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editorial oplnlén

Teamwork bears f ru*t

in millage victory

Quality education still has a chance in
the Farmington School District.

District residents. along with adminis-
trators. students and teachers deserve a
tound of applause for their efforts in
seeing that the four-mill renewal was ap-
proved in this week's election.
" A brief glance at surrounding schoo! dis-
trict’s millage results shows a disturbing
tendency to reject quality education by
turning down either millage renewals or
increases. The districts of Southfield. Li-
vonia. Walled Lake. and Fitzgerald all
felt prey to voter cynicism.

SUCH CYNICISM died a violent death

Back scratching

Qakland County Treasurer Hugh Dohaney a
proached the county road commission rcccnlr
about opening a branch of his office in the road
commission’s administrative center in Beverly
Hxllq

The road commission quoted him a price of $6
per square foot for 350 square fecl. and Dohaney
‘went back to the county board for approval

Whoa' <aid a county board member. noting that
the county gencral government leases the road
commussion space in a Pontiac Lake Road office
for 81 a vear Why should the road commission
charge another county deparfiment six times as
much”

. The road commussion reconsidered and author-
ized an apen-cnd lease for “no more than a dollar
per year '

Scratching back

Bob Greenstein. the flamboyant Canton Town-
ship supervisor. told a legislative hearing on the
Detroit water system about the time the Detroit
water hoard rented out some unused space in its
buslding te the general city government The
price was $3 per square {oot,

The water department renovated and improved
the building When the lease. was renegotiated.
sard Greenstein. the ety was charged only $3 a

in the Farmington|district. Voters, by a
2'z2-1 margin, demonstrated they are will-
ing to support their'kids. and hence the fu-
ture of of the community.

Rejection of the millage would have
meant drastic cut§. with more than 200
teachers and other|school einployees fac-
ing the axe. Valuable programs also
would have been idestroyed.

In a world racked by disharmony. the
Farmington area community showed a
keen sensc of harmony by working togeth-
er to get this millage renewed.

The scene Tuesdpy night at the school
board office saw Farmington Education
Association membdrs shaking hands with
school administratprs in jubilation over
the millage approval. It was a - rare
scene. indeed.

All concerned groum workcd hard to
see the millage through.

The board and fdministration showed
wisdom in chosing{only to put a renewal
question on the ballot. The Southfield dis-
trict fell prev to vater dissent by lumping
a renewal together with an increase.
Most increases in sphool districts were de-
feated this week

BUT THERE STILL is a long road to
recovery for cduchtion im Michigan and
the Farmington district, in particular.

Even though thg millage renewal was
approved. the didirict. nevertheless. is
forced to lay off sone 80 teachers and cut
programs. Mcanwhile, parents are going
to have to hold their breaths to see just
exactly how the $tate is going to deal
with aid to educftion in the future.

On the other hand. if state monies con-
tinue to decrease.| voters should be pre-
parcd to approve h millage increase in a

future "election STEVE BARNABY
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from our readets

Private ambulance service érmclzed

Editor

It seems important that the events of
Sunday morning. March 21, be brought to
fhe attention of the city council so that
ey might Lake sctions which will settle
the recent dispute between our volunteer
fire department and our department of
public safety

On Sunday. during & service at Prince of
Peace Church. a gentleman from our con-

gegation suffered an aftack and quickly
was atiended by & nurse who was present
A call was placed to the Farmington Hills
emergency number ARer waiting for what
ecemed 0 be an interminable length of
time, firemen arrived and a while later an
emergency vehicle from the Farmington
Hhills Ambulance Co. Once the victim was
tn the ambulance, the “professional” who
was driving didnt know how to get on the

expressway or the route to Providence fos:

ptal where the man was 1o be taken at the
request of his famiy The route he taok
akng side strrets and sccems roads was
both dangerous and time consuming

Fire Sation Number Four is just one
half mile down Twelve Mile from the
church When the call was placed, Station
Number Two, jocated at Northwestern and
Fourteen Mile was dispatched instead
Since Mr Holko and his department are
presenily in disagreement with Station
Four. it would appear they were slapping
the wrists of the men from that station by
dispatching Station Two or the depariment
of public safety isn1 [amaliar with the ge.
ography of our area

1iad thus been s case of cardiac arrest
the delays caused by dmloh)m m-
wrong station and the incompetence of
ambulance driver would have been ml
1t Is time that our city council take quick

Driver protests ticket

Editor

As @ resident laxpayer of Farmungton
Hills | fee] compelied 1o comment on & re-
crnt demonsiration of police adminis-
tration and utilization

The Farminglon Hills police participated
in the cheapest shot of "enforcement™ 1°
have scen What & magnificent fund-rais-
g clfort

