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By TIM RICHARD

Instead of “assaulting” Detrok by trying
o take over control of e water depan.
ment. suburbanites should appreciate the
~generosity and good will” of the city for
welling pure. clean water at low ratrs

That was the message of Charles Scales
Jdr.. director of Detrolt’s water and sewer

ttment. a3 he testified aganst three
bills by State Rep John Bennett (D Red-
ford) to curb Detroil's power over the
water i tells 1o 95 ayburban communities
hearing was conducted Monday by
the howse city government committee.
Only Scales and two suburban mayors tev.
tfied during the twohow hearing

“NO OWNER would willng cantract
away his owner<hip,” aid Scales. oppos-
ing Bennett's House Bill 5463. aimed nt cut
ting Mayor Coleman Young's total power
aver the water board.

“The City of Delroit owns ths mwm
«ystem and alone 18 re for

debt.! Scales wnd. adding that Dﬂmm
“would have thoughl twice before selling
water 1o the suburbs ™ f they had had any
idea there would be a suburban attempt to
take control

Al present. the water board conusts of
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seven appointees of the mayor, three are
suburbanites Bennett's bill would continue
to let Young appoint four Detrodt members
but would provide for four suburban mem-
bers appointed by suburban officials and 3
runth member picked by the other eight.

(LAWSON MAYOR Charles E Palmer
<aid the present tystem alows suburban
members to be removed “at the whim of
one indivadual” a reference to Young's
1973 removal of Livonia Mayor Edward
McNamara from the water board.

Palmer said suburbanites stould be al
Towed to pick their water members
through the Sautheast Mi
Governments

Allen Park Mayor Frank J Lada
charged Detrot had shown a lack of good
faith tn ity dealings and supported the pro-
pried weakening of Yourg's grip on the
water boa

But Rep Dennis Hertel (D Detros, the
lone Detrolter on the house
committee. hammered away at Scales”
theme that Detroit alone pledged iy full

an Councl of

fasth and credit behind water department *
bonds K . K

,
WOULD THE SUBLRRS want to lake
over upderwnuing water department
bonds* Tlertel asked Lada
“1'd be a fool of 1 said yew” replied the
Allen Park mayor. one of the keading crit-
s of water depariment operations

Scales. supported by Hertel sad that’

white suburbanites had constantly de
manded audit and other information about
how Detroit set its water rates. the sub
urts had faied to provide Detrodt tnforma-
tion about P retail prices they charged
their own residents.

In reply. Lada said ~Td welcome™ let-
ting the praposed new nine-member water
board set rates that suburban cities and
townships could charge therr customers.

SCALES HAD theee rephies to Bennett's
other B aflecting the water department
*HD 3465 requirment of an independ-

Suburban water
hearings set

The city Roiernment commuttee of the
state house of representatves wili hoid
two suburban’ hearings on bils of Rep
John Rennett 10 curb the powers of the De-
trest water and sewer depariment

Manday. Apeil $. 8t 10 am i the senor
ctizens bulding. Farmngton Raad at
Five Mile. Lovoma

Monday. Apeih 120t 10am . the Oak-
land County erd of Comprussioners auds
torm. 1300 N. Telegraph Portac 1No
bearing will bt held fn Tros. as annoanced
eatlier »
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PPerans wishing ta te<ty should fill out
a card availnble fram a commatew clerk
e moming uf the bearmg Legslaive
committees conducting public  beal
rormmoniy e pbiic lfeals fst oo
partunity to speak but otherwse follow a

firet come. hrst heard™ policy

Charles Seales Jr.. dlrmav of the Dy

troit department. testilied at the March 29

hearing and told the Qbserver & Feoentric
he would not attend the suburban hear-
ngs even to rebul oppmng powts of
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Suburbs should be thankful,

Detroit water director claims

et audit: Detroit by charter has an auds
tor. it uses state accrpted accountng pro-
cedurcs. the stale audror gencral (sho
would appomt the external auditor under
Bennett's bill has power over state
agencies only, and the oty undergoes an
externat audit every f.ve years av gt v,

oHB $463's requirement of public hear.
ngs’ The water toard recently nstituted
the practice of bolding a public hearing
over propased raie ncreaes. and the bLI
1s unnecessary The Lime
posed in the Bill are so m':x that m
waler board would be robbed of feubility
11 adjpsting to cRanging econommic conds
tions. such av rming fudl pnes

oHB 5464’ tequirement thal water be
<ol al cout Detroit gets an eght per cent

return on investment™ that v plowed
B3ck into capital improvements and subur.
ban customers are. in effect. already get-
thg water at cast

On one point. $cales got an argument
from a commutter member. Rep Jellrey
Padden (D-Wyandotte? <aid the con-
stilation and laws grve the state audgor
general authority ta conduct or order an
audit of any subdivision of the state—a def-
wmition that traditionally
cities

THE HEARING was attended by (har-
man Michael Griffin 'D-Jackwn:. Repr
Hertel. Padden. Ruth McNamee (RBrr-
mangham). Thomas Holcord D Lanvng:
and DeForrest Sirang RSturgss:

Missing were Reps. John Markes ‘DLi
vorua), WV Brotherton (R-Farmungion:
and Roy Smuth /R-Ypsilartii as wel.av
Rep Bennett, who 13 not a member of the
commuttee Bennétt said he would attend
the Apnil § Livoena heanng

. you'll see
us in a
better light.
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