No charges in
yYouth’s death

By RON GARENSKI

Criminal charges wonl be presséd
against the Farmington School District or
s employees for the Jan 9 electrocution
death of Robert Kourtjian. an eghthgrade

“the toughest
deciglon™ he has ever faced. decided not 1o
fie charges

Criminal charges of tmokmtany man
tlaughter were considered durmng the pros-
fculor's ethauslive twomonth exam
nation of the electtocation evidence

Patlerson ddnY rule on civil charges of
neglect because such charges only can be
filed by the youth's parents

1t 13 the posttson of the Omkland County
prosecutor’s office that there was no crmi
nal riusconduct upon which lo predicate &

hon.* Patterion saxd

“For criminal prosecution to be nKuted
under the present state of the law. it would
be necessary for Lhis office to find that the
death of Robert Kourtjuan was as a resuk
of wanton or willful misconduct of & reck-
lexs disregard for (he safety of the de
ceased in order to supply the requaite
erumunal intent”” the prosecutor continued

“The evidence in this case does nat show
such conduct .

Robert the 13.yearold son of Mr and
Mrs Wallsce Kourtjian of 3008 Fiddiers
Green rmington  was electrocuted
when he atlempted o unplug an ung
rounded metal buffer n an East shop
claty

Accotding (0 & Michigan Department of
labor report. a short circug developed
when the youth tried to pull the ung-
rounded machine's plug from an exienson

An siste inspector examinng the me-
chune said that the youh compieted an
elecincal circut when he put one hand on
the extension cord's metal box and hu
other on the faully machane

youth wa cperating had a problem sever
8l dayy before the electrocution There
was an attempt to dugnose the prodlem.
bt the probiem was moread. a board
trusiee said after the briefing

Investigations by the Farmngton Hills
o

many violations in the state's Qrcupational
Safety and Health Act. nct only st Fast
Junior but throughout the Farmingon
School District

“Moreover | have been mformed that
simular unsafe conditions eust n achool
dstncts throughout the date * Patterson
wid

“IL 1 evident 1hat prewnt laws both
crminal and civil ate totaly nadequate
to deal with this kind of stuation The
Michigan Occupationsl Safety and Mear)
Act under which the schol board was
fined 1n civi) penalties was enacted to o
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Consequences devastating

By RON GARRINSKI

The Farmington Schol Drtnet wauld
kne 819 millbon f arra seten fal o
renes (mer mills of oprrating revenue m
the April 6 spreial millage electon schaol
admindrators <ay

Faced with this kmy the ditnct would
br foreed 10 cut programs and tay off hn
dreds of school empimes th make mds

mevt

This would b 11 additen o s already
rude after the goveror sianhed wate
whot 21d 1o the dintnct eanier thy vear

For the 1973 76 whand vear the ditrict s
exprnses fotaled S23 1782 Fue next
vear the dntnet etmate it expend
e wilieach 25 11 %4

TRGE\ $1 960 517 mure fur aeat vear than

ire chief gets tapped,
olko remains cop boss

fy STEVE BARNABY
Farmingten editor

The Farmungton Hills volunteer fire de
partment has x nes fulltime bow

John Van e Voort, 57 formerhy of the
Detrod Fire Department. was hured by
city council to oversee the B-man squad
Qfy Manager George Majoros expressed
confidence in the new sdmnmtrator

1 teel confident that he will provide the
1vpe of leadership thal the department de
wrves  and Majeras

“The guy 13 technicalls competent He
was the most capable person we've gotten
to apply fnf the job With hs personalty
he will be abie (o work well with the volun-
teers* said Majoros,

Van De Voort will report directly to Ma-
yoton Before Van De Voort's employment
the volunteet's were under the junsdiction
of Public Safety Mrrector Ronald Holo

HOLKO will remain as director of the po
lce depariment

Van De Voort's appomtment comes on
the heels of & squabbip between the volun-
trer department and Holko Some of the
volunteers expressed a lack of confidence
n Holko'v leadership wayng that he
showed little interest in the fire depart
ment

‘
JOHN VaaDe VOORT

The uneasy relationship reached a head
recently when Holko called some members
of the volunteet lorce mercenanes

We've appownted & lop professiona:
Now I've got 4 guy who will «pend & bit of
tme with the firemen  sad Maproy

charter calls for a department of

public safety Positions such as public
safety director and fire cheef can be e
ated and abolithed &3 the councy sees fit

“BEFORE HIRING the fire ctuel we
had ane guy wearing three hats * xad Ma
joros Holko oversaw the poixce fire and
human rescue senices

“As [ see 1t now we have 2 director of
police and 8 fire chief Nether one has av
thonty over the other he sad

I have thought from the very bepnning
that the fire department was a gnod grop
which deserved full ime

Van De Voort has been imolved i fire
fghting for 41 vears becarmang a volurteer
when he was 16 1rars oid He was with the
Detroit Fire Departmert for 3 vears be
fore retiring He was exvecutive secretan
of the Mich:gan Furelighters Tranng Coun
al for one vear

Unng hie tenure as executive secre
tary Be st up & number of coliege curhicy
haras for full time and part tume fire per
wonel 1aid Majoras

While in Detrot he was choef of traming
toe eight years

Steeling Hheights hired Van e \oort as a
consultant o the fire depantment He fin
ahed that 1ob 1n Januan of this vear
after which ime Mararos approached km
the 1nb in Farmungton Hila

New projects aid police

Farmington Mhtls Piblic Safets Drpart
ment accomplished several majpe propects
dunng 1975 that make the police unit bet
ter able t tupe with threats of increasing
came  department ofhiaals sad

