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‘What could be more important?’

Kids need human development course

By CORINNE ABATT
Dr. Marityn Skully of Farmington Ellls.
le professor of peycholog

associa Ky. says it
B8 vitally Important that a course In
Tuanan be part of regulat pub-

development
Tie school curricuum from the first grade

o,

She says “What could be more impor-
tant® 1 dont believe anyone could con-
ceive anything more Important®’

She ranke such a course right along with
reading and math and while she doesnt
use the term ““panacea” that's what her de-
cription of the sounds

The idea i3 not unique with Dr.

She credits the late Dr. Ralph Ojemann
with the idea which he not only researched
over a long time. but also implemented in
the Cleveland. Ohio. public schools

“His studies show that from very carly
grades. there was a difference in the Kids
who had the course. Those who had it had
Jess social problems. did better scadem-
ically. were practically never found ‘scape.
goating.’ were less offended by criticism
and had leamed 1o give encouragement
rather than criticism.”

Human developmert. she says. is leam-
ing to undersiand ourselves and. In tumn.
each other

“REGARDLESS of » person's technical
knowledge, skill and professional expe
rience, If he is unsbie to understand
human interactions in his work. he canl
be very sucressful

Dr. Skully. a formet school psychologust
nd newly-elected president of the Mich
igan Psychological Association. has a
ready supply of stories and thoughts to il-
lustrate her ideas

“Unfortunately many of our teachers
have nat had adequate preparation in the
area of emotional and human deve'

‘She says that most still focus on errors
“and when Lhey do that they stamp out cre-
stivity "

“The technique of posting the p erfect
papers on the board it detrimental to both

groups—the students whose papers are
posted and those whose arent. The mes-
sage is If you make an error you'll be pun-
ished And for the child who always turm
in a perfect paper. the work is 1o easy
Our phed Kids are ly neglected
~Errors are extremely important. That's
how we leamn. Errors should be looked at
and analyzed. They are t'e stepping stones
tolearming . . | sugmested to one teacher

Or. Marilyn Skully believes a course in human deveicpment
is as important to a person'a development as the traditional three
R's. {Statf photo)

It all adds up

Dad figures in scores

By RON GARBINSKI

When Ruchard Frankel's oldest daughter
stiended North Farmingion High School
she entered a math contest. lie alfered to
help tet review for the on.

Now, |2 years later. Frankel still is help
ing Farmunglon area students prepare for
the Michigan Mathernatics Competition

During this time. Frankel. who lives in
Farmingion Hills. has helped hundreds of
suderts prepare for the test In hs spare
time, he meets with students several imes
a week aler school and reviews math

1t all began when my daughter was in
high school She wanted Lo enter (his math
contest [ thought it would be to her advan-
age |f she reviewed her math. So 1 asked

brought all her frends over and | wound

up helping the whole bunch Now. over the

yesrs. the review sessions have shown
ot

THE RESULT is that Farminglon area
sudents are scoring high on the exam
This year, Alfted Jean of llarrison and
Daniel Togasaki of North Farmington
were the district’s top qualifiers i the
competition and placed in the top 100 of
the Michigan section

According to school officials. Frankel
has done a “famastic job™ with the stu-
dents High school teachers are “extreme-
ly supportive™ of his woek and wamt him
1o continue with the relresher course

Frankel started the program at North
Farmington and for years held it only st
North. Two years ago. he was asked to can-
duct one session st North and another at
Harrison. Studerts from all three high
achools attended the sessions

The program was offered 1o all studenls
in the district 3o that the trighter students
could have the opportunity to mingle with
each other. : -

“Otherwise, students would only atiend
the sessions st their own school and
wouldnt benefit from meeting students
from the other schools who share the same
interests.” sayn Frankel

But now he is back to conducting Lhe ses-
sions only st North, one after school and

thop Some students are involved in afler
achool activitien and find 1t difficut to
meel ot that time.

“THE REASON for this is that kids
trom other achools and kide who work or
are on tesms want 10 sttend the sexsiors.
00," he continues. “Both are exactly the

same and are availsble Lo any Farmungton

ares high school student
‘The math Lest is given in two parts Any

qualify for the second part.

“The second part is more Gifficult and
e in math

the 1op 100 receive awards and scholar
Jrofiy:.

Frankel start« reviewing for the lest
with Lhe studerts ruht afier the (irst week
of school in the (all. In Novernber, afier
they have Laken the first pan. those who
fecl they have a lighting chance 1o take
the second section stan preparmg for the
more difficult part of the competition

“There wually are about 6 1o 80
dents who start (he refresher course By
the time they start reviewing for the sec
ond part. there are only abou 30 studerts
It in the program.” he sayx.

