Suburbs back water hike figh

By MARIE McGEE

from the coalition to serve on a committee
that will determine what legal stepn to
take 10 stop the Detroit water board and
I)l" conts inmvolved
n the meantime. representatives will fol.
low up Monday's action with identically- -
worded supportive resolutions from their
ive communitics. The resolutions

will include a financial pledge of five corts
per person, based on the 1970 census. in
the evert the steering committee decides
court action Is necessary

All the communities were urged o at-
tend the Feb 24 public hearing in Detroct
el by the Detroit water board at which
time the rate schedule reportedly will be
explained

McNamara urged a “concerted effort”
to force Detroit Mayor Colemsn Young
and water department officials 1o explain
the need (or the rate hike when a balanced
budge! was passed by the water board for
this fiscal year requiring no rate increase

At one poimt McNamara told the capaci-
ty audience in the Livonia Senior Qtizers’
Center. “Most communities can get along
without phones ot electnaty. but water is
an absolute hecrasity We're ol the mercy
of one man—and il he decrdes to reduce
pressure. he can do i

In his opening remarks. McNamara out
lned other options open to the group be.
xides legal action

One of the strongest. he said. was direct
communication with the nine-membet De-
troit Qty Council who must approve the
rate hike. according to a recent opinion
trom the sttorney peneral’s office. |

“Make your feelings known.  urged
McNamara  “As council members. they
must be able to ustily the rate hike lo
their own constituents

The rate hike. expected to generate 14
million. apphiex to Detroilers av weil av

ban users. McNamara noted. and
many Detroters are not fully aware of
this. |

The (act that the Detrosl councal has not
approved the rate huke could be important

in delaying the hike—or 1n possibly hatting
the Increase altogether. McNamara said.
McNamsra also oullined ne siate

legslation. but held owt Inttle hope for e
passage before the rate increas takes el
fect becauae “it's effectively bottienecked
in committee by the Drtrot interest

Aroups .

While the suburban officials agreed legis
Intion would help 1n the future. they were
unanimous i their support of immediate
court action 1o force the water board to
prove it needs the increase

“This group makes up twothirds of De-
troil's customers |.et's make them put the
rate increase [acts on the table ™ com
mented one suburban nfficial

Officials from Flint. the single largest
water customer. rrported their efforts to
£t rate procedure information from the
water department have been ignored

“We wrote for rate <tudy facts and our
letters went unanswered We iclephoned
and our phone calls were never retumed
id one Flint officsal

McNamars offered a mild defense Mie
1aid he fell the water department wasnl
intertionally 1gnonng the inquirkes. bat
were doing 0 “because they simply dn't
have the answers.

1t way tus guess. McNamara said. that
the water department really doesn't hase
2 rale-making procedure like Detrot Fdi-
won or Michigan Bell The department hav
sold water 8o cheaply and casily for <o
many years that they didnl need any. he

Of the water depariment’s new director.
Charles Scales. McNamara said ~He has
very lttle knowledge about linances.

The Livonia mayor. who served on the
water board until he was fired in October
afier questioning Lhe. rate hke. b
some ilems in the water department budge
o

“For instance.” he said 35000 goes 1o
the mayor's olfice. | donl know of ane
service we gat from him—except to fire
me -

McNamara also was entical of 102 new
Jobs that appear In the budget Filtytwo
of those are for the water -department.
McNamars said. and 46 of those are ad
ministtativy posts assigned to the diree:
toe's <tafl.

McNamara also charged that the con-
struction of Lhe Port Huron facility “was
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‘sein, Canton Township

mayor was the unanimous choice of all the
communities (0 lead the protest

Officials representing communities in
the Obacrver & Fecentric ares inchuded
David L. Jones, public service director.
Farminglon. Justine Barnes. presidert,
Westland Oty Councll, Charles Gnffin.
Westland councilman, Cari Parsell. Can-
ton Township treaswrer. Hobert Green-
rvisor, Farl
Patchett, Redford Township trustee, Wil
liam Opper. Garden Oty Clerk. Richard
Graham. Qty of Troy. Robert J Stadler,
Bloomfield Hills, Glen Shaw. Westland
councilman, Art Witala. superirtendent.

Oty of Westiand. Do Christie. Redford  Lapeer, Beverly Hils. Narthville Town
Township trustee; Fred Yochey, city man-  ship, Portisc. Madison Heights. Ferndale.
ager, Plymouth, Paul Tuvans. Westland  Ash Towrship. Portiec Township. Trentan.
city coumnciimen; Patrick McDorald Red-  Sheidy Towrship, Fhashing. Romuhas, Berk-
ford Townmblp Scpervisr: W.J. Kincade,  ley, Riverview. Oty of Northville, Village
DPW maperitendent, Plymouth Towrship. of South Rockwood. Surpter Towrship.
J.D. McLaren. supervisor, Town- Blcomfield Towrmhip. Grome Poirte
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