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City contemplates facelift

. Fermimgron, Muchigan

30 Puges

“Twenty Five Cents

It’s fashion that counts innew downtown

By RON GARBINSKI

The City of Farmington hopes to center
its marketing strategy for the redevelop *
ment of the downtown area by Bttracting
more qualits fathion apparel dores 1o the
distrwt  according 1o ety offcub

Earmington has a 1ack of quality fash
on stares an it centra] buvnes district
and that appears 1o be the area's bggest
peoblem * <ass City Mapager Robert Dead
man

The ¢ty has the space and resources Lo
wppart several mare of teae <tores and if
we could attract mavbe theee of four new

apparel ships then the dowriown Area
ralls could show same rriad tmprove:
menie

AU Tursday « city council meeting the
Farmingion Planning Commesmon wmill rec.
ommend that the city implement 8 pan

that would attract major fashon apparel
sores into the central buuness dstexct at

Pedestrians are being kept in mind as the
City of Favmmolnn studies plans to redesign
the dowaonn are. centering at Farmington

Geand River and Farmngion Roads

The planning commiesion’s recommenda-
e based on a study conducted th
’bvlrd L. Green and Ammocules Inc n
conjunction with Christophet Wiacny and
Aswciates

THE REPORT ADVISES the cty to
adopl a strategy that weud draw “the
tvpe. quality-and breadth of fashon ot
rel stores that trade lm
the ability fo support

“We lregmuolryrmhvdwtmok
ment the plan they have mumlﬂﬁd
Deadman continues

This city could generate more revenue
il 1t had more of a selection n [ashion
dorrs 30 rew l-mﬂ”wmklwl}!
community (o shop for’ clothes

“The commiusion wodd ke, to see
Farmington develop into 8 buuness dw-
tnct simitar (o that of downtown Birmung
ham or Dearborn Both of thes areas
have manv qualits fashun dores  he ex
plains

and Granag-fiver The dotted broken line in-

World-of mus:c

Kids tune up to sound of symphony

L1 ("Il.\\li ABATT

A little qurt from Farmingun Beechview
Flementars Schanl asked lrtmal Sym
Lphony clarmetnt Paul Sehalier 2 quesion
that hall the worid s concrrt guer prob
ably cvuldnt anwmer

A wondwind (o frum the \y mphony
kave a program at the school Ty -m)
and answered quetions folffeing the ‘per
formance

Swimming
start next

Recreational smmming for dd‘rm and
adults 13 every Wednesday evenng at the
Farmungion and North Flrmn‘\on Hgh
school

pools
Family hour s 78 15pm ud he adul
hour 1 8309 45 pm There 3 8 30 cent
fee for children and 80 cent fre for adully
with lv«ul rates for groupn
The program 1 sponsored by the Farm-
Ington Area Hecreation Commuason
The Commision will also offer "N
weeks of swimming lessons brguning Sat.
- urday. March 20
lnlnhon will be Saturday, March 13
from 9 am to neon at Farmingion High
School and North Farminglon
should regster st the school ey
I be

wish to smm Mumlm
Lessors wil
heid March 2. 27, Apnll.l’.lﬁyll

the eught-week
nn

. The schedule i1 3930 am. Letes
12345 and Moms and Tola, 1610 Sam .

Levels 12345, 1111 30 am. Levew 1-1¢

Why  avked the youngtter do all ihe
mstruments tune lo the N

Schaller answered  Arcawse the oboe 13
be<y mfluenced by cold and warm (han any
ather sratrument The alhers vary more

Schaller oboerst Ron (Mmark and bas
wonist Paul Ganwon tock (urms he aéen
the musc explaining their instru, ents.
They look them apart iold something of
the higtory of rach and demanstrated
range and lone

lessons
month

levels are 1
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dicates where the study recommends devel-
oping walkways to make it easier for shoppers
to get around

“The dosmtewn area M something
that will provide a becter cwstomet draw
There are adequate rental stroctures avad
b2 now for-mew clothng mores

We feel |f we nvte twve new com
pantes 1o locste (n our central shopping
area we will have a better wiecton of
shops that mil draw moee prople o the
aty to do their shopping.
ager save

Geeen and Associates’ plan are o .
lemtifying market penetrsoon &d exiend.
Ing the downtown irade area |
ton of iy strategy cals for e N
opment of a ceordnated approsch o dexw
fadutn retailers nio the ares

The city weuld solict tenancwes from
fashion appared retatlers currenth unrepre
wnted in the trade srea

We also would need the coopersion of
the merchants siteady operang m the
city 10 order lo provide sn environment

r..mnmu-‘:mnm e am
hion was 10 be taller than hrs bewcon
He Fuplained that i aif wayx the bemone
n 2 double indrumert mnd that when he
grrw older M knew he wondd never really
be a tall

llywmuuw the besmoon 13
agnt et loag

AS_NE TOOK THE BASSOON apart w
sections, Ganmon savd G Germen’ word

ise

The bassoon 88 played by Dewor Symphony musicien. Paul
Gannon, capiures the intersst of Beschview

more 1, ormh
The studh < t die calls for thé cXv
to implement s sravgy be

be estatinhed -uh-pﬂm retating
wea

Geeen nn‘ Amaum bebeve that the
nnmdmnmnmi
the Novi center as well as ather
area_complenes

