Har

rmiggion
Lree

Ohseruprd

Volume 87 Number 30 _

Monday, Apei 12, 1976
. , . .

b

Farmington, Michigan
o .-

Is Twelve Oaks Mall a threat?

Twenty Fire Cents

Personal service is key in competition

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Farmington merchants way they arent
sittinR &nd walting for dmaster.

While the merchants recognize that
Noi's Twelve Oaks shopping center will
atract some of their cudomers, most be-
lieve (hat the area and their shops offer
things o large denter cant—personal senv.
icd and a smalltown atmosphere
11 would say 11'll be strong com
Mll\on E4 Balden of the Farmington
Shopping Center Co. says | think we

Farminglon Hills police and fire departments
continued therr investigations last week of a
suspected arson attempt that gulted an aban-

have something unique You cant please
rvfrycne “e give personal service lo ouwr

I'hlkn believes that the Twelve Oaks

Center will take away some of the custom
ers from the Farmington ares stores. bt

centet. due to open in the fall of 1977
He has mixed feelings abot the Novi
et
"1 feel like the guy who wes hs new

Cadiltac with his motherindaw in i fall
off & cliff. he says

Arson attempt

Harry Mauthe)

doned house on Halstead. jusl nofth of Grand

Suspect nabbed in the bush

nand Stark, 23, of Detron, was released
o $10.000 bond after his arraignment
Thursday. April 8. in 47th District Court be-
forr Judge Margaret Schaeffer on a
chirge of unlawfully driving away a motor
vebicle
Sark was arrested Thunday meming
by Farmington Public Safety officers after
nuﬁrdly smashing a stolen pkup truck
a fence and atlempting to elude po-
n
tieshe Newsom, an off-duty Southfield po-
Ticeman, was returning from work when
beinoliced someone Altemping 1o galn
entry into his nephew's I¥7S Ford pckup

truck parked n & driveway near (‘nnd..

River

The truck. owned by Brian Newsom. of
3881 Grand River in Farmington. had fts
rear window broken by Officer Newsom
after he fired six shols at thé truck while
the escaping person apparently tried 0
run him down

Mmuumlmmﬁm

atlempting to enter the truck sbot 3am.
Thursday Newsom pulled has car in be

tund the parked truck and drew hu service *

revolver as he got out of the car lo.n
vestigale

'Il'll;?mhbfyh"llﬂddnl
' Ed

center dnw
people i the first' three months.”

“WE DON'T KNOW IF ITLL CHANGE
the shvwm] Rabits of Farminglon.” he

“You wonl find a Scott Cobwrn every.

becsuse people
plastic type of thing that was pat into their
small town.” Lou Malen. owner of the Art
Alcove, in the Village Mal.

Owners of npecuhly nm M
won't be turt much by the
ng 10 Lane

River. thal took hiremerf more than one hour to
extinguish Wednesday night. (Staft photo by

BY THE TIME off-duty Officer Newsomn
appraached the truck. the smpected car
thief already was' Inside the pickup

Swerving to the nght and jurmping the
curb in order to drive the truck onto
Geand River. the muspect drove by News-
om and sped away mto the Chatham Hilly
subdvision
Newsom appartntly told the man to stop
and announced’ that he was a police off
cer,

Newsom 1aid that the man slegedly
medtor;mmmmr That ia when News-

1Continwed so page- 20y

erert thing (fram the Vil
he says. “Were 80 much 0o
specially owtfits. it wonl hurt us

» completety
lage Mall)

“Farmington. the town it 8.
p-uple like the smalltown stmosphere

he says
Malen speculsted that Twelve Oaks.
wont be & grest threst. unless t offers

mmdmm:drmm

s
“1 don't depend on seewg 3 mition
prople.”” he explains “The brands | carmy

m the mals”

are the better brands and will not be fournd
be tayr

~Other Farmington area stores are
aware that s moving n will hrt ther
Bt ux —wre're a master tador shop We're
on a [irst rame basis with our customers

e contmues

Fredrick's 13 located st 3581 Orchard
Lake Road. Farmungton Hils T wouldnt

- want %o be it & mall stuabon.” s cwner

says

Other owners of thops that don rely on
walk.1n trade echoed Rubmisten s opmon,
“To be honest 1 donY feel 8 1> be am

. threat.™

Lyle LaBelle. owner of LaBelle
tighting. 28301 Orchard Lake Rosd says
l.melle an ares resident. bebeves that
g center should have deen ac-

n-pled by the Farmington srea Tt would
brng a tol of revenue into the commu-
rity. " Re savy

“They could duild it right acroms the
street from me and 1t woukdn hurt me.”
Jim Enger cuner of the Nain Sream.
M5 Orchard Lake says

Fnger's vp specializes 0 equipment
for My fishing and he doesn? rely on wak-
n trade “I'm the only ane m southeast
Michigan

“Everyone .who leaves their house 1
come here. knows they 1 come here before
they leave he adds

MOST, MERCHANTS AGREED that
owners of small clothing stores of shoe
stores will find it difficult to compete with ,
the Novi center

Some merct.ants recall semalar sktuations
with olher. shopping centers -

We had o store 1

“Continned o page IV

Potted plants blossom
into interesting hobby

By CORINNE ABATT

One of the fastest growing hobbies ts
care and cultyre of mécxrphm lh!rl
that used to have an Alrican violet or two.
maybe a fern or philodendron now sport
elaborate arrangements of potted growing

Springbrook Garden owners Mike and
Rich Hatfield swear that Farmington cus-
tomers are some of the most plant-wise
persons around

“We cant play God 10 o customers
" says Rich

how to care for 2 plant
they're buying, we usually find ot they al
ready know a lot about i

The Hatfields used to grow many jlams
for outdoor gardens Now. they sy pretny
much with indoor varietes. Mare sayy
part of the reason is the rsng cost of na~
ral gas to heat large exparses of green
houses

7
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telrphone. Donna will
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LEombe Read
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thia questionnare 1 front of the

oad
ton

2 Would you be mterested in using 2 pubbic transportaon system”® (Answer
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A we gand there |

feet Lall. come wn 200-gallon contaners and
retail for $4.000-5.000

So far. the Hatfields havenY any cuwsom
ers asking sbout the lange weeping fgt
but they regularly sell sixioseven .fat
weeping [igs for more than MS

“Hanging plants are a stable tem and
nght after Easter we will have gerarsums
and other autdoor. hanging plants ~ Rxk

s

The brothers agree that Decocation Day

1t the time to put plants hke geranmmn

o
He Rav 2 warming

People push that date w every vear
and thes keep kesing them By Decoration
Day the fanger of frost o passed Often
ahen they came to replace them t'c too

late Tt's a f.ct season from about May 30 °

t the end of June "

know!edgeable about plants  the emphass
s now on ecology. children have
up. lefl and the adults have more time b
devote to hobbees. and more lnlom ion s
available

Whatever the reasons for more gophis-
ticated buyers and the upaurge i interest
one Lhuing 1s sure

Rick MHatfeld says he can no longer

water it how mach light and what kind of
ontaizer and sl it peeds

People are more educated n plants
mow They really g wito them i depth
They ki at cnuch a3 we o sometimes

mre
Rut. husiness 1o good and me brothery
aret eomplaning

In the shade of the ol wecping hg sits florist Rick Hathield of
Farmington. This s one of a very popular vanety of trees potted
and cultivated to live Indoors. (Statt photo by Harry Mauthe)
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

-+ ItU's time again for indergarten
registration m the Farmington div-
nct See how Willam Grace Fle
mentary answers Questons about
the early years of scheol on Page
n



