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- Country atmosphere logic is just an old dream

'I‘emocrl are getting hot In Springbrook Sub-

ll seems lolkl out that way are a b penurbed
over the sty paving Is the Farmin,
mll.l City Gounc\l has bouncing a: h~

ilrom what was said at this week's public hear-
ing, resident factions are broken down between
those who wanl asphalt paving and those who
want to maintain the “country atmosphere.”

Sound (amiliar?

Now I've been kicking around the Farmington
area on and off for the last four years. and this
spiit is & common onc

I'll lay my cards on the table right off

I don't have anything against country atmos-

. but c’'mon. foka: Let's not kid ourselves
armington Hills aint country.

[ CAN SYMPATHIZE with those who have lived
in the Hills when it really was country--back in
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carly township days They have been engulfed by
all the latecomers who were running away from
Detroit

Strangely cnough. though. it is the latecomers
who how! the loudest when they think a tree is
going to be cut down or a road pav

It's the latecomers who must face the fact that
they are cause of the needed' paving

The Detroit metropolitan is still ¢ In
another five or 10 years, Farmington Huls s
going to be just another medium-sized metropol-
ftan area city

tt’s a harsh reality. bt residents should think
wisely and be prepared (or the nevitable

Unpaved roads are bad news

As onc fella said “Who can enjoy the alleged
country atmdsphere when the road dust is so
thick .you can’l sec your neighbor's house’”

me arcas of town. it's so bad a pervon

could get lost in a dust storm and never be heard

from again The flooding is so bad in some areas
of “rural Springbrook™ that a guy s hable to
drown in his autormobile.

THE SAD NOTE in this entire issue 13 the foks
around town who would give an arm and a leg to
get their streets paved but ¢ant afford it.

For some reason. #t seeme to line up along eco-
nomic hnes Many foks m the north end of the
oty (it is a city—remember”) think that by keep-
ing roads unpaved. they are maintaning a coun-
try atmosphere

On the other hand. persons in the south end look
at their dirt roads and cringe. Unfortunately
many south enders just can swing a grand or 0
in assessments to pave their streets.

Neither can they afford the numerous car re.
pairs that come a with unpaved roads.

1 recall covering a story i the south end a few
years back The roads were 3o bad | had to park
on the mamn street and wade through the sub-
division

That's damned silly

!
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editorial opinion

‘Nenghborhood watch’ cuts thefts 5

We are all concerned about the socalled crime
explosion. In fact, it is not an explosion bt a
steady annual increase that affects more and
more of our lives and businesses

With all the financial problems govrntnal
has, it is unrealistic to think that huge amounts
money can be spent on more law enforcement

If you look at the suburbs. the types of crimes .
that are increasing are not the types that a
couple more policemen on the force can eradi-
cate

In the suburbs. only occasionally are there
rapes and murders The day4o-day increases

* come from breakings and enterings in homes and |

shoplifting in stores. neither of which can be ess-
ily observed by additiona! police cars patrolling
the streets. ~

THE ONLY REAL answer is to get the citizens
themselves fvolved Yet we seem to be going
through an &ra of non-involvement Citizens ob-
serve crimes turn their backs for fear that
they might have to take time to testify or that the
criminal mught seek revenge against them or
their families

As Ben Franklin said. *“To do nothing is to give
way to evil ”
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Apathy on the part of the citizens seems to be
our grestest block to solving the problem

Some communities in the United States are
really doing something about crime prevention
One of the most effective programs is calied a
neighborhood watch Under this program. every-
body in a community is asked to obmerve every-
one eise, particularly his neighbors’ homes when

The purpose is not to snitch on one’s neighbors
tat to protect oneself

in Seattle. ‘burglaries increased 24 per cert last
year in areas where there'was no neighborhood
watch, only eight per cent in neighborhood watch
areas. The statistics are the same in Los Angeles

Philadelphia and Chicago. where the Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Admirustration 18 in the process
of developing a national neighborhood watch pro-
gram There are more than 50,000 citizens in-
volved In the Los Angeles program

LOCALLY, the Birmuingham Exchange Club s
institting the program for s commuruty The
wdea is quite simple I everyone watches his
neighborhood. strangers can easily be spotted and
watched so that f anything suspicious happens.
the crimunals can be apprehended eamly

1t takes a commutment on the part of citizens
because it means they have to become involved
On the other hand. they will certainly benefit
from the commutment of others in case they are
vicums of a cnime

Cot. George Halverson. the dm-dor of the Mich-
igan State Police. n kckung off the program in
Burminghm. said. 'Refuctance to be involved 1s to
put the citizen on the side of the cmminal’

Because the neighborhood watch program has
been so successful in other parts of the country.
other commuruties and othet service clubs should
seriously consider implementation of such a ﬁm
gram throughowt the suburban Detrot area

The missing beer billboard and other secrets

On Kalamazoo's Stadium Boulevard. there used
to stand a Drewry's beer billboard. When.it dis-
appeared. | didnt think much about it—until one
day when [ accidentally discovered the reason

lyhad;ane lohd{mdwmwdd\e
Western Mchm University board of Lrustees to
pore through the previous year's official minutes
when | discovered something the secretary hadn't
intended to give me—the. minutes of the unofficial

meetings.

In one of these secret sessions, trustee Dorothy
U Dalton remarked that it was an unhealthy
uence to have a beer sign at the entrance to
the WMU campus, and could the president do
something to get it' removed”
Well, in Kalamazmo, when you have an Upjohn
| on your board. you do something. all right That
was the end of the Drewry's sign
But It’s not the end of the story. The board also
used a secret meeting to debate and decide on the
closing of University High School

LIKE OTHER college boards, school boards,

city s and _township boards throughout
Michigan, the WMU bo-rd had a lofty written
rule al meetings and the kinds of things
that could discussed at closed meetings.

