven Mile. This meeting will deal with coun
seling resources

(m Thursday. Feb 10. Open Forun will be on
single parenting  Same time, samc place

Those coming up in the months ahead are
Thursday. Feb. 19. Happily Single: Tuesday. Feb
24, Social Alcoholism. Tuesday. March 16. Coping
with Depression: Tuesday. March 23..Childhood
Learning Problems: Thursday. Aprit 8. How Are
Mature Women Coping”

Those interested in the groups for the widowed
should contact Mrs Price. 5916400 ext 217

Some hard questios should be asked

eWas not the shop teacher responsible for mak-
ing sure the buffer machine was properly
grounded” Was he respomsible for letting a ma-
chine be used which didnt even have an on-off
switch.

ols the school’s principal responsible for admin-
istering a school building which has so many viola-
tions

*Who had knowledge of the defective machin-
ery before the incidert” If someone was aware of
these problems. why weren't the problems report-
ed?

ols someone at the administration level respon-
sible in the death because it was that person’s job
to make sure the cquipment iz in safe working

>

T
#Should board members take respontibility in

the death because they spend more time bicker-
ing over political incidentals rather than being
concerned with the safety of the district's sty
dents”

During a recent board meeting a trustee made
mention that the local newspaper was making ton
big of an issue owt of the Kourtpan death

Nonsense. N

The question of responsibility for this death
must be anzwered and appropriate action taken

True. nothing can undo Robert's death But
vour chiid could be the next vicm of such in-
eptitude. '

Parents will be remiss in their responsiihity 1f
they let this incident be swept under the rug

District officials have stalled long enough Let's

have some answers--now
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Drug study reaction mixed

The Clarenceville School Board had
muted reactions [0 & survey which showed
that ncarly hall of 587 high school students
mwlled drink alcohol at keadt once & week
and 156 per cent smoke manjuana at
teast weekly

The wurvey nmang more than half of the
school s students a1t dischrsed that pearly
9 per cent have tried some form of alen
hol or drugs At Jeast once

On alcobol. neaely 73 per oent xad they
toed 1t with AR por ol sang they
drink 11 at least weekly The surves ddnt
indicate the quantities comsurmed

ON MARIJUANA, $3€ per cent of thowe
qurveved said they tried & once with more
than a third of the 587 continuang 1n smoke

i

Supt David McDowell said the scheol
tard at first had negative reactions (o the
curvey conducted by teacher Sheiden Kaye
among his health education students

At (i<, the board feh that there had
been o impact on alcohot of drug abuses
dowpite the education programs warming f
s dangers. he said

The board also [elt that the problem
which surfaced in the 1980 still hawl
gone away. McDowell

But alter looking closer al the resuls. he
<ald. the board took & more poskive view
of the problem as reflected in the survey

Although alcohol and drug users say that
‘everyone uses 1. the survey shows that
less than half of thave polied continually
drink alcohol with just over a third contin.
unlly smoking marijuans.

MCDOWELL said the survey was con
coived when Knye's students were de
cussing alcohol and drug wage and con.
cluded that “everyone uses

Kaye askrd “haw many is everyone™”
and the questionnaire was later developed

sfministered in November and com-
by the healireducation students

Besides alcohnl and marijuana. studerts
polled showed (hey didn1 ndulge much in
ather druge. such as hashh (112 per cent
weekly usage:s. wpeed. § 5 per cent. mesca.
Ithe 54 per cent. glue slling. |9 per
ot and heroine. one per cent

THE IMPORTANCE of “peer pressure”
was disciosed 1n the statistics

Some 765 per cont of those polled saud
they used the substance 0 8 group with
only 53 uung it alone.

Nearly 32 per cent sau they tried the al-
cohol or drug initially out of curioulty with
anothet 187 per cent sayng they started
using the substances through influence of
thesr [riends

Ancther 1.7 per cent said they started
the substances as a result of pervonal prob-
lems.

The survey showed that with nesrly %0
pet cent of those polled trying some type
of substance. 764 per cert said they have
continued using At least one substance
weekly or mare often

In & breakdown of the survey results by
sex. the poll showed that boy are alcohol
and drug users more than girls

ROYS ARE also more Bkely to remain
an the substance than girls. the survey dis-
closed

Among 3M girls surveyed, 127 per cent
never tried any substance Of the K7 per
cent who did. 9 per cent. or 195, xald they
are continuing to use the substance st
least once s week

More than 43 per cent of the girls sur-
veyed said they drink aicohol at leat
weekly while 31 3 per cent said they smoke
marijuzns st leadt once 3 week.