The Farmangion area has more comven

i

tenant ther and ¢ € wronger The cfy
has oo muck of onp type of and that
mught be Nundenng our paten
tal  Desdman

Above sl we have 1o tffer resdents
fmore than ane to shop tn provding
therm with 8 selectn of stores lo sha at

““THE CRUCIAL ASPECT W the whole
Plan s whether th ity can saract thew
prciality chathing o rrenglon ket
10 make the cent ral buanrw dotrxt 8
srong market arr s o 1 wants L we the
Aty grow and proaper eplans the cty
manage :

4

The cty possdh crud o 3 manr
large volume faod chawn i the area Lo

Farmington coild expect sveral mamr
resalts f ey s coessfuly mplerent tha
marketing plan -dredict Green and Aswor
Mex of Bloomfn-id Hhils

Sales of evstir ¢ bullding acr cud 7
crease a3 (he ne-» merchants woud satishy
current retail prxental  the (ade area
Farmungtan « s are of £y reader markel
aiso would be ¢+ ipected 1o mcrease the re
port e

A hew lashun store m the drentown
area would aftr act related favun and spe
16y mercha nts to yacart or under
Wikred speces i the busmew dstret

Sdles pan # and mane pesratin

of eusing Prcality stores would be 0
creaved by the cuttomer draw of 8 bashwen
quf} store The: pitential for
fies 0 the dtixt also coud fewll B
Qeater_demand r markeng et ©
the downtown area

The 1.rm proper ed three aRernatn e mar

“ling optoms Nut the panneg

cmimes

wm deaded 1NAT this plan would be the
ot feavdle and ellectine for the Farm
neon ara

(Rher recomir endarions were to reolace
the downtown s mapor store and 1acanl
nntal paces v thes amme with lareer
toxd d-ug Rardware and reiated canen
wacr gwds stores

Replamng 13 canl sores waces as et
ative 1A {20 wa apparel wores to dowh
Qunge e &) antown lenad M was the
rmultiag firmos third atematne

T vuh v.ae requested lad rear after
area mercha v 35d the ot cmrcil ée
1drd 1 mak e 3 unred offant 1) R een
Se et banes gane

PlaL'l has folks 1n-mmd
with pedestrian walk

A plan Iar.nr‘hmd
ares with peopie = mund will be presented
to Farmungtan City Council tha week
While most ares merchants are con
cerned about the appearsnce of the Farm
ngion downtown dstrct the desgn phase
of the ity 's redevelopment will depend 2
most entireh oo local Wustsrsmen
“We also have recened dewmgn recom
rendations fren (he conultng fiem w re
Lagion to the downtown area ‘The exent of
“the change will depend 3 great deal on
how moch ares merchargs sre wilng o
take upon themmetres Lo change ~ eplans
Deadman <ty manager

We really onl know yet how mer
chants will respord 1o the plan becae ¢
hasn1 recerved formal cty councl approv
al and hawnl been 1 Bt the
planrung commisson and | favor the rec
ammendations and we hpe the counci
wil too he contmues

The design redeveiopment plan for down
town 13 part of 3 retaul and dengn akerna-
trves study conducted for the oty ty How
ard L Green and Assactes Inc
According 10 the report the dengn re
commmendations Wil contribuse to the e
tablithment of stranger Fmagrs and vsual
1deray for the Farmmungion doertown dn

tnct

The retad phase of the overal redmelop
ent plan s 10 attract more ashion sppe
el sores ko the central busness area
Both desuygn and retail recommmendations
inctuded in the report will be preserted to
the cty council at Tuesdn « meeting at
oty halt

Fiung @ the downtown area s one of
the major gosh o the planneng commes-
won s rewks will depend on whether
laral merchants and buildng owners want
1 spend the money to make the srea more
seathetealn plemng Nesdewn st

for bavoon mesms 2 bundie of stcke
The French word ko thes wondwird famihy
« an wh 3 French drmawliard swund

a
There = uaqfnm an allo e 3

tevor on and a
mm \-mm-undhnmp
French © they pronamced & bamonn
Garson Auidren
The left e kevs and
page 4A)

»
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pupits. Gannon of » symp
performed at INW'MW. (Staft photo by Harry luuN)

Toth the retaling and dewg plas
Play impor Lant roles m the redes clopment
of the ared  Along with making X 2 Rrng
or TnaThet area we Mmu Make £ a0 arvl
that 1v ple asing for shoppery and aruness:
en

The priman phiical prbdiem o the
downtown ares ©5 that budngs are clow
1o one an ther but there n wesk prdeire
M imkag e Between 'he crnteny

