Lamn OBSEAVER & ECCENTRIC

Thorsdsy, Fetwuary 19, 1976

editorial- opinion

Guess who pays, again?

A group of taxpayers in Oakland, Wayne and
Macomb ' counties think that suburban home-
owners receive the least amount of service for the
most amount of tax dolars.

This has more than just a point.

A leader of the group. Greg Kennedy of South-
field, claims the property tax bases of most De-
troit suburbs have risen concurrently with the an-
nual revaluation of homes

S

As if 10 add fnsult to injury. many suburban
school districts have lost large amounts of annual
state appropriations in the last fiscal year. Ken-
nedy is incensed that Gov. William Milliken is
now asking southeastern Michigan growth commu.
}\llr:m to share their expanding tax bases with less
ortunate heas L

*:In other words.” says Kennedy. “we, the tax.
payers, must foot the bill for construction of ‘big-
Rer and better sewers, wider streets. more expen-
sive_fire equipment. more fire and police per-
sonnel just to take care of these new buildings
gﬂ roit gets the gravy and we're left holding the

R

In certain areas suburban taxpayers should be
willing to share some tax burden with taxpayers
n Detroit Such arcas mught include the Detron
Institute of Arts. the Detrowt Zoo. Belle Isle and
transportation and water systems.

ONLY A VERY uncharitable suburbia. with no
thterest in the arts. zoos. metropolitan parks or ef-
ficient dnd economical transportation and water

Putting the stops on a fast one

Some school administrators. eager to get more
iocal tax support. are pulling a fast one in their
presentations to local folks

The trick 1s to make it look as f the state s
“failing to meet its obligations in appropnations
for our school district,” or some such verbiage

The method is to show a series of {igures pur-
porting to demonstrate that state aid s declining
Actually, what it shows ix that state axd 18 declin.
tng as a proportion of the local budget

So ask the local supenintendent to show you—
not those tricky percentages—but the raw dollar

Senate rumor mill goes

systems would serously consider not supporung
services that beneft suburbs

The thrust of Greg Kennedy's argument 1s. how-
ever. on target

Instead of growth<community revenue shanng

+ dollars going to service< that growth communities

benefit from. it's more likely that these dollars
will go to support and propagate
that alrcady exist s
i
And 1t would be unfair to single ot Detrot as
the only south n Michigan ¢ thatin-
officiently adminusters tax dollars
There are many nongrowth suburban commu-
nities where as much. if not more, public spend-
g incfficiencies exst )

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, suburbsn commu
futics thal exist side-by4xde. One is booming. the
other not The boomung community needs a bus.
5o they buy a government surplus bus for $500
put $300 into repatrs and the bus serves the city
well for moare than three years

The commymity that ts not boofrung also neéds
a bus, but they buy a new bus for $8.000

Under Milliken's tax-sharing plan the prosper:
g community 1 asked to share its tax base with

the ¢ v that s nat t s funds m
an economic way
Wha pays?

The homeowning taxpayers. the middle class. in
the prospering community—who else” .
W. MICHAEL MILLER

figures Often you'll find the oppostte is the truth
State aid s rising in raw dollar terms

The reason state aid is falling as & percestage
of the total budget s that local schesl districts
are spending money (asier tham the state cas -
crease appropristions; that is, the schesk are
spending it faster than foks can carm R.

Not all school officials are guilty of thes trick.
but enough are so that the taxpayer must be on
hs guard whenever he hears a school official
moaning that “the state s fading

to work on Esch, O’Hara

Try this rumor on for wire

US Rep Marvin Esch s gong to drop out of
the Republican Senate tace Reason There are
so many candidates splitting up the regular party
vote that conservative Bub Huber is likely to take

"

Try another once N

U'S§ Rep James O'Hara s gong to drop out of
the Democratic Scnate tace if Secretary of State
Richard Austin gets in; Reason  There are so
many white candidates that Ausun as a black
with some labor suppant s likely to take it

BOTH TALES surfaced last week and both
were vigorously denied by the canddates or their
spokesmen. The niteworthy thing 5 that Esch
anhd O'Hara must be cotsidered the front runners
19 their respective partes, and each 1s the most
experienced candidate on either side of the arske

If they stay in. Michgan voters witl have the
biggest brawl in the Seplember pnimary they've
had in years. The kinds of crossovers we saw In
tbe Républican senatonal primary of 1970 and the
Democratic presidential primary of 72 will be
non-existent

ESCH, AN ANN Arbor resident whose 2nd Dis-
tnict includes Livoma and Plymouth, must be con.
sidered the darhing of the party cstablishment
That Max Fisher 15 in his financial camp s ex
tremely significant

The rumor that Esch wall pull out seems to
_have emanated from Democratic State Chairman
Morley Winograd and is being pushed by other
Democrals Esch's camp scoffs at o

.But Esch has allegedly falled to excite voters—
which is a matter of opson And he has failed to
senre off rival candidstes—and that's a fact.

