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iIelping hands

Community owes thanks teo disaster workers

Actions by qur local public safety departments,
rescue :nd“sgmr crews during West Bloomficld's
tornado disaster merit recognition

When tragedy strikes, the same brave men who
responded to (ast weekend's catastrophe always
can be counted on to assist in every way they
can

The City of Farmington and Farmington Hills
public safety departments immediatety
to West Blntnnhelds call lor help

ALL AVAILABLE officers. volunteers and re-
serves from hoth departments jotned forces with
state troopers. county sheriffs and officers from

This storm victim takes out a mament to give
thanks as she stands among the rubble of las!
week s tornado (Photo by Craig Newmani

other surrounding communities to stand watch ali
weekend in the tormado zone

Farmington's Public Safety Director Daniel
Byrnes and Capt Russell Conway of the Hills de-
partment maintained their professional manner
Sunday even after staying awake ail night. coordi-
nating rescue efforts in the debris-schattered sub-
division

More than 180 men from both departments were
there when duty called

March was a disastrous month for Oakland *

County and utilty companies
After working overtime for more than two
weeks repairing damage caused by the recent ice

Detroit’s Mayor Colenan Young spoke last Sun-
day to all the suburbs Although his speech was
delivered only to some 200 parishioners of Bi
mingham Unitarian Church. hus words and the at-
titude behind them should be read and pondered
by every thinking suburbanite

His plea was for understanding. conciliation. co-
aperation His method was to examine the model
by which relations between the core city and the
suburbs 1< usually descnbed. as a doughnut in
which a nng of mostly white and nch suburbs sur-
round the squalor of a mostly black and poor De-
troit

Young's words rejected this notion in soaring
language “There 15 no way in hell or in heaven
that the outer nm of suburbs can survive with
any viability or health while a vacuum exists at
thegrore If the heart stops. the body dies 1f the

s wither the tree will fall

“I'm speaking to vou today from the roots My
future 15 your future. and yours is mine The
more we recognize that. the better we'll move for-
ward together

\lMOR YOUNG has not always taken this pasi-

AImm! a vear ago he attacked the suburbs bit-
terly 1n a speech to the Detroit Central Business
Misthict Association. demanding that the suburbs
“'get the hell out of the way ™ and Jet Detroit start
a "Yld transit system. and he roasted suburban
developers for leading “raiding parties” to snatch
tenants from downtown office buildings

But last Sunday Young was prepared to admit
that he himsel! has in the past been a source of
conflict between the suburbs and the city

“'A sort of parent<child, love-hate element 1llus-
trates the relationship between the city and sub
urbs.” Young said. comparing the relationship be-
tween the suburbs and Detroit to that between the
13 original colonies. Joosely linked by the Articles
of Confederation which reflected “the 1ealousy

If you seek clean industry,

help promote state tourism

In the state of Michigan. the automotive in-
dustry is the No 1 job and revenue producer
Travel and lourism is No. 2

The gross annual value -of conferences. travel
and touristh in Michigan 1s $23 billion

Approximately 400000 jobs are directly related
to travel and tourism. with additional jobs in al-
lied categories

TOUR!ISTE-ravelers. visitors. conference dele
gates—iake no moncy out of the county. city.
township ot village They bring it in, and for
every $12.000 they bring in. one new Job 1s created
in our state,

Tourism is a “clean” industry—no smoke

ncks—rcqunrtnx no social or wellare aid of any
kind Dollats brought into an economy by these
\isitors turn over approximately seven times

When 8 conference is held. each delegate

nds approximately $137 in the area. in addition
to confererce dues and fees

According to the National Delegate Expenditure
Survey ucted by the International Association
of Conventidn Bureaus. here's how an average vis-
\Wor spends his or her money

eHotels, rooms and lnﬂdcnuls £33 50

eFood in hotel restaurants. $1290

ekpod in other restaurants. $1260

coentricities

By HENRY MOHOGC AN IR

The wisitors pay state sales taxes on these

tems but send no children to our

THERE ARE ABOUT 5.000 national and region-
al conferences scheduled each year, but the deci-
sions on where to go are made two. three or even
five vears ahead

Michigan's economy is based
cycheal industry
has 1ts good years and its bad years

fveryone concerned with the mnmy of lhe
state has been trying to attract mo
dustries. yet we have one right a

that brings 1n revenue without the m«! cxpnd

police protection. schools, sewer and wal
tems. and so forth

eRetail purchases, $1190

e Beverages.

$5.59

oTheaters, $103
sLocal transportation. $409

*Sigh

tseeing. $1.50

oNightclubbing and sports activities. $498
-Au%o sefvice, gasoline and oil. $6
oMiscellaneous, $59%

that could be brought into the area We have con-
:'nnm! bureaus which can n’s:m in the
conferences. in Detroit for the metropolitan
arca and in Pontiac for Oakland County
If we were 1o become tourist ambassadors. we
could help relieve the pressures on the need lor
increased taxes in the state
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storm. repair crews were called back

This time they worked overtime again. replac-
ing downed wires and utility poles that httered
the West Bloomfield community after the dead!y
tormnado rampaged through nearty 100 buildings

Who thanks these men. who worked through the
nFﬂ after Saturday’s tomado. assisting in rescue
efforts to help people they will never know*

WHO RECOGNIZES the hundreds of rescue
workers who res in force 10 the early eve. /
ning disaster call last weekend to begin the clean
up that may take months to accomplish®

What words of gratitude do Red Cross workers

Qbservation
Foint
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and suspicion that has charactenzed some city-
suburban relationships 200 vears later =

In short. Mayor Young was making the old
American argument that if we don hang togeth-
er. we'll surely all hang separately

WHAT 1S SIGNIFICANT about Young's speech
is that 1t sets forth a new and constructive att-
tude on the part of Detront

