Election workers pondered the shuation early on Thursday
morning as they waited for voters to arrive at the poils. More than
5,000 of tho voters who did turn out voted to approve the four-
mill ronewal. {Stalf photo by Harry Mauthe)

Dedicated worker
aid in election

April 6 was n long g day for at
least 31 Farmington area resident

Far most. their day began about 58 m

From then an. they started to record the
cvents that made Tues day sgndficant for
the Farmingtan School District

These 34 residents were precict work
ers i Tuesday's special multage election

These workers really know how to
handle elections. They are a great group
of people and some of them have more
than 20 years of experience and cxpertise
1 schoal elections.” smd Mchael Flana

fan. the district’'s manager of adrmunis.
traive and siudent services,

“Thete ts a broad crosy section of work-
ers and they can handle any problem that
arises. All we (the administrations do 1y
take care of the mechaical problems that
might pecur with the soting machines,
sad Flanagan who directs the district's
work force.

FOR A precinct worker. clechion day is
wually 15 to 16 hours long
. The workers man the polls by 6 am If
cverything goes smoothly. the election. at
Tenst for the workers. normally ts over by
0 pm
, Theit day cnds when all voung supplics
are returned to central offices.

The polls may open at 7am. and close
a8 pm . but for the workers there is & lot
more mnvolved than just being at the pre-
cincts when they open.” Flanagan contin
ves

The Farmungton School District mans
four precincts, Eagle Elementary School

Incated 1n the northeast section of the dv
trict. I8 the smallest precinct Thiv year
there were only six 'nrlrr! directing the
polling at this precinet

But ot Dunckel Junmr lligh. the biggeut

peecinet in the district. there were 10 elec
tion volunteers

Al Middiebelt Elementary and Farm-
tngfton Junior High. there wrre nine work.
ers_cach

‘The number of clectin workers 13
always subjeet to cnticnm. Last April
when we had one of our grealest voter
turnouts ever. the lines went slow because
we didn't have enough eloction workers.
Flanagan explained,

“Other tumey. residents feel we have had
too many workery What we have to re
member s that we need just enough work
ers to handle the voter laads durmng the
peak periods early in the mormmg and
later 1 the alternoon.” he coftinued

“THIS YEAR, we fecl we had the nght
number of workers to man the precncty
Everything was working smoothly and the
workers were handling the voters in strdc
without any difficulty

Al the polls. election workers are respon
sble for‘several mportant record keeprs
duties

Applications to vole must be sdnﬁ! and
checked against voter regustration booky
Fach of these steps must be handled by a
certified clection worker.

The next step s to make certain there i
a smooth flow of voters using the ma
chines. %o another worker 18 stationed near
the machines Lo keep lines moving

Fach precinct is supervised by an elec
tion chairperson who alw asugny workers
Junch, dinner and rest breaks during their
15-hour day

“IUs really hectic.”
e say

most clection work

“fiy two in the afternomn, we're ready to

ake A nap.” others a
But the important thig for W to
(Contlaged on page 1A)
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Voters cherwhelmingly, approved renew.
al of foul mills operating revenues for
Farmungtdn schools i the disirict second
largest elpction lurnout in hast

Of the 7,239 votes catt v Tuesday's spe
al millage renewal efection. 71 per cent.

. Or 5.142 refudents. favored the four-mull re-

newal ;
Only 2.{4 voters' opposed the mullage
which wil] provide the dsinct with §19

mullion 10 revenues each year for the pext

ghted by the fact that the Farm
ngton community ‘thows a good will that
support of

school
board megiing afte Iclmmkulpanlleud
the_renewal.
pport is inique and outstanding
il we compare it 41 that of ather cormmu-
mties arognd our tastrict that have voted
agint tBeir milliges.

“OUR WMARGIN of victory shows that
compared|to other communities. our com-
“munity rdally Fars about the quality of
education {in our district.” he continued.
»\nﬂlmumudnl the fact that our com
30 supportivp.
laxuz\ of the fourinil renewal wll
mvin tha{ the district ‘now 10 in a much
pgtion 1o handle experes for the
mmnru sthont year
Fremendous reliel to know now
1hat the dftnct will teffto conmder 2 budg-
ot where we will be operating at a defict
of only abgut §1.3 milhon instead of the pos-
sible $3 million we would have had f the
mullage tiled  Buuness Manager Wil
ham Prik sad
We stll have a conederable amount of
budget wirk for next sear. but pavage of
the millage means that the distnct wonl
have to make the cuts it would have if the
- millage Wasw't approved.” Prisk contin-

‘A baljncod budget lor the dntret 13
<ilt a lodg way off- and at ths tme we
G0t have any 1dea what the dastrict’s
final budget will be. but the gond thing
about pafage of the millage 1 that we
now wall have that §18 milion to operate
with.” hd sud

