‘Pajama Game’ fails to stir ¢

By CRAIG REYNOLDS

Management lot labor down in the
anklln Village Players’ "Pajama

Throu;(h aimless staging, dull cho-
reography and unsold songs, some tal-
ent could still be perceived. However,
the direct staff obviously refused
to do its homework and dig for it. Or
clse the compnn[) had spent only 17
days in rehcarsal

Some explanation mjst be made for
m- dreadful offkey attempt of the big
opening number “Racing with the
Clock”, a rendition of “Steam Heat”
that hit about 46 degrees F.. and the
unlon rally for “Tia Centa” that would
pale next to a junior high pep session

No excuse can be made for the actors
meandering pointiessly along the front
40 feet of the curtain opening; neither
lighting nor motivation covered the

In the djarup work it became pain-
fully obvioirs that the directorial stafl
had mqre iaterest in insuing large cast
parties' than any theatrical achieve-
ment.

slick ex{nnu of lhz- barren West
Blooml"\r d Hlah School stage.

OPLE were mnmmd to
porfnrm ln Frnnkhn Vlnlﬁ
“Pajama Game;” Sue Min,
Matych in the lead roles of Babe Wil-
lisms and Sid Sorokin looked and
sounded and paired very well as brassy
union official and shirtsleeve superin-
tendent.

Peter Schmidt as Hines, the time-
study man, and Sally Kaufman as
Gladys, the secretary most often stud-
ied, exhibited style and verve.

Ron Wheeler and Bill Lucas as re-
speetive presidents of Union and Com-
pany, also showed some affinity for
their characters

e thurus for “Pajama Game” was
overpop d with gers, non-
dancers and non-performers, the en-
tire group always being stretched the
width of the stage to aid in picking out
non-faverites.

)

THE REALITY of limitations,
whether physical, financial, spiritual
or artibtic, is a3 lamentably anathe-
matie th community theatre groups as
to adolfacents.

Wheh will directors of community
theatrps'realize it's unnecessary to
cast every dies-paying member? And
when will does-paying members real-
ize the|r dues do not entitle them to
disaffett the paying patrons?

“Pajima Game" is a nice little show,
cellent opportunities in numer-
ous parts, attractive and
simple nd several principal
roles with show-stoppet songs.

It is hiot nocessary to spread a couple
dozen peopla alohg the plaster line.te

with e

se proven song like “Once A Year

0T i8 it necessary to use every
mth of available deck space for the
tenor tead to prove “A New Town IsA
Blue Town'

Robert Bolt in “A Man For Al Sea-
sons™ employed one actor to represent
the entirety of English {reemen of the

with minimum numbers and maxi-
mum talent to represent the demands
of the script.

IF THE PRODUCING group
deems it necessary to utilize all the
available and willing bodies in the

mission fee be charged for the ac-
tivity? Why should money be paid to
txp(nem:! bad singing and listless act-
m

Eﬂhcr community theatre i« an out-
Tet for abilities, talents and needs not
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in the script.

Even Little League reguires some
ulenz o{ the left ficlder.

Some people in “Pajama Game™
were very good and belorged in a laud-
able little theatre production; others
compromised the production and
created only a diversion for the partici-
pants.

1 question, what people are doing
for—rot tin", but "for™ — community
theatre® In those dozens of groups in
Southeastern Michigan. why do they
go bevond their means and then lie to
themselves that what they've done is
®ood?

