Merger override

By TIM RICHARD

The heat will be on a handful of Republ
can commssioners in Oakiand County
when the 27:member board heads for an
April 13 showdown vote

The is1ue s whether to override Republi-
can County Executive Darel T Murpin's
vr10 of the board's decivon tn meege the
drain oftice and the pudlic works depart-
ment under a single. now public worke
COmMIissioner.

Seeking the overnde ts mother county
Republican—Drain Commussonet George
W. Kuhn who frankly wants a <hot at
being pudlic works commisuonct.

The istwe has caused o nit nat only be
tween Republican administrators Murphry
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analysis

and Kuhn but between Republican mem-
bery of the county board of commussion
ers.

WHEN THE COUNTY board March 4
voled 188 In favor of the merger. six of
the then12 GOF' commusvioners favored
the plan. along with 12 of the 14 Demo-
crats

The heat will be on them Kuhn pledges
1 won't twist any arms.” bt he will use
all his powers of persua<on o keep them
n_the “yes” column.

The six are James Dunkeary of 1igh
land Township. Waltace Gabler of Roval
Oak. Heney Hool of Troy. Jowph Montante
of Orchard Lake, Wilkam Patterson of
Cawson and Richard Wilcox of Brandan
Township

Six ather Republicans are Lkely to stand

with Murphy and- continue to oppose the .

merger. They are Paul Kasper of
Bloomficld Hilla. Jack McDomald of Farm-
ington Hills. Lilhan Moffitl of Bloomfcld
Township. Fred Houghten of Rochester. Fa
trick Nowak of Farmungton hits and Rob-
ent Page of Birmingham

They will be joined by Dennis Murphy. a
Republican from Novi who was clected ta
(' a vacancy late last month.

MURPHYITES contend that when voters
adopted the permissive camty executin e
system. the law abolished the board of pub-
he works which governs the DPW  Author.
ity over the DPW. they say. should logic-
ally (all 1o the counly cxocutive .

That won't work. says Kuhn. #ublic Act
133 which allaws the county executive a8
1em. ““provides no bonding or fimancing au
thority.

Kuhn insists “those favorng assignment
of the DPW to the county executne arc
playing Russan rouleite with all jobs o
the department.” The reason  Murphy
would be able to boss the department but
would be unable to Mlaat the bonds to pas
for scwer and water proets, /

INSTEAD. SAYS KUKN, ihe counth
board should overnide Murphy's seto af
the merger decision and complete the
merger

That's beeause the law alfowsng such 2
merger under a public works commission
cr does provide for financing awthonty

Kuhn_ a lormer state senator’ scoffs at
he “idealists” who 1y the answer, it to ko
to the Michigan Legislature and fix up A
139 w0 that the counly executive, ton can
have the necessary linancul powers.

A realistic understandmg of the politi

L. Pernick
remains

block chief

Oakland County Commissonet Lawrence
Fermck has been reelected to a [ifth term
s chasrman of SEMCOG's county block

Pernick 1D-201 is Oakland Couty dele-
gate to SEMCOG's general asembly. vice
chairman of the council's solid waste sub-
committee of Lhe council on emironmental
strategy and a member of the bydaws and
legal committee e is also a member of
SEMCOG's exccutive commttee

As bloc chalrman. Permick represents
southeast Michigan's counties at council
meetings

Perick 18 chalrman of the Oaklind
County Board of Commissioners Finance

Committee. & member of the county’s

toard of directors traffic improvement as.
sociation. 8 member of the Oakland Cous-
ty drain board and cmmmn of the Oak.

land County
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itvolved suggests this will be &
f ever. in coming.” Kuhn say.

“I i altiwell and good for some o now
<tand aloof,and pontificate about an impos-
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available tools™ —dnd he Mrlm the
word “available

POLITICAL tmplrawns are mary
and werghty.

If Kuhn succeeds i gestmg the overnde
will 2 county board controlied 1#13 by
Democrats appoint him the first public
works commussioner” «The public works
commissioner wou'd have 10 A o the No
vembur election and thereafter to keep the
b e

1f Mur; ngth fails. ¢an he expect
an mtra WMN
mary> Wil hus reputation be tamshed
hurting his chances of reeléction i No-
vember”

ote could be divisive

1t Kuhn fails to win the overnde. whal
wili he do” Stay on the GOP ticket this
vear with 2 county exective with whoen
he's at war® Switch to ancther party® Op-
pose Murphy n the executive prman o
Sagust®

1413 oot vet Apn) 13, and that 1 the date
the (rakland County Board of Cammisson
ot has chosea 1o take 1p the question of
Murphy's veto.

An cvernde requires a twolhirds vote—
I8 An I8vote bloc passed b merier la<t
month [f the Democrats and dissenting Re-

licans are to override the veto, they
catnat aflord to let 3 <ngle vote sup
away
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