What 1s nOW 13 some reciprocation from
the suburbs A number of possible areas exist

First. suburban leaders and politicians can
start saying openly what most of them really be-
lieve—that continued conflict between the suburbs
and Detroit ts in nobody's imerest

Birmingham's Mayor David Breck made a good
start in introducing Young 1 have enough expe
nence to know how effective government 1s when
close to the people Yet there s need for regional
cooperation in water. air pollution. t; rtation
and similar services We must have a change of
attifude We must share We must care

This will not be easy There are many witally
important 1ssues on which the mterests of Detrot
and the suburbs are deeply at odds The non-resi-
dent income tax on suburbanites working in De-
troit is ane. the rates. procedures and attitudes m
the Detroit Water Board have become another

But many suburban politicians have found n
the past that a good way to get a good press in
suburban newspapers is to blast Detrort at any op-

receive for the many hours they spent on the tor-
mado-torn scene  helpung hmlhes pick up the
peces and <tart all over agam’

And what about the Salvation Army” They were
in the area within hours. pouring hot coffee and
providing food for rescue teams

For some home owners in-the tornadn nddied
area 1t means starung all over again For many
athers the road to recovery wilt be a long one

But for the hundreds of policenen firamen. vol
unteers. reserves repair crews and rescue work
ers. the Farmington (brerver & Eccentnc and
the community thank ynu for a job well done

RON GARBINSKI

City, suburbs: chances to cooperate

portunity (heap <hots howerver are no subshitute
for reasoned leadershp

SECOND there nreds to be a deeper and wider
recognition in both the suburbs and in the core
oty that there are important arcas uwhere their
separate imerests concide Nobndy for example
wants full-blown regional government and every-
body realizes that the entire metrupalitan area
needs 31 rapid transit system desperately

rd 'both sides must realize that although des
velopment of a spirit of conperation 1s 1mportant,
it will be nothing more than a vacuous plat:tude
unless followed up with concrete resylts

Given that a climate of suspicion does exist and
that the realities of the 1ssues separating the sub
urbs from the city are hard concrete resuits wifl
be difficult to obtan

But a start can be made on «ome ponts where
agreement <hould be within reach such as< subur
ban support for the Detroit Institute of Arts and
the Detroit Zon which are heavils used by subur-
banites but get thetr tax support from the Citv of
Detroit

Who knows® With a little courage and a lot of
hard work. the <uburbs and the city ust might
start to work together which certainhy would be a
change for the better

It’s all public

“Each house of the legsiature may es<tabiich
the commuittees necessany for the efficrent con
duct of its business and the legislature mav cre-
ate joint committees On all actions on bills and
resolutions in each commuttee names and \otes
of members <hall be recorded Such vote <hall be
available for public inspection Notice of all com-
muttee hearings and a clear <tatement of ail b
Jects to be considered at each heanng shall be
publicshed in the jourmal in advance of the hear.

e —Michigan Coastitution

The politics of transit:

suburbs face

They're at 1t agan i Lansing. playing games
with the board apportionment of the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authorty

Even though the new substitute tall by Sen
David Plawecki ( D-Dearborn Hewghts 1 to *“restruc-
tyze”” the SEMTA board repairs some, of the dam-
age Oakland County leaders had squawked about
the new version ts sull bad

The 1ssue 18 important to Oakland County

The SEMTA board ts going to decide whether a
rapid transit system will go from downtown De-
troit to some spot in the suburbs—such as Mount
Qemens or Pontiac—or whether there will be
three legs. all in downtown Detrot and stretching
littie further than Grand Boulevard

PLAWECKI'S NEWEST gem would expand the
SEMTA board from the present nune members to
15. and on a “one person. one vote  basis

The way his formula works. Detrost would get
five mem{rrs. suburban Wayne County four. Oak-
land three, Macomb two and the smalier counties
ane But the catch is n how the board members
would be appointed

Delrous five members would be selected this

y Detreit.
Oakiand County's four members would be se-
lected by this formia
;) :yy the eu-(y beard of commissiesers.
)
l»mumwmdm

ln other words, the mayor of Detrot would
have direct. 100 per cert comtrol of Detrokt's
SEMTA board sests. bt Owkland County would
Mmrml.wrmm:dmmtymd
s seats

There's yet another flaw. While Detroit's chiel

1f Oskland County gets bad trestmert. submur-

a monolith

(\7—,' 1'im
Richard
AN N

ban Wayne County gets worse [ts first <eat wnuld
be filled by the Wavne County Board of Commus.
soners  which has a majonty of Detroit mem-
bers. the second and fourth <eats by SEMCOG
the third by the governor

THE EFFECT of Plawecki’s bill 15 to allow De-
troit to present a <olud. if not monolithic politrcal
front. suburban strength would be diffused

Moreover. Detroit wauld have the capability of
filing vacancies much faster than the suburbe
would

The present formula for SEMTA representation
1s that six seats are filled by SEMCOG. a regional
planning agency whose voting members are local
dected officials, and three by the governor
There's really nothing wrong with that svstem

In fact. it’s an excellent system because it as-
sures that SEMCOG—the agency charged by law
with regional planmung—has the clout to pick
people who will implement its plans

If SEMCOG 13 stripped of its power to pick
SEMTA board members. SEMCOG could draflt a
regional plan that is fair to everyone. but a
SEMTA board dominsted by one city could loss
the plan out the 18h floor window of its downtown
office butiding and buid an expensive subway
that serves only Detrod. but which all of us wiil
have the pleasure of paying for

Oakland County's state senators and representa-

tves had better be an the lookout for the new Pla-
Mlhllmmum;;nlmwm
1t by sneaking it through a tame committee
There's an awful ot at stake.