.There's Huber, a oneterm congressman
There's former Supreme Court Justice Tom Bren
nlan, with his Irish name and unwillingness to com-
roit himself on issues (and hrs messy resignation
from the court because of his involvement with a
private law school).

“There's Deane Baker. a University of Michigan
regent. rich enough to fmance his own campaigns.

(/

And there Vdu Fngman. Grand Rapds lawyer

/ﬁx FOR A SHOT IN THE ARM

ST

Private schools do public
a favor, deserve a break

Pity the phght of private education

Every time public school teachers negotate a
raise in salaries. private schools have to have to
attempt to be competrive and match that rase

The problem. however, s that the c school
systermn can go to the voters and ask for increased
property tax millages to cover the cost They also
have such things gomng for themn as state axd. fed-
eral aid and automatic revenue Increases when
the ;rop-ny assessors perodically reassess up-
ward the value of the homes in a distrct

IT 18 EASY to say private schools can raise
their- twtion. but the plan facts of Lfe are that
most private schools have reached the pownt
where any substantial increase i tuttion wiil
mean a substantial decrease in enroliment

Stowly but surely. even those schools with out-
of-sight tuitions and great endowments are being
strangied to death by conditions over which they
have no control The only answer for fe s for
continued charitable support by individuals to
help support private education

1F THIS PRIVATE support 1s not continued. in
the long run it will cost the taxpayers many more
dollars because those students who are now bemng
cducated 1n the private sector would then have to
be educated tn the public sector. causing greatly
increased costs to the local school systems

There were some rumblings a couple of years
ago that there should be some himutation on deduc-
tions for charitable giving because these deduc-
tions allowed some hagh-income people to reduce
their taxes This idea was quackly scrapped when
the tax planners realized how much more 1t would

et By

cost the government to proside social seruces !
there were m charitable orgamzations around

THE CONVERSE PHILOSOPHY s now true
Bills have been introduced in Congress to allow
people to use the tuition pad to pnvate education
as a deduction for income tat purpoves because it
might. in the long-run. be the anly way private
education can be supported

Obviously. any deduction reduces the tax intake
for the government But if something 1sat done
for private education over the long term the co *
to the government will be vastls mvre than the
impact of a tax deduction

THERE IS JUSTICE n ailoming <uch a tav
ductton because the people who are wending the -
children to public schanls are deduct:ng the
tion for their children through the pasment ¢
their properts taxes .

Those parents wha clect to tend their chidren
to private schohls are also paving their fair han
through taxes without burdening the public «chos
system with additional students

1f more clear thinking on the subject 1s not dons
shortly. and action taken. private education could
ship from the scene lommg us all a great educa

tional asset
—

and former chmirman of the Federal Trade Com
mission

ANYONE BUT Baker has a reasonable shot at
the nomination 1n a wide-open race. but Engman
w the purder

Ever since | knew hum in college. Engman’s
style has been to move next to someone in power
impress them - he's acadertucally bnilliant, and
pull off a plum by appontment

#rom a Grand Rapids law practrce, he went to
the White House stalf under John Ehriichman
kept s nose elean of Watergate and landed the
charrmanship of the FTC 1t brought tum Time
Magazine's rating of one of the 40 outstanding
voung men n the countrs  bat it ddnl give lim
any kind of power base to run for the Senate,

So what's he doing 1 a race with the heavy
weights” Lew simply doesn't make dumb mustak-
<. and he's got to have something up his sieeve.
Wil he hack off the Senate race and go for the
House 1n Jerry Ford's old Sth Drstrict™ Attorney
general an 7R”