One of these projects was the completion
of the digtal fadio mamemuncaton sytem
MODAT

This sastem 14 8 basic digatal transmis
qon system (hat reduces smiee trammis
won and provides mome air time for other
emergency relayy

Since thee police departmenty share the
ame radio frequency with the Jlls it 1«
hecrasany to utilize all methods (0 reduce
frequency overfoads Public Safety Drrec
1or Ronald Holka explaned i hux depant
ment s annual Fepont,

The MODAT alws provides sehicle idents
fication fue every poilce radio bmadeast
while at the same time recording the ve
tucle's datus date and number

Becauw therr arent “rnough patrot
wnits avallabie for the aflernoon and mid
mught shifts the department started a com
munity senace officer program (M) 1o
help asust citizene and take minor crime
reports Holka <aid it the I35 crime re
port

THE (SO's job frees regular duty ol
v for mate patrol activity and to handle
the mate senou criney

The (' are i anform and dnse
marked vehicles around the feudential
arcas acting ay & enme drterrent

The program 18 simular b the depart
ment's phased out cadet program and 1t
funded under Federal (FTA funds
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Anothre majr projet that tuok 1o the
Qreets 1t vear was the Sprewl Patrol Op
erations Tram  Their functan 1 to patre
the high enme areas to help reduce bur
ghanes and ther onmes

Aconrdng to llolko the resalts of th
fout man team are excrpteonal and has be
come a regular operatenal aut of the fn
lice department

The Tital Area Coveragh ssstem - TAC
for pubic safely radm communications
wm will be indalled m the departments
remodeled offices and made operational
Al 19

The syatem comusts of atellite mrecivers
cated throughout the oty providing total
trception for all poher radion snctoding:
the hand heid modeb

Anathes mapn project that has brees o
dertaken the year 18 the hirt e rema
eling of the police bulding

This remodeling “will provide brtter uti
hzation of exrsting space. and present a
more profesmonal image to citirny while
helpng to improve golce morale  Patko
explained

IN ADIFTION to the mape projects. the
department’s prrwnnel alw rreived more
than 1 74 hours of formal mlice traming
I supervision  invedigation and endoree

ment.

Police officers rreeied 10300 hours of
nservioe traming dunng 1975 m all ac
pecis of law enforcement As pant «f the
in service program  four hevtenants threr
wrgeants and six patralmen were certifed
by the sate & breathalyar operators
Holko alwo presented ux putiee afferr

wIh atatues of \arang degree Lo everl
It woek performance dunng 197

Capt Huwell Conmay St Ermest Miller
and (fheer Linda Harns recessed mee
fations foe theit inpedigatine pie 1= an
viting the murderet of tws 3 gt
last year

Mficere Albert Hasmer Gerald 1anch
and Danid Lae recened ontatins for o
qanding police preformance Capt Can
way atw reeened 2 ctation duning the
st vear

the dntna will sprad for the prewr
wchon! year
While the dintct amats e mellage riec
b fradts 1 ale MM ceeree Pt
with the new Single Businews Tax which re
Gures hnding for <ate « hrds
At 3 result of ths nes bw prouma
bunness inventaries Nave bren rervned
from 1av roles for 1906
Under the law the dernt s * €al state
equalimd saluaton  SEV wan reduoet
#6313 140 for the 197677 academic sear
Ancther factor that hav 3 dube

whamm effect on the dienc 1s Secen
1o the Rate A A Dk Wa
Iace 3 cricerned resdert and menber 1
Yoo Kih Count o Farmungts a2 oo
muttee That 15 serhing pasgy of P Ape
€ millage reoewal

“THIS SECTION 10 alkms ot revmn
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ungle buniness tav Bu ot abo s severa
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Section 143 wave that 10 rereae amy
fonds thrimgh the bl the Parming »
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PEAK OUT

Here's your chance to tell us what you thnk
In order to provide the best possible

newspaper for the

Here’s your chance to tell it like it is

lines
tnaities

Around the Edges

Observation Point ~ Flocen-

readers of Farmington and Farmington Hills. we need
your help This survey 1s your opportuntty (o help us de-
sign & ncwspaper that meets the need of you. our reader

Mail your q ¢ and ¢ to the
Fatmington Observer & Eccentric. Box 8. Southfield.
48075

Results will be printed ;1 an upcoming edgtion 30 you
can compare \ oprions with those of your neighbor

YOUR READING HABITS

How often do you read the Farmington Observer & Ec-
centnie”

*Each issue *Monday 0O Thursday

How do you get the paper®

[ 'Subscribe :Newsstand (>Borrow it
Which sections of the paper do you read”
ANl ['News stories > Human interest O
*Suburban life OEditorial page
*Other: (please name)

Which columns do you read”

2One by One T Crackerbarrel Debate “:Between the

Sports

“1Business

What changes would you like to see?

“More news " More analysis of local current events

More family-ofiented stones ~“More how-to articles

More <ories abot Jocal persons “ More stores on
local business  More sports

What do you think about the balance between pictures
and reading -matenal”®

Just fine “Needs more pictures “iLess pictures

What do you think about the balance of stores between
the City of Farmington and Farmungton Hdls®

Fine  Need more Farmungton news “Need more
Hills news
YOUR VITAL STATISTICS
N
Sex  "Male - Female
Age”
In which quadrant of the area do you live®
Northwest = Northeast ~Central ~Southwest
*Southeast

Please feel free to attach a note to your survey expand-
ing on your feelings about the newspaper. All names will
be kept confidential