School olficials ‘exprexsed satistaction
with Tuesday's yoter turmma, saying xrm
the people of the Farmington communt
are concerned about the educational pm
grams 1 the district

WHILE TUESDAY'S election recorded
728 votes. 1 is only abas & quarter of
the Farmungton area’s more than 12500
regustered voters

“Voter lurnout was the second best #
has ever been in the distrct. "Van Amevde
said “Even though «t ls smaller than last
April's record turnout. it is a good i
dication that the community cares about
ns boys and girls ™

School board membery reacted to the
millage renewal with optimuwn savng
that passage of the four mills now means
that the distnict will pot have 1o lay oft
extra teachers or make further cuts n
educational programs

Before passage of the fourmll rencwal
the school distrct was antempating the lay
ofls of an additional 167 teachers

While the millage pawed the schonl
oard approved the layoll of & teachers
doc 1o necessary cuts in the tudeet

Even with passage. the school district
will be $13 mullion short of what # proy
ects for next year's operating budect.

Fifty five of the teachers lnd off
Tuesday night's action will be ebrmunated

rbilation sounds
s millage approved

10 help work around the distrit's antcpat
od §13 mllon deficit.

Ancther 20 teachers will br termunated
dur to reductions 1n school enrollments
and 10 others will be fot through retire-
ment or attrition

~MY FIRST reaction to passage of the
mullage 15 ooc of relref. It now mearg that
we won1 have to lav off more teachery
and the distnict will be abie to «alvage ity
cducational programs . board Trusce
Anne Struble sad

1t is eitremely satnbung to me |Pu\
there was such 2 large tume for the elec
ton It ts an indication of the mtercst
our scheo's. and that te really sundicant
10 me <he continued.

That savs ta me av a school board
member that the communty wants t pre
serve as much of the distnct's educatonal
programs as possible.  Mrs Struble ad

Trustee Emma Makinen was quek 1o
agrec ~The (antastic tumout mdicates the
<upport of out schools from people wha
are really nfolved 10 what gocs on o the
dstrict

Sandy Darvin, a precinct worker at Middle Belt Elementary
Schoo! during this week’s millage election. keeps track of !he
action which led to victory for the renewa!. (Statf photo)

Thase wha voted arc aware of what nv
nceded and the was they voted Aflects
# Mrs. Makinen e1planed.

The community u~derdands that w.
don 't ask for things we dont need. Joist nt
ting 7 000 plus people ot 1 wwte indxates
2 community awarenesy of wchonl needt
and | think residents have a real <pport
of our schoole

Fihink the district 18 abke to xam wme
relief 2% a Feult of the community « o
“tinued support - Trustee [, Meryn Ronc
ad

The commumity Aas an cpporunity
brcome informed of the facts a'l schnl i
triets are tacing lodav Thev re~ponded 10
the best wav puaible by apprmang the mil
lage rencwal © Dr. Rosc ctinad

“THE DISTRICT has treated the o
drnts honestly and they reproded hunest
K he sud The communuy hms \aved
the district [rom total emascutation

Reults frym the disthct s Iour precnets
<nw that the rencwal pased b more,
than a 21 margn

Rallots cast 1n Precinct 2 the largest in
the dutniet Tocated at Dunckel  Tmwor
High revealed 1797 ses wntes and onis 661

At Farmingtoo Jumor High the nsu'ts
were | 292 to 599 1n favor of the mullage

Precinct 1 at Middlebel Elementan re
ported 1 288 ves and 582 oppndtion Lot

Eagle Elementary the umllest prenet
o the ditnct clowd with 664 wte: o
favor of the millage and 38 reudents -
poing the Tourmill renewal

This 15 a clear ndicatins that the ovm
munity wants t support the schos It
anteresting 9 note that acroes the boand
the voting pereentages are about the
wame  <ad Bud Pickett eochurman of
Kids Count in Farmunyton * a commatte
working for approval of the mullage

It was a super effort the way the com
munity came out hke this. Tty refresung
1o see them come through for the ditrict
espeeially dunieg tough Tmes ke we ane
row ctperiencing he ewplamed

CWHAT PLEASES me most ot |
w12 be able o step down s superntendort
and foave the diinict in a fariy gad g
don  enncloded Van Amevde

Fuen though we have a bt of bt
work before uv [ am delighted that my
wccessar wilt B able o come it thes st
wation where mast union contracts ane aot
cheduled ta expire. for scverat wwars the

iContinued o0 page 1\

Fire chief vows solidarity
a§ leader of Hills volunteers

‘ly RON GARBINSKI

]

A chalifnge lured John Van De Voot to
Farmungmon Hille,

When b interviewed for his new pastion
¢ Hills f{re chiel. he kay an outsider look
Ing 10 and saw & situation where everyone
was aliefated from everyme clse—vohun-