) %
O'HARA. A °SUBURBANITE (rom Ulica. has

great credentials as a UAW lLiberal and the sup-
port ol veteran Democratic congressmen. He
work< inch by inch toward big goak.
The chansmatic Rep Don Reegle of Fhint wll
" excite voung voters and independents. but they
are scarce in parly pnmanes
State Sen. John (xterbacher of Grand Rapwds 1s
a bright voung chap that no one can figure out
Bloomlicld Township lawyer Jim Elsman’s candi-
dacy 1s being 1gnored by maost political writers
And Augin” A semor ctizen No record as a leg-
1slator. BOt plenty of exposure in his current job
A cautious, hkeable accountant
Political parties tak about open primanes bt
secretly loathe them because they can be so ex-
pensive and bloody If Esch and O'Hara dont
drog’ out. perhaps others wili
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from our readers

Editorial opinion
is criticized
Ehue

Steve Rarmaby hit & raw nerve when he
equated human fe with gartage pckup

To be “uncomiortatie: because of poor
arbage collecton © ceanly net the
same as loung & hurnmn lie becaue of the
questionable competence of an ambulance
company

Mr Rarnady i3 shocked at the w0 called
Aunterest i the appalbng drath of one
achool by bt takes great debght in mock
ing the Quaenry for trywng to save mam
ves

His tunking 1s much the same as Coun
Qlman Licktman who seems 1o feel that
one-Uurd myll ;m tawes 1 too much b ask
0 save an untold number of Lives n our
aty

S

The cmence of the protest by the fire
e seem 1o br 1o me an objrrion o the
manner the drector of ety and oty
manager ordered the fremem nel to re
spond to am more human rescue calic
2 the way (hew two men forced upon
the counat his 1sur of steidy L an am
bulance company

Upon questioning the ¢y manager sad
thrs order 1o the firemen was premature
and it was to be implememted after the con
tract mth the ambulance compam was
uened

Just where in (s date or am other
are the cmiens forced to call an ambu
Lance for unmedute ad ntead of the
hre department® Ambuances arr known
for transport ot far quick rrponse and
wimediste ard

"

1t weems to te Lme for the council of
Farmungion Huls 1o senow!y question the
mot:ves of Mr Holkn and Mr Majaros in
thes matter

JEAN DR VAR
tarmmagion Hille

Fdtors sate The beb 1 efitorul um
that poer gardage pubep can hare we
comfortable ¥ mat harmbul eflects she
Withoot proper gurbage pulmp serow
heakh probirmn (28 riche \he W
Rerashy hav serer meched the rflons

o the relmatrers of Ihew ® wmpahy
with them In s Fed

3 rditoral W Marn

puiliag W ey Dewrs of thew swa Lme ta
2 preems 18 diiress

To e Frd 12 edilonal be commrnded
e relamteery for e colruvesens
bring cvecerard oner the bumsa e
-

Northwestern expansion plan i¥ opposed

Fddor

There are severa reaons why North

western Highway shbuld nat be eviended
The $19 mibon cowt wil be pasd &
rrctly by the praple of Mrchgan and that
money o desparately needed to repay pre
wnt rasds

Resident thanks
good samaritans

¥

My | post take ths appartordy 1o sy
thank you 1o three géndemen n (Rowry

The northward road. off 1488 bryond 1)
chard lake are et compieted and thewe
rosds will atop the Orchard LaaeNoth
western batienech

Michigan population ha bem n 2
weads deckne for fve vears and ths u.
contin e

Ereryone 1hould have 3 nrghbor hae
I Ixhac wnd Farmungion Hilt pobce Lie
aflcers Rebh and Worthngion
MARY ANN MAYOSM

Farmingwe

‘Seniors’ charter
says thanks for aid
Fddor

This 19 10 thank members of e Farm

wten Hulls Ohagter 3088 of S American
Assscrston jor Retred Porsons .

£

The W.hgin ¥ate gmn (v
ment has placed Waler Calee o head o
The DO OITPIRT Lo N g

way Bt Thes cen Aad e gt
K megea

HLGH SHELLY

Varmm gwon

for their groerouh et LR o

Aewrnt home prawe:

Al 3 thane v b Mamta Tumer o
e wror CRizens Center al e A s
Legoa Hal on Geand Raer for donating
from her: proxct

w2 thanks 1o Mrand M Merie R
mine  AAKI® metbeny oo Berties

1 alvo woud Lar to than the proday
manager of the Orrhard Lake and 10 Mie
Grest Sext for A help on the trut and
@vrount

THOTAS AITKEN
Farmiagies Hills AARP cumemlte chat-
aa