A”z 1o
stop it from discussing forbidden sub)eds

point of fact, boards commonly do discuss a wide
variety of things in sceret

That's one reason why it's so im;
a strong open meetings law in
thing in the nature of the Florida sunshine law._
and nat one full of exceptions. loopholes and gim-
mickry.

The favorite loopholes are labor negotiation
strategy, personnel evaluation, real estate transac-
tions and student discipline cases

YQU CAN SEE the psychology at work m- m
Lansing where the Michigan Senate is
butchering a so-called open meqtings bill usdm»
until it isnl worthy of the name

State Sen Charles Zollar (R-Bentan Harbor)
Rt 267 lppmvll of his vicious amendment to in-
sert the word "“formally ™ into the bill He was sup-

, ported by three local senators—an Cooper (I-
Oak Park). Bil Hulfman (D-Madison Heights)
and Carl Pursell (R-Plymouth). Good ol' Bul
Faust (D-Westland) was against it. and Don M&h.
op (R-Rochester) was mussing that day *

Cooper had a baddie of his own—an amendment
defining meeting to cxclude an “‘informational”

The Poles of civilization

ybe we need a US. Supreme Court order
nt Polish jokes, the same way we an
954 against segregated schools for

reasoning in "54 was that se ated school
made blacks feel inferior. Today t ‘s evidence
that Polish-Americans are %o accustomed to the
ype of hlvg dumb (actory workers that
they & Iodng self-respect
" That finding comes from Dr. Paul Wrobel of the
Merﬂl.l-Pllm Institute in Detroit. An anthropo-
‘Wrobel interviewed several hundred Pol-
Americans in the Detroit metropolitan area be-
fore revealing his findings to the American Associ-

ation for, Advancemnent Science.
It's an‘ncredible (ate for a race W
Copernicus, the astronomer who fij out the

carth revolves lmund the sun; Marie Skhdrnﬂa

Curie. discoverer of radium and

eric Chopin, (Janis compaser and inventor of the
lonaise ; ryk W-mhw*l violinist and as
ne a melodist as Chopin; Ignace Jan Pade-

mn;nlu pianist and composer and all the

Maybe the fault is with history texts, which
treal Poland as a backwater in a stream that
{110;‘ westward from Egypt to Britain and the

Or maybe the problem is that Potand had no in-
dependent political existence from 1798 to Worid
w-rnmmm-nwonmrwmm
were doing
an\ilpiehn on the Poles. The Poles pay a lot
of beer tazes, and as Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmeski said. With taxes we buy civilization ™
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session. That was supported by Bishop. Huffman
and Pursell with Faust absent

You make one exception. ahd then everyone
wants ex&m
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mungham with both barrels last week for its se-

cret meetings
\\eremlnm&mncnmumm

i - nﬂymﬂWedm\ ilflhe
Farmington Hills council. the Clarenceville school

board. the Garden Qty’ council. the Schoolcraft
College board. the Western Michigan Unuversity
board and all the rest are doing nasty stuff

Baya Harmnson. the former deputy attorney gen
eral from Florida, was i tawn last week and re-
marked that three county commuissioners from hus
neck of the-woods were recently indicted for their
messy property transactions alleged wrong-
doing was discovered because Flonda has a tough
open meetings law. he saxd

It’s important that those informational meetings
be open It's important that those informal meet-
ings be open [t's important that thase discussion
meetings be open and that we always know with
whom our govermng boards pre discussing some-
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Protection institute defended

Lem Mesee 1 a rare ndvidaal n e
category of utdoors wrter I'm relerring
16 the column of Feb 1 which he ponts
g the leptimacy of e Anamal Pro
techion Instiute and K3 ant tragping ol
We ve reveved much evidence that ot

writers are only %o eager 10 take
Natwonal Faqurer sory ae fact.

Here o M]3 responee conderend: 10
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st attormey genersl's ofice says we col
lected nearty §1 mullion 1 contrixtions n

formation umpn.n

the antitrap bl recently wert
0 hesrings i the 'S House of Represen
Wtrves 1t alo now has 18 cospormons
What could you call
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of humane groups eusung onh W help
doge and cats v far cudated
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FDITOR'S NOTE  Lem Mesre & &
fom e plume that alows mam Adlerent
Rall writers to contribute an thew sprcal
Les Lem has had 12 dfferert ghwt
wrter Ml of them female

The Whctugan attorney groeral s offce
Nt mstructed APL hot 0ty adverine
ments 10 thas state untd € obtar & b
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Mchigan atiormey geneeal v office by tele:
phone that < apphicatan would be forth,
corung Repoets of 3~ mvetgain and
poruble st are euaggrrated There
=il be 2 st on) i AP wolicts Rurther

Sfady i Michgan withag 3 oenme

APLy Lterature describes ® 21 3 non..
profit chartable (nnt whvwe gal B 1
#munate or allevate fear pan and suffer
m¢ for 3l aumas be they domestic ve
Wk ety native of evatx widife The
mutitute 1 mrthod of actorvng the goal s
~ucatimg the pubbc through publsce
and rembershud partc ipation The in
titute 13 charterrd by the Sate of Cakfor
%3 and Tisted with the U'S Ltema! Reve
e Sence.
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Lefrers must be orgral co; ,
a~d corlan the sqrature arc
cress c!ire serder
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