Among boys. 12 per-cert of the 383 sur-
vryed said they tried a mibmtance at least
once with §8 per cent “'remaining” on ako-
Mol al legst once & week and 8§ per cent
nyuul‘n smoke marijuana weekly

in one contrast between the wxes 25 per
cent ol the boysy polled xaxd they started
using the subsiance through the mfluence
of Inends compared to only 39 per cent
for qrls

Diet classes
are planned

Botstord General Hostal's muergion
and diet therapy classes wil resume on
Turwday. Feb 10 at 2 pm in clawrooms
10 and 104

The first lectures will des! with hypogly-
cernia, a low blood sugar condition

The series. which runs unti! June 8. will
atso deat with juvemle diabetes. low choles-
teral duets. low sodium dhets and (ad diets.

Persons interested in the clawes should
call 4787080, between § 20 am and 19 %
am. the Monday before the meeting

Botsford General Hospital m located st
230 Grand River i Farmington Hills.

Philosophy class
open to public

from our readers

Brotherton

makes reply

Editors note: The following letler writ-
ien by State Wiker Broth-
erten bs 2 reply te a detier from My Mary
Andrews calliag (be mew aecesswny o
Grasd River from westhound Shiswaseee
~anether example of poor plamming by the
“In ber lefier publnded W
his paper, Mrs. Andrews said the aew con-
strection has crested an “awkward traffic
patiera

Dear Mre  Andrew:

We noticed your letter to the edtor 3
recent issue of the Farmngion Observer &
Fccentric regarding the change n the ap
proach at Lhe ShiawaszeeGrand Rner m
tetsection

Aller discussing this matter with the
taghway Department. we offer the foflow
ing cxplanatwn for the change.

Shiawasice. ¢ its former configuration
entered Grand River 3t an extremely flat
angle You are correct in statng that wee:
bound Shiawaswee traffic had only to con
cern ftaelf with wesibound Grand River ve
tucles befare procecding onto Grand Ris cr
Apparently. what vou do mat realize i that
checking westhound Girand River traffic m
voived lookmg back aver your left <houl
der almoit i back of ym

Thete were enough peopie who faded to
turn around far enough o laded o e
the vehicle approachng n the bind pat
© the lefi-rear quarter. that an aboor
mally high sumber of accedents resulted

The Department has recogred the
facet of driver behavior and for mam
vears has attempted to convert thew ob.
tuse approach angles into umple 30-degree
nteractions This s what we & o re
bu'ding the Shiawassee approach to
make @ as easv a1 potsdie for the wet
bmd Shiawassee motorst to ook both
wave before enterng Grad River

Faxtbound Grand River vetacies contin
uing east of Shuwassee lomerhy had ta
Ut acrosy the westbound lanes and at the
accompanving photacopy shows the flat
approach ang'e allowed the et tum
movement 1o take place amwhere withe
2 200 [t distance

This factor alsa contributed 1o a numbcer
of acc:dests Heconstructon of the nter
section restiets the turms to armple %0.de
gree movements

White few drivere would want to make
the furn from westbound Shiawacee to
castbound Grand River there are never,
theles. a few The advantages the reon
<truchion afferds this manewver are ob
Vs

While 1t makes lttle or 2o diterence n
the aperatonal characterntics of the mter
section it should be pointed out 1hat the in-
tersecton was revised durng condruction
of the project. utilirng gewmetrcs re

quested by the City of Farmumgton This
change niolied separatng the turmang
fanes by 3 wider iiad
Contrary to vour asvimptmn we prefer
to think that this intersecion was deugned
by competent highw 1 engneers unling
expericnce gamed By obsen g the beha
onal characterisiics of midorsts aver 3
time pan of many mams vean We hope
that this knowledge appted to the Shu
wassee nteruction wit be sthoent b
pare vou the trauma of an acriderd
this Taeation
WILAUR BROTHERTON
State Representatie
Laming

Snow clearing
is effective

Fator

1 would like to compliment the Farm
ington Hajls Department of Publc Works
for the grest job they did in getting Sreets
plowed afer the storm an January 13

All streets n our subdivision were
plowed by 7 am . enabling studerts Lo get
0 school and adults to get 1o work on
time

We apprecuate such gond senice

1

SALE ENDS
FEBRUARY 14, 1976
While Supply Lass
All Prices C&C

H & Decker/DEWALT.
10" DELUXE POWER SHOP

Outstonding B&D wvolve! Rodial orm sow hos
on-top, up-front controls for easy
Blade cuts full 3" deep. Monual blade for quick,
safe stop. Also includes metol leg stond ond high
corbon steel dodo blode. No. 7743

ration.

.A.SMITH

28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 Mile)
4746610 or 535-8440

MONDAYZFRIDAY 7-5:30 SATURDAY 7-4:3Q

Lumber & Supplies
(Your HWT Link 1o Votue)
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