During the week of March 26, a squad
caf, was positioned at the corner of Middle
Bet and Fdgehill across from Fast Junior
Schonl The olficdg was directing driv-
an 1o the streel. having them tumn
because he was s far behind)
0 e up for processing

They were being ticketed for violating
the local ordinance (hat prohibits passing

are tallied for this aRgressive prece
gent police work. Lhe aity is going 10 llnd L)
Jot of igrorant people In Lhe case
“Badge 2. he just mhed for the driver's h
cense, registration, etc and started Lo
wrile the citision He didn tel) you the of
fense You had lo ask

Furthermore. he was so busy, dnvers
had to get out of their cars and go 1o Lhe
comer to pget Lhe ticket

The pasung situation occurs when cars
are lined up on wo-laned Middie Belt to
turn into the school arra The common

actice. mornung and afRernaon for the
four years | have lived here. 13 1o pass
around the shoulder

11 this mass citation effort was in re.
spanse to a complaint. # seema the reason-
able approach would be to post & sign
fve warnungs or betler yet. provide anoth
er lane as with commercial estab-
lishments  Traffic 15 continually backed up.
because of turning

1t doesn speak very haghly for city and
police sdministrations Lo practice such &
fund-raising ripoff on its residents It cer-
tainly has done nothing to mlve the bau¢
traffic problem unless the 120 fines collect
ed are 10 be used Lo finance the long over-
due cement by-pass

D. BRUHN,
Farmiegten Hills

and posflive actions 20 see that (he present
situatios be regolved for the wellare of the
atizens|of Farmingien Hills

We hive seen first hand our volunteer
fireman! funclioning i a member of medi-
cal emdrgencies in our neighborhood. We
had a sinall fire 1n our home several years
ago and were pleased by their actions and
their cdcem When the fire departmert
was alidwed to manage (tsell. these dedica-
(ed ey
that thepe men are Lnvolved in this service
to the dommunity for personal gain is ab-
surd

Whatdver is heeded in the way of the pur-
chasingl of new equipment, whoever must
step dopm gracefully and sdmit they are
i errof. whatever actian is necesary, }
hope 1t |will be done before the everts of
last Synday are repested with more
serious | consequences

Our eprumamity wants and needs the ded-
ication jand services of our volurteer fire
departrgent | feel that & is the duty of our
public gfficials 10 see that the weifare of
our citjens comes before petty griev-

ances
MRS. JOAN E. ROBEINS,
i Farmingtes Hils

3

Trust fund
says thanks

An agpropriate mm you for your rrb
the success “Redmcover
troit ~Bjcentennial .t u my first duty of
the new year. What a plezwre & gives me
o repoft that 10.000 calendar were soid.
adding a has amount 1o the Junior
Community Trust Fud
Adding mwrmpelpy-malme
d people liké* yoursel
wha safr the need for pasitive expressions
about (ietrot and responded with more
tundneshes than | can enamerate
JOANNE H CHAMBERLIN
(MRS. DONALD F )
Chairwemsa
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ﬂEEE MUST BE ANOTHER REMEDY FOR THIS

I{_o

A new chance to reform
high cost of campaigns

Last weck. the Michigan Supreme Court threw
out the Michigan political reform sl1lu!§(hu had
been hailed by its supporters as “the most far-
reaching in the nation ” The same law had also
been called by its opponents “the Michigan politi
cal incumbents’ preservation act” as well as a
—gross invasion of indmidual privacy.”

The court’s decision was on the narrowest pos-
sible technical grounds Technically. the court 1s-
sued an advisory opimon which said that if a sunt
were to be brought challenging the con.
stitutionality of the new law. the suit would be
upheld Why” Because the law in its present form
has too many subjects to be contained in one
piece of legislation

This is hardly a stirring evaluation by the court
of the substantive corstitutional issues 1avolved in
the political reform statute Although no onc on
the court is talking about the motivation behind
the decision. 1 have sneaking hunch at least a ma-
jority of the justices felt that the law had been
passed in a political atmosphere supercharged by
the temporary aberration of Watergate and that a
more reasoned look by the state legislature might
be useful

THE. DECISION was greeted with cnies of joy
{rom 1ts opponents. who are basically divided nto
two groups

One conzists of various local office-holder<
school board members. city councilmen and
women. planning commission members and s
forth They have been arguing. with considerable
jwstice, that the political reform act's provisions
regarding public disclosure of their financial deat
ings and those of their immediate famuly are an
invasion of privacy Some office-holders have
threatened to resign. especially in Southfield. and
others have worried out loud that the public dis-
closure provisions of the law would create such a
disincentive against public service that local gov
erament would suffer

Another . group- consists of oldllno politicians
and assorted lobbyists for whom any political re-
form is anathema. In their view, the more closed
the political system. the better In my view. the
less said about their self-serving arguments the
better.

