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editorial opinion

Human rescue service
needs fighting chance

The Farmington Hills Ambulance Company
should be given a chance.

In the last week a lot of flack has been raised
over action taken by the Hills city council in hir.
ing the private firm to provide human rescue serv-
ice. A concerned group of residents would like to
see the city institute fts own full-time rescue unit.

What should be kept in mind is that some kind

of service has to be provided and in no way is the
city about to fork over the needed funds to outfit
a public rescue unit In the next four months.
- The contract will cost the city $2.000 a month.
Alter it expires in June, the city council will
reevaluate service to see if it has lived up to
the expectations promised by company owner
Barney Slobin.

City residents have nothing to lose and much to
gain In giving the Hills ambulance company a try.
The company’'s men are well-trained. The equip-
mt provided in their mobile rig is the best of its

The city just couldn't provide this kind of serv-
lce before June, if ever.

Most importantly, the council's action isnt an
insult Lo the city’s fine volunteer fire department
remnnel. These men have served the city loyal-
ly. putting in many hours of their time to aid per-
sons in distress.

The volunteers also should be credited with for-

Unbelievable!

* king out their own bucks to become better
rained

trained.
But they do have some
them in

port
the equipment n

emerg
The Hills ambulance .
Since the controversy stai many stories
have floated around abowt incidents involving the
Hills ambul Most are b

tisted.

Residents and volunteer firemen should keep a
cool head about the situation. To be fair to the en-
tire community, an unbiased appraisal
ma the contracted service.

Slobin has expressed a willingness to work with
the volunteer firemen. He admits that many
times the volunteers have been valuable in work-
ing with his personnel at the scene of accidents.

Concerned residents should keep informed of
the situation. When the contract comes up lof re-
newal, they should make it their business to see
how the Hills company"
stacked up. Then they should decide whether they
want to spend the additional taxes for a public
human rescue service.

STEVE BARNABY

Mayor Young’s headlines

Reading the political news these days is like
seeing that Japanese movie "Rashomon.” where
the same story is told from the points of view of
the :ulrued usband. the wronged wife and the
bandits.

First cometh the Hon. Coleman A. Young.
ml‘vor of Detroit delivering his state of the city
address: “The cost of city government this year
.will be about $810 million. That's almost $50 mil-
lion more than we will receive in revenues. Not
because our spending got out of control, by the
way. It's because state and federal reveswe shar-

Ing fel) $12 million short (and) because new tax °

programs were never enacted in the state legisla-
ture.”

Got that? Detroit's revenues are “$12 million
short" because of federal and state revenue shar.
-ing shortlalls.

Now we consult the Hon. William G. Milliken,
governor, revealing the state of the state. After

proposing a share the wealth property tax sharing
plan for southeastern Michigan, Milliken added:
1 want to emphasize that nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth than suggestions that I
year, will be turning a deaf ear on Detroit. First
of all. Detroit clearly would be the major benefi-

ciary of the transportation pfvgaln ref
10 . ... Sol would say, ‘Dont be misled by the
headlines.” $12 million
30 2 $12 m shortage

in Young's calculations (shortage from what? Lac-
tually turns out to be a $10 million. 15 per cent in-
crease.

Headlines. shmeadlines’ It's Coleman A. Young

m you can't believe.

No more wild tea parties;
today folks just leave town

. The Boston Tea Party, unfortunately, is often
seen as the American way of doing things—a
brave, raucous, open act of defiance to an author-
ity that is perceived as unjust.

. Boston Tea Parties are rare, in fact. The typi
cal way a modern American fights against govern-
ment is to pack up quietly and leave.

. Several cases come to mind from just the last
week.

DETROIT DIDN'T blow up when its schools
were integrated through the busing procedure. It
may sound like 20-20 hindsight. but I never ex-
‘pected it would.

One reason is that the busing case has
on for several years, giving vast numbers of folks
time to move out of town to Howell and Lapeer
and Port Huron.

No one dressed like an Ind'an to raid Federal
:Judge DeMascio’s courtroom and throw his gavel
‘into the Detroit leam moved out by
:the hundreds of t uietly.

! GENERAL MOTORS, the friendly auto behe-
;fmoth, announced it would not reopen its Adrian
‘plant until It was sure the Michigan Legislature
:wouldn't pass a costly worker-compensation bill.

: The chaps in Lansing are talking about 8 pack-
‘age that would cost industry $200 million or

cent.
“Blackmail!" screeched !;rllniud Autop Work-
‘ers’ Leonard Woodcock and Irving Bluestone at
‘GM's announcement. -
< Call it what you will, the fact s that the auto

Tim Richard write

ity). The companies have put their investments in
more automation, into other states and into other
countries.

