Let sun shine, he says

By TIM RICHARD

Public officials who adamantly oppose
open meeting laws have never oper-

ated under one, says a Florida stlomey ex-
perienced in Lhe operation of that state's

law.

Baya Harrison spent four year in the
Florida atiorney gencral's office ncluding
18 mouths &y deputy “Our office inter-
preted and enlorced the sumshine law.”
said Harrison, now in private practice tn
Tallahassee

Harrison was touring Michigan thiv
week with State Rep Dawid Hollister 1D
Lansing:, auhor of a Common Caue sup-
ported bill requinng vinually all policy
making bodics in Michigan to hold all por.
tions of afl their meetings in public

The bill has strong oppoution from
school boards, city counails. townshpe and
counties

“THE PROBLEMS come basically from
the litle ward politicians. the back-slap
ping good ol boys who don'l Iike the heat
they get at public meetings.” <aid Ham
won

But his message 18 reassunng Flonda‘s
experience has been that opening up meet-
ings has stirred strong public interet and
done local government virtually no harm.

Hollister notes that “school boards are
the most vocal opponenis of my sunshune
bill " Bt Harrison said (hat Flonds
school boards found they had actually
fained public support when it came to bar-
gaining with faculty unions by letting the
public know the brosd outlines of the
school district’s bargalning position

Harrson was critical of an smendment
10 a senate bill that lists many exceptions
10 the open meeting rule The amendment.
offered by Sen. Daniel Cooper ¢D-Oak
Park). would allow “information’ meet.
tngs to be held in secret

In!mum meetings are the most im-

* Harrizon said “Voung v

larlcly uumnnhl By having indorma

tion. the public has the opportunity to in.

crease its alternatives [Us the whole basie

of Jefersonian democracy 1t's good for

the public to be there dunng the decivon
making process.”
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Hiarrison’s strongest defense of open
meelings was on Lhis pont ““There™ are
more corruptions. more peyolls. more Rick.
hacks and more bribes tn land negotiations
wilh developers than in mny other srea

In Florida. three Pinellas County com-
missioners have been indicled in the last
15 manths for taking kickbecks from devel
opers that were discovered because of the
open Mmeeting process.

VIOLATION of Florida's law 18 a mrus.
demanor. Harrison said several entire
achool boards have been indicted. “tut the
conviction” rate 13 low

“Usually they dhdn have an sttorney to

BAYA HARRISON

“~Nine times out of 10, 3 call from the st-
torney general’s office will get them to

open wp

- He saM removal from office could be
e penalty. tat n- acvised against crim-
nal Florida remedy 1s for 2
atisen 1o get 8 mun njunction against se-
cret meetings and to collect damages and
attorney fees.

DESPITE VEME! opposition, Rep
Hollister said thus bill |HB S8 is the only

advise them, and they didnt realize they ane with any chance in the legislature
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died with amendments that it cant win
support {rom open meeting advocates. ol
lister saxd.

Hollister 13 a former teacher of Spamush

the Lanming Oty Council. with
first to promote a sunshine rule
government follister predicted
m candvdates would run on open
ing platforms.
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Electronic
Printing/
Display
Calculater

Now showing, the fobulous double-teatured
Olympia CPDS?S, the electronic colculator that
Nas both print-out and digitel display. Waeighing in at less than 7 pounds, this
#ectronic cakulator features print-out o1 weil as digitol display, which con
be used separately or can print-out and display simultoneously. It has 2 add
mode postions. It olo tectures o direct occess independent memory, with
memory use Fight, 10 you can perform simyltoneous accumulations or totals
~ pertect for invoicing.

And its slent printing fystem is sasy on the nerves. Try the Olympia CPDS7S.
Not only does it oHer you the best value in an slectronic cakulator. but you
also get the prestigious Olympia quality. That's why it's rated X for excellent.
Stop in orphone Quist Typewriter Co. for o free demomtrohon o‘ the Ofym.
pio CPDS7S Electronic Printing/Display Calculotor

There ore olso some ternific bargains in Ofympia Typewriters.

QUIST TYPEWRITER CO.

717 Stephenson Highway
2nd Bidg. N of Maple Rd.  Trey, Mxh.  689-8000
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Metro maps
now available

Huron-Clinton Metropark mape—showing
the location and facilties of the 10 Metrop-

For larger orders contact the Metropark
office for special rates

Sen. Bishop
backed jail bill

Sen. Donald R-Rochester: voted
nnmu-lmwn requiring

Pprison sertences for pun-carrying felas
He was mmx reported 10 have
m.hnnmmumm Actually, he
was abrent for a vote on reconsideration
Bishop supparted the bill on fina] passage
and an unsuccessiul attermpt to give it im-
mediate effect.
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Hand-crafted intricacy highlights a look of elegance. Elabor-
ate opaline drops accent the white finish that harmonizes with
both neutral and bold color schemes. 6 candelabra lights shed
a soft warm glow. Chandelier is twenty-inches wide and priced
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