Mass transit tax bill irks suburb groups

By CAROLINE PRICE

It was another round of *‘Detroil versus
the suburbe™ al & state highways and
. tmnsportation commitiee hearing on a bitl
thal would increase the property transfer
:l‘ l.rnlold to pay for an urban mass tran-
el
hearing. held April 13 at Detroit's
Clly County Building. drew protesters
subrban. real estate and home-
ovmer s groups. Detroit interests also were
represented at the heanng on the con-
troversial bill
The Bill under fire ts an attempt to raise
matching funds—§25 million annually—for
a potential 700 million federal grant for
mass trarsit in the metropolitan area It

Heights) and Sen. Gilbert Bursiey 1R-Ann
Arbory

Sen. Plawecki 13 vice chairman of the
highways and transportation commitiee
and was present at the hearing with com-
mitice member Harry DeMaso (R-Battle
Creek) and Crairman Anthut Cartwright
1D-Detroil)

Some of the strongest opposition to the
bill, which would increase the property
transfer tax of 01) per cent now paid as
part of closing costs by sellers of property
10 1.1 per cent. came from Oskliand County
Exective Daniel Murphy.

MURPHY'S STATEMENT, read by the
drector of plaming and physical devel.
opment for Oakland County. Milton Hand-
orf, called the tax “unfair. discriminatory
and_unworkable

*“The proposal being considered wauld, if
enacted, raise the tax on & home selling
for $20,000 from the present 824 1o ©0.°
Handort r\'ad f
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11 is an inudious, hidden tax. Al a time
when personal finances are strained to &
hmit. the seller will find he has (o pay for
mass transit
Murrhy also 100k exception to what he
felt was an unequal distribution of the tax
burden. - N

“Due 10 variations in the namber and
1ype of property transfers. Wayne Oany
with 63 § per cent of the population. would

but they nll not sccept & ax

ch extracts more than twice
uMpﬂc:uu(mtmrmnyu
from Wayne Courty

According to Handorf, Murphy proposes
instead & §7.50 surcharge on all licerse
plates siatewide to raise the funds The
propasal was met with some dubiousness
by DeMaso. who asked Handorf how many
license plates were sold each year in Mich-
1gan .

I don have those figazes.” Handorf an-
swered. .

* MACOMB COUNTY has many of the
same objections to the tall as Oukland. ac-
cording ta Arthur Gavin, chairman of Ma-
mm!u lram;nﬂllm commattee. Gawn

y also was opposed (o an as-
wd ol lh hll that would redistribute
membersiup on SEMTA.

At presert, SEMTA is set up for nine
members—hree appointed by the gover.
ror and Bix SEMODG

The new b -vddn\vmmnuuym
power 1o appoint Give board members. sub-
urban Wayne County. three 1one’ sppointed
by the Wayne Courty Sosrd of Com:
misioners, orie by SEMCOG and one by
the goveror ). Oakland Courty. three, Ma-

Macomb's
tatives to SEMTA. We can justify a ball
which gives one community (Detroity
more cantrol than others.” Gavin said
According to Gavin. Macomb also advo-
cates » statewide tax. . We should have a

Commissioners
OK tax budget

By TIM RICHARD

It's n ploy all mmly fovernments, Lown-
cts make each yrar

n- an -noﬂum budget” which

ulnrbluﬂlhnlrryﬂudmmmd
submut to the county Lax allocation board.
That board divides the ‘1Smill “winter”

property tax between the local units. and
nvv)bdy gets busy pasxing realistic budg.

B-n s0me conservative Oukland County
commussioners are tired of the game.
They want jo pats what they consider a
“realistic” budget the first time around.

THE nouui o commesonery nw s

Chairman lawrence Pernick
field)
But firt there was an
Commissioner Henry Hoal 1RTroy:
catied the $98 mullon budget inflated.
Commistioner Mary M. Deartorn (D-
Birmingtamy got more speafic. She ar-
qued 1) the county’s lax * s s nsng
each yrar. bringing in more revenue, 2)
the courty s offering few new services
thal would require vast budget increases.
and 31 there has been a “great infuson of
outside funds’ Jrom the state and federal

“OTHER UNITS of government could
we the money more.” Mre. Deartom
sa1d *“This county bas loo much money

Oakiand County: government, she tad
has been etting 5.25 mills “under a pﬂl
min's sgreementiexce me. 8 pentie-
person’s agreement —with the tax alloca-
tion board to that effect. Ths budget
would mzum €31 mlls

But COMMismANCTS  went llﬂu
with the mmn and pawed .
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*“Putting all the burden an one aspect of
i Gevin sad.

REAL ESTATE interests from all parts
dmlncauylmwm:robpe
tions before the committ

Steve Pazwon of the Nﬂ\h Oukland
rﬂdl\nmrslnmnlhurux
bl an “arbitrary
‘hrh.llnrdeouurlrnmry Pass.
on said

“Most ciizens would never know of the
huge increase until they bought or wold 3
Tome. "

As an alternative to the tax. Passon
cited a propasal by Rep Thomas Brown
(D-Westland) that would call foe special
sate loitery games in seven combes ta
faise- funds -
“Everyone i3 brating the lottery to
death.” DeMado interjected “Pretty soon
susmeone-ts IR 10 propose we tax sex to
pay for mass tramsit *

Other realty and home baziders assoc-
stions which spoke before the commutice
share the view that the bl would detn.
mentally affect their area of the economy
and refused to "

REPRESENTATIVES from labor were
geoerally in favor of the bill Rudolph
McCullough. who spoke for the UAW, said
s wnion’s members would support the
il

Tom Turner. presidert of the Metropol-
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for every budget

other and. we do heed mass Lranspor

m:;.‘ we think a combined auto weight * Weddings

tax and my trassfer tax makes ® Showers
it o o e e Uruon Caumer ® Groduations
un supported SEMTA but opposed the 476-3424
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“We would support any program that
called for uniform taxing of Michrgan resi-

THE CRIES of outrage drected against
*the hil were tempered by mokesmen
1mly n favoriof it

Dr. Francis Romegay of the Detron
lrhnlnnxnnd “No tssue 13 more per-
Unert 1o thiy area than development of
masy transt Many minontes would be
working if we had ¢
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