THERE IS a third group mvolved in this debate
one which is basically in favor of pohtical reform
legislation but which has serious reservations that
the law as originally passed would do anything
more than insure incumbents would be forever re-
elected.

Their worry is that by doing very httle to re-
strict the amount that can be spent in a given
campaign. the law does little to reduce the ever-
increasing costs of clections  Further. thev are

by PHILIP H. POWER ——

concerned that the law by restricting sharph the
size ot individual contributions woutd tend th tilt
the talance ot fund rasing overwhelmingly on the
wde of 2 well known incumbent and thereby tend
to exclude fresh faces from entering the palitical
process,

This group. which addly enough coniists of deep.
v nvolved politicians of both parties i basicaliy
ooncerned with getting },md candudate to run

WHAT WILL happeninow i that the whale law
will go back ta the ldaslature for another pro-
Tonged wrangle

My own hope t~ that a poliieal retorm taw wil!
emerge eventually: The present law s aaue on
oontlict of interest 1t tends to hide unnecesaniy
the identity of politica! contributors and 1t leaves
the activities of lobbyists virtually uncontrolled.

But the leislature mught wish asat reconsiders
the bull. to pay mrmmn to the arguments of some
of ats cnifics

1 What <hould be m extent of public disc'nsure
of private finances especially for Incal officials
who are serving their commur.tics without pay or
at very low salanes” Conflicts of interest on city
councils or somnag boards of appeal ar planning
commission are A disease that must be eradi
cated But 1s the 11iness so serions as to warr
serinus blow to privacy® Perhaps  wide-ranys
financial reports concerming  office folders and
their families could”be filed with a Poliical
Ethics Commission for confidential heanings be-!
fore full ‘public disclosure occurs

2 Why ot get th the problem of the cost of cam.
paigns by strict!v lrmunting the alluwable ‘eve! ot
expense® This would tend to reduce the dis
proportionate politcal advantage of t.e wealthy;
but still make possible the entrv of tresh faces at .
all poliical “levels,

3. Why not, in fact. get + bt to the heart nf the
isspe of lilting the balance of the rules mer/,
whelmingly in favor of incGmbents by declaring
that campaigns should be publicly financed?

Such a svstem would tend to nsulate otfice-
hotders from organized pressure groups who use
their campaign contnbutions power as a nbbving
tool. and simultancousty it wou'd tend to set
flat—and law—expense lmit fa campmgns,

Wrong places, wi*ong_ jobs

People gathered in Washington over the week
end. trying to lobby Congress for legislation creat-
ing more federally (unded jobs

It must be the impression of these people that
the more federally funded jobs produced. the tess
our nation's unemployment will be.

In reality. more suteidized jobs may. in the
long run. crecate more unemployment FEven
though the country has an unemployment figure
of more than seven per cent. there are more
people working today than ever before in the his-
tory of the country

We have high unemployment because we have
had a tremendous number of job seekers entering
the job market for the first time

‘The war babies. who created bulges in our edi-
cation system over the [ast few years. are now en-
tering the job market in large numbers. and
since 1960 there has been a 23 per cent increase in
the number of women in the labor force who pre-
viously were not recorded as job scckers

IF THE FEDERAL government tries to provide
jobs for these people. the cost. of course. will in-
crease the federal deficit. As the federal deficit s
increased, the government will have to borrow
money which.. in tumn. creates inflation

Inflation puls pressure on the private sector to
decrease the number of jobs available in order to
reduce costs

Large city mayors have been pushing for a fed-
eral job-subsidy program not really to solve the
wnemployment  problem. but really to convert
local costs into federal costs.

Using the City of Detroit as an example. when
there is more federal money to subsidize workers.

]
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the aty lav< oft people an the city pavroll and re-
tures them on the federal payroll This 1s not a
net increase 1n jobs [Uis a transfer of costs to rev
lieve the deficit budgets of the major cities.

THE ONLY REAL way to solve the unemploy-
ment problem is to get the private sector to hire
more pic. The only way the private sector can
be confident that they can afford to hire new
people is 1f there 1s some stabthty in wages and
prices

Once the private sector hirts these people. they
will. of course,’ make wages which they wiil
spend. which will help the economy. which means
that more workers can be hired

The United States really did not get out of its
depression of the "30s until World War 11 One of
the reasons the cconomy didn't react faster was
that <o many federally funded jobs were created
that the private sector never had -a chance to
work out its problems.

Our economy 1s starting to improve, and most
of the heads of households ar¢ back to work on a
regular basis. We shou'd not let the entry of new
job seekers into the statistics force us into action
which. in the long run. would put more heads of
houscholds bagk out of work.