TRE RILPORT RECOMMENDS that the
oty estak hish & landscaped pedetrun on
sted sVIlem of walkwavs weh acces be
tween all areas of the downtown drstrxct

The entire downtown ares nv nrged by
an nade quate vehucle Now partern whai
Astribut o3 traffic 1o the vanous retnd and
tervice (stablihments accondng 1 the re
port

To all rviate the problem the report tug
Kests inproving the prewet partng <23

xon by re dife Ting and prvmoting new pab,
rern ol [edestrian mosement 11 aiss reés
wmeends acquirng W shere 2adt odal”
parking pace 18

The rermort 2l cally lor 3 muee atstac
Ve petitran environment m e central
buvr ess distret By cresting e ronmes-
tally controd.ed pedestrian (nkage brtween
he 1argee partng ke and thwe arew
wirh rrd wed parting spact 1 new prdes
1nan fare pattern Soudd dmiop

Geeen and Axscutes ecommend thar
the ity evahlY 2 prevle  space &1
arey g ted for this purpoee R located n
the st he vt quadrant of Farmengton and
(eand Rner just bevund the Viliage Ar

re3 1l funchon as 2 landwcaped
prople« Senied open space
Thit pedestran aans tagether wth the

1Continwed on page 1A+

How expeirts feel

Gene ral merchandise appprel whoe and
vardg >ods Mores thow potertial  great
e retul sales Bevond the lvel currentiy
Mtamd (f the downtown Farmengton
revesh

1er3 A vhonally the space utihization of con
et ;¢ and speculty retad gores n Ihe
Farm inglon &strict are over cepresented
There 11 an unbalanced mix of fond drag
art 1 afts gt and offcesupph ores as
camg sred 1o general retai and fashen ap-
parel sores reports Howard L. Green and
Asyor ates  Inc "

The: consultng firm recents compieted
& sta dy for the Crty of Farmengion as part
of the ofty’s master plan to rede ebop €y
Sowr down ares

The steh showy that papularh prced
appe rel and convemence sores are wel
tepr evented B crmters Farm
ngton such a3 Sears and Crowles s o Lt
veru 3 Mall Crowles « at Kendalwaod \ull
ad the two mayr K Mart Cemters

T ese nores are ciow evah o the
Far mngten ares that oty fruadents ¢34
oy there convenent!y Mt Farmington «
Arate distrct o eithout the bretrr qualis
Taot won apparel sores

Thre decay of the dowmiown « nrthes st
qua dramt 1 partially the remul of the we st
draw and low market pewtration o the
Doventown Farmungton Certer the [im

ay s
E florts 1o improve (A cormer shoukd be
Wi tertaken as part of the ctv 3 overal pro-
M s wprove the entxre dowrdown re
tad market pemetration the report 1avy
V#ule reetal rates for read store frones

Nrws Section A
Sperts i
Cobaron. . 1t
Suburtun Lite Sectiom [ §
Cosmsmmnity Calendet '
Brdge 1
Cassifiods Secttm
Dpath motces 1

The IDmanema barmdgon Center
N aceounts e Cwatturds of the cen
2l Lminess d e s leaseable retad
arra 1 anchored M bisbrale Depart
ment Stare 2 profesny Aepartment
wore with an emphasn M muteratel

prcev) apparel

The roport conclodes that the operang ~f
the e K Mart Store on Geand Rner nea-
alst e22 hae emded Federal « merchande
g pover 1 the city

A fni of dewntown shrpoens shows that
Q percent of Farmungion « retad trade o
comgiried of thoppers from Farme on
the |1l and Livona —ymaals readents iy
ng meh of Fe Mile

17 1973 the populaton of Farmery tom
trade area was 196708 The 1970 (enam
draed the 198 median imih nowme n
the area wa g oc B pee cerr. sbove
he metmpolitan Detroe average

Aisa i 1FTY ket in the Doentomn
Farmingion Cenler were e<ir\ated fo
Naie teen $133 million Tha Laal wae
ey dnuied br{aren comens mce gode
ires and whepping £ ode < res

s was three pet cent of th ¢ tradeares
re oderts estimated K111 5 ! Lon expends
tares for retml goods and sences

The market <hare attamw d by conven
wnce goods itores and + hppeg ' grode
€ ey n the Gfferent sect o of the trade
area vere almost dent ral

Ths pattern 11 contr gy to that of &
s 1rong downtown busm s detnct whch
ypically Ras an exter uve trade srea for
Sooprae g0ods Hores ad & MONe RN
tive cugversence stor, trade arre the re
ot savy

The downtown Far mingan retal core in

" chuses the three co ners of the Farmangton

and Crand River

mtht a el firm

DS WishoM

Kxis sy the darnded
u-;mlsmnmw
head found st when he visted
yow ‘@iers from Kenbréok Elernen
tar y recestly. To see what they hed
to sy tum to page M