Water rate increase Jooms

for City of Farmingtbn‘

City of Farmington residents will be pay
Ing_more for their water

The cily council has voted to boost the
ates an a result of the 39 per cent Tate In-
Detroit Metro Water Sys-

Public Works supplies water Lo certain por-
tions of the Oty of Farmington Water

from (his system (s purchased from De- -

troit

RESIDENTS Will. PAY 18 per cent
more for the first 7.000 gallons. and approx.
tmately 31 per cent thereafter The min-
imum quarterly water bill will increase
from §535 to $830 for the first 7.000 gal-
lons

Presently, the city charges 41 cents per
thousand gallons for the r!ll 10,000 gallons
over the minimum and 39 cents per thou-
~gand gallons thereafter. This rale would be
changed to 54 cents per thousand gallons
for all water wied over the mintmum bil-
ling. said City Manager Bob Deadman

Besldes the 39 per cent increase, the
county will pasy on an additional 14 cent
per thounand cublc feet cost

+Oakland County states that the sddition-
al Increase is necded becauss of Lhe In-
creased expenses of the system.” said
Deadman.

Befere m:mrn Ity recommendation to

Planie & Moran say Uus is the average
water loss In that type of sysem

DEADMAN URGED the council 1o ap-
prove the increase even though the Detrost
board's increase (s bring IKigated in the
courts by mrrounding suburban commu-

“'Bills paid to Detroit in the interim peri-
od will be paid with 8 formal protest until
such time as the lawsuit is settled 1f the
suburban communities are successful in re-
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city council. ¢ t the
cpinton of the Plante & Moran auditing
firm. 1t hay made similar studies in other
surrounding suburban communitles.
*These recommendations are based on
the assumption that the system’s water
purchases from Detroit will increase 2p-
proximately 75 per_ocent over the next
three years,” said Deadman. Also com-
puted into the calculations wan & 10 per
cent, water- loss. Regresentatives {rom

Sperts
Qassified

teet firemen. pohicemen, ey’ counci mem-
bers. administrajors and the communay
“But now that I'm chief of the fire de-

partment. | can} go on what's happened Lo
the department i the past.” Van De Voort
says

I have to get a handle afd prespective
on the problems withy the depariment
Then 1 have to get evervone workng n
the same track for the good of fire serv.
wcex 1 the community "

Trying to reach this goal presented the
fire chief wilh another chalenge in hs 41
year [ire traning and managememt ca

reef

“Part of the prodlem expenenced by the
department in the past akready B begn-
tung to change.”” he explans “[ am part
af the fire (amuly. and the men have ac-
cepted me as chief because of my expe
nence.

“THE DEPARTMENT now has &« fire-

prove the quality of services we provide.”
Van DeVoort continues

In order to improve senvxes offered by
the department. he sayx. the communky
must be willing tr provide the funds for
Ilme services.

1 went before the city counci when [
was hired for the job and asked thé coun
@l what it wanted in its fire

~But 1 aleo told them that umproving the
quality of fire services in Farmngton iile
il cost money What the future of fire
services will be depends on what the com-
mumty wants lo spend

g plays the most important role m
the level of services the department can
provide | would like to see the depart
ment improve from its present state to a
medium level of services.” the chief «ays

“Reaching that level 1s gomg to take &
1ot of money But T don't really know what
I'm dealing with here i Farmington Hte
because | don't even know d the commu-
nity wants 1 to provide u‘n cty that knd
of service.’

Van DeVoort viewt hic pbnmulym
needs of the department and trying to find
ways to meet those needs

He says there are several feeds that
haven't been taken care of i the pagt. He
is quick to point out that no one pereon o
at fault for letting those needs go unrecog-
nized

~NOBODY (8 really at faut when I say
the needs of this department are nk Uken
care of,” the chiel explainy “The system
is st fault because in the there
wzsn't anyone to follow twough on the

m-d« and make sure they were rren

\n- that the department has one chael
1 think many of thoce problems will soon
be taken care of * he a3

Ta meet pre<ent fire nceds the now
chuef hay several plars whuch wiil help 1
prone the svstem

(e method i< 1o standardue everth
the four fire stations do and use at the
scene of a fire. To do tas. Van DeVoort
with the participation of the four fire fght
ing unitx, 13 develop basc operavonal
Hans

This way. he says. evenone n “the de-

bring
, rolunteer force. (Staft

partment will know what rvenone ehe o
dong and all the tolunte « will Ko
what to do

 Atother plan 1y the development o 3
<andardized ¢ ~orting system for sdminie
trative repor  The department < will
began compiling a reference ook that con
tains amples of all forms and nportethe
department uset o that all fitun: ceports
will be umform

Van DeVoort also v lnmﬂ( A commmitte
n rules and regulations

Cuidelines will be presented ta the chaefs

(Continwed o page 1\)

Hits Fire Chiet John Van DeVoort
rigs utiized by the city's fire depart-

hermony to the controversial

photo by Herry Mauthe)