FRANKEL. who used to be a mathemat)-
can, says many students respond to the
program. Laking an interest in the math
tests

“There are all kinds of reasons why
these studenta take the course Some want
10 do well on the test and athers just want
10 improve their math skills. Bl no mat-
ter what the reason. many students are
doing well on the exam And that pleaves
™

“The students have the abality and there
really 13 nothing | can do 1o improve that
abdity All | can atiempt 1o do 1 help

what they are leamning in the

Frankel has received support from teach-
program has had a lot to do with thesr fine
performance.

Students in the program are quick to
point out that they had » kot of fun in the
course

Scott Ramsey, & student in Eagle Elementary School, works
on a Valentine which he will be giving to his favorite girl on that
special day. Wonder who she is? (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

!

In the early years in school she envi-
sions a prychologist teacher working with

of view and you can atways under.
stand it if you Lake the ume to find o
children would begin 1o feel safe with
they feel.”
She foresees many objections from par-
(athers.

ents—particularty
“We have particularly s large

crippied
segment of our sonely sayng that boys
shouldnt cry A bot has bren written about

17

that.

“We say that boys shouldn feel, pain.
orrow. regret of tenderness For instance.
in one study. 180 per cent of the men od
jected if their sons played with doils This
s the troutle with men who canl @ve
care, can give emctional love, can even

houses were all aboxt. The men were
sayng ‘we will read portry. we wiil smell

Catholic

“They're doing 8 marvelous b in the
public schools,” she sayx. “We can strew
a God stmosphere.”

Unlike public schools. parocheal
are abie to stress relgious values in every
class. she says

“Students can go 1o any public achool to
leam to read and write.” she sayx. Catho.

plain chowe ¢ schools.
e/
Our of Sorrows and it s u<ter

achool. Beahan jumior high schoot are hav
open houses betwen § W am and 315
m. on Thursday. Feb 12 to allow parerts
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~The dfferences are there and they are
tere to stay.
The vast improvements she descnbes

~ all that's what our tives are made of The
umportant theng to all of s 15 what hap-
pens 1o - interperemally
~ We want to know if we are valud. if
we are underdood if we are are loved and
apprecisted. If we leam to understand our
seives. we learn 1o understand others
hefe Afe commMon denomenators
“We can say to somenne | understand

hape.
§ donl have your kind of hope but | know
s

hope

Dr. Skully has a bachelor < degrve from
Hardn Smmons Unnveruty. a maser's
from Michigan State and 3 doctoe s from
Wayne Sate

Her tstand Roger. also a pychologist
n prvate practice and m the stall of
Mercy College with her 1< completing hiy
PAD in gerontology

The couple have thore daughters—Rach-
# and Greta. baxh students ot Mercy Col-
\ege and Colleen i pmor high

'Private schools celebrate

Education Week

1 wak through the school and obrerve
everyday actimty

“WE ARE trying o let prople know
therr money is being well spere.” <he ays.
Afer presenting a shde show about the
schools’ dally sctivies Lae Sunday. the
faculty reahiaed that “each day somethey
ex0tng 13 happerang.” Siger Glona Lerm
urs

“Sister Ann Romayne. o jnor hugh
schoel principal. 13 doing fantastic things
she says.

Both schools have nisig enrollments and
2 watng hst. The schooks will only accept
children who are entenng the firgt ade
o students who are transfenng [rom ot
of state schools This policy would exclude
Rudents who are trying to avord baxang o
Detroit

There arenl any plans 1o close Catholic

scheols 1n Farmington  Our peopie are
loking ahead 1o the ne five vears ~ Sis
ter Glona Lerro s,

The schoolt dres wnchangng moral
standards, the eustence of God and the
purpose of man. <he explain. The nile of
parents in a child « education 1s also recog.
rezed

DISCIPLINE 11 tighter than in 3 public
school and the chiids freedom 19 himited
We donl have the problems the public
schools have * the sayy

Teachers attend canventiom and work
shops 10 keep up with the teactung tech
mques 1 the public schoots and to keep
abreast of new trends

Although teaching methods have
changed. the children have remained the
<ame. s syt

1 think chuldren are culdren o matter
where they are.” <he saw

The reefer trenchcoat.
A close-moving
sihouette for no
matter what shape
the weather'sin.

CAROL COHEN does it for
BRAEFAIR and for everyday
under the sun—or rainin string
colored cotton polyester
poplin Sizes 6 to 14, §70. In
Contemporary Collections
ot alt of our Hudson's stores.

hudsons