The American consumer didnt throw rocks
through auto showrooms or tar and feather UAW

And the pitiful response of Leonard Woodcock ts
to call for import quotas.

THE MICHIGAN Department of Agriculture an-
nounced last week it s * its listing of
pick-your-own {arms and farm markets for 1978
publication.™

Growers who wish to be listed are asked to
send information by Feb. 10 to the Information Di-
ﬂ’.‘."“'e‘.’.{s mr i “m

is uilding. Lansing. 4013

They'll publish names of farms, addresses, di-
rections, products and dates open.

What's happening is that farmers ekher cannot
afford to hire migrant fruit and e
or want to avoid the hessle of with state

e
tever the reason, the plain fact is that state
laws with lofty intentions have cost

THOMAS REYNOLDS, Artedl Adowtising M anager
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states. They just quit hiring.
Industry has found a couple of ways to beat high now the pickers, instead of living in miser.
<iabor costs (which costs consist not only of sble farm shacks, are living in miserable city
“wages but, more importartly. of low v slums. Some reform
| Farmiyston e e
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Cash register technology
will favor the customers

Ever go to a movie where the story line was
ed through the eyes of three or four differ-

ent people, and by the time it was over you could
not tell what really happened because the ver-
sions were so different?

Well, the debate over computer pricing at gro-
cery stores is just like that movie.

‘R'ebaskldeaisw int each grocery item
with a computer-: code. When you go
through the check-out counter, the clerk
the item over a scanner which automatically
reads the item into a computer and prints owt an
itemized and priced bill on your check-out tape.

ing the Farmer Jack store at Winchester Mall in
Avon Township—it would mean that individual
items at the supermarket would not have the

ice marked directly on the can or the package.
rstead. the price of the goods would be marked
e e :.2'.&';, which is backi

The grocery i . which is ing the ex-
penme‘m says it is intended to use the
of automation as a means of cutting costs. Where
do the savings come from? In because the
labor of marking prices on & iterns is
saved, since the scannable codes on the packages
are pre-printed. (n addition, further cost savings
come from increased speed at the check-out
counters together with much faster and more ac-
curate inventory

TO HEAR some talk about the idea, how-

: - peaple
ever. you'd think it was nothing other than a vast

peices no longer marked on individual items. com-
rrison shopping is no longer possible. Further.
ears are expressed about the accuracy of the
computer that transiates the product
into prices at the cash register.

g L, 2 ok
ichigan State 3 require al
grocery stores to mark individual

itern in the store, automated check-out system or

.

Frankly. 1 don't think that any grocery store
manager could survive much more than a day or
two in this area’s competitive [
word got out that he was rigging his price com-
puter. So let's lay that item to rest

3
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by PHILIP H. PORER

WHICH leaves the bulk of the argument revolv-
ing around the trade-off between comparison shop-
ping with a can in the hand and reduced costs to
the grocery stores

There is no doubt that not having the price on
each individual item in the store is an aggrava-
tion. You can’t walk around with a can of soup in
your hand. comparing its price with other brands.

However. nearly all grocery stores arrange
their goods on the shelves by tyvpe of product

are near . cereals next to other ce-
mm»m mmmmm‘nuacmh
cal step in the discussion—the prices of each item
are clearly marked on the shelf. comparison shop-
ping is still easily possibie

Food industry sources swear that they intend to
make certain this happens. Competition. [ sus.
pect. will act as & spyr. since not many shoppers
are going to ya(ronim a store which fails to post
the prices of food clearly on the shelves

Further. if you are bothered—as | am—by the
un-itemized checkout tapes you get at the super-
market, with just a list of prices and no enumera-
tion of the items. you'll be happy at a by-product
of the new system. It will be a check-out tape
with the name of each item and the price entered
right next to it.

Ou balsnce. | (hink the argumest is in favor of
techmology. Let's mot tie the hands of the food
people whe can save something om their costs
which uliimately may be passed on to their cus-
temers.

The bill to require prices on each item of f
is an unreasonadble hinderance to progress. If
abuses develop in the food industry as a result of
the automated system. they can be rectified when
they happen.

But the industry deserves a chance to try to
save some money and help all of us beat the high
cost of living

A traveler’s head swells

Travelers are funny animals.

You take a meek, mild mannered person with a
fairly inconsequential job. give him a briefcase
and put him on a train or plane and you'd never
fnow him.

1t is an escape from the hum-drum worid of
if he is an assist-

sales x
he mm
: .
Apparently, when one is

surrounded by strang-
ers he never intends to see again. the need to be
important blossoms. .

AND WHEN this traveler arrives at his destina-

Becentriites
RN

the same towel for a week but [n a hotel. if the
towel is used once. it is dirty.