Certainly there is encrgy and talent:
“Pajama Game” showed that
i The very existence of so many

cast, audience.

satisfied in a nine-to-five hurmndrum, or groups and so many productiol
it is an exhibition hall for those with shows at Ie(ul the interest and energy
the pretense but not the substance to UT I

fulfill the promise of the words printed 5 ebility to u\ “Yes™ and “No™* “Yes", 2

». wasked families eating kamburgers at’

il

RE the courage and<<

“Pajama Game” with 122

", we cannot do"Ae

or “The Tempest. 2

y “No” to a few friends whom =

came to try out for a show and can'le

sirg, dance or act, but have the m::
st intentions

A goof in industry can usvally b.—
ered up; a blooper on’ the stage iger.
remembered forever, by friends, relaw—
tives and reviewers,

1 liked <everal people involved in the :
Franklin Vitlage Plavers’ “Pajama <.
Gare”, as I kave liked the work of hobz ="
byists in many non-professional ef.
forts

Others have been as offensive ag 37
reighbors showing <lides of their u;

wecan do a

Grand Canyon
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\—

And
Envertainment Guide

\

at

Qtorhnba

ACROSS FROM
UIVONIA MALL

TOBSTER PARTY WEEREND!

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY

$693'

(xeer 100 HEIEA )

-40&“ Tad

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GETA GENEROUS
‘ALB. LOBSTEATAIL ALLFORONLY .cocouvonnnnnnn

HALE POU‘ID

LOBSTER-$6.93--
WHO EVER HEARD
OF APRICE
LIKE THAT?

i

56" | 5

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

¢ Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Corry Out Orders
Chinafown Style Welcomed
. Open 7 doys o week
Men.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fi. 11 o.m.-1) p.m.
Sar. 1211 p.m.; Svn 12-10 p.m.

\469 S. Woodward, Birmingham /
644-2913 .

c

(EARLY
BIRD

’3239

STER) >

SPECIALS

Everyday

MONDAY thru SUNDAY 3 P.M. 1il 5 P.M..

@ Roost Beef, Roast Tvrhy
Light & Dark Meaf
(ALI. WHITE MEAT lX'IA)

@ And Any Of The Other Main Entres Of
The Doy

Price includes Choice of Potatoes Or Veger.
oble Or Dressing. Roll & Butter & Bever-

)

ENTERTAINMENT 76 COU
PONS NOT VALID ON SPE
CIALS

4108 W. Maple Rd. :
(et Wot of Tolograph' .
626-4767

OPEN EASTER SUNDA Y

12 NOON TO 8 P.M.

Woodward at Square Lake Road

DINNER

Bloomficld Hills
3341561

STRATFORD FESTIVAL lg76

JUNE .‘l()()(]()NR10.-('\\-\|)-\E =

'
|
|

FESTIVAL
THEATRE

The Way of the World

Willam Congrese
The Merchant of Venice -
Antony and Cleopatra
Measure for Measure |
A Midsummer Night's Dream

Plus Hamler, The Tempest, The Imgortance of Being
tarnest, fve, and Three Sisters at the Avon Theatre

Phus outstanding conc érts and Intermational Film Festrval.

OUR FREE BROCHURE HAS
COMPLETE INFORMATION
v for your copy ~or reservations, |

write: Stratford Festival, Stratfordd,
QOntario NSA 6V2 ot phone

{519) 2731600

yummy things like
eggs, bacon and
sausage. Anda
wide variety

of entrees. Plus
a big salad
bar and

OJAY, TEAT DIEAROST
nn%ulunc for JUST4 2,25,

Stoufler’s calls it a brunch. Mom
callsit a rest. And I say it's the |
best way to eat breakfast and
lunch at the very samne time.
You'll fill up on all kinds of

My folks cat all they want for just
$4.25 each. And kids under
twelve, just $2.25. So get vour
family, and your two favorite
‘meals, together this Sunday

21100 Northwestern Highwas

at Stouffer's.
From 11 till 1:30.

Sfmﬁr&.

Acroma from Northland Inn
%8 0kn2

FIRST, THE GOOD NEWS
SHOWCASEMEN has come

to Ted's, Tues.

at.
in Gatsby's!

Woodward at Squ'are

teds

O Toton Iun

E © WEVE GOT SOME
g 'BAD NEWS

NOW, THE BAD NEWS
They’ll only be here
for a short time, so hurry

to see them at Ted's,

Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills . . . 644.7764
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