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Plan to

By JACKIE KLEIN

Mevtally handicapped youngsters arent
toculsted against all other problems of
childhood. They have some of the infinite
combinations of emotianal and behaviora!
dfficulties. .

This is one belie! that has made the
Berkiey-based Oakland Training Institute's
10 yearold program for the mertally and
physically retarded so successful. Nearly
300 young persons ages 14 to 25 are en-
rolled in the institute which operates 1n
Pontiac and. Madison Heights as well as
Berkley

A strong organization of parets of train-
able OTI students are protesting a resolu-
tion to decentralize operations

Intermediate Oakland Courty School Dis-
trict Superintendent Willam Emerson has
propesed splitting OT1 into four centers to
allow for anticipated growth and to bnng
services clser to students’ homes

LOCATIONS PROPOSED are Farm
ington. Lamphere. Pontiac and northwest
Waterford Emerson sugges:s uurk avail

X!

school districts  The intitute would be
abolished, and the same acrvices would be
provided with Lhe county and state footing
the bills. he said

A deasion on the tssue was postponed
until a 4 p.m speaia) meetng today of the
Oakland County Intermediste School
Board in Portiac Trustee Harold Bussey
of Southiield urged the delay because the
full five member board was nt present at
the last session

Bussey. also & member of the Southfield
Hoard of Education. said he would not ap-
prove Emersan’s resoltion without more
finite aswurances obout staff employ
ment and programs for studerts
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break up OTI is opposed

‘Every chiid Is an individual to us. Each one
bieeds, hurts cries and feeis rejection like ev-

eryons else, only more so.

—OTI! teacher

PARENTS AND OTI teachers havé pick-
cted the intermedute school district of-
fices, saying plans to decentralize the pro-
eram will undo Svruch that has been
;tum.na'{»b-mummm

jver "

“Our goal.” sald one OTI official, “is to
enable the student to adapt within his lumi-
tations rather tan to convert him into a
fictitious” versich of the non handicapped

Stafl memmbery say some minor miracies
have bren accopplished at OT). They tell
the story of Jifimy. 13, of Southfield who
has been in the program two years

“JIMMY WAS in'a parent-nin program
becaupe his brhavior was w0 bizarre he
wasnl acceptal -in any trainsble district,”
a teacter said “His parents were desper
#te and took um from cpe school 1o anath-
o The child was retarded and had no
sprech.

“dimmy had autistic charactenstics.
and it couldnl be determined if he was
hearingimpurtd Whatever the duagnosis.
he was consideted and was
expelled from -five traimable programs
OT] was the ofxy school willing to take a
chance with him."

The first year. Jimmy acted out hes'trus-
trations against students and teachers and
was generally destructive.But. according
to & staff member. his teachers pever lost
patience and were conv he was a
worthwhile who would shape up
once they were Bble to grt thraxgh to hum

“AT THE END of that first year, under
proper gudance, undertanding and strict
behavioe modification. Jimmy was pretty
much in cortrol and lollowed rules.” hus
teacher recalled. “The second year. he
could read a little. do some math and was
socially acceptable to his prers.”

One parers said her son was born hydro
cephalic. and .the doctor predicted he
would be a vegetable. Now 17. the boy has
been at OT1 four years. funcuons. reads at
a third-grade level and converses withmn
hislimitations!

“Every child 1s an individual to u.” an-
other teacher xaid. . “Each one bleeds.
burts, cries anfs feels rejection like every:
one else. only ore sa. We know every
facet of each personality, and the OTY pro-
@am s hghly individualized

“Every student is handled with a set of
behavioral objectives Upgrading academ-
1¢ and socia) skills takes years and we're
concerned all this will be lost if the pro-
gram 13 dismantled.”

OTI, operated by Oakland Schools and fi-
nanced by 8 sprcial education tax. with
costs shared by (he state department of
education, accomodates 15 students 1n
each classroorn  The teamteaching ap-

proach is
“Throughout the day. each chuld is in-
structed by four certihed. qualiied teach

- —
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L8 vanety of outaide activites.”

Jane. » 17-yearoid sudent, 1s typical of
young persons st the institute who are an
the dorderline between severely mentaily
impaired and trainable.

. IN-ER formative years, Jane had no"

Lmits

“There are a dozen Janes in the pro-
gam who are functioning s normally as
possible.” the mstructor said ““They really
don it into a trainable program. bt we

hande Fhat will happen 1o
them if we close OTI® They could end wp
m an instittion

tween a three. to seven-year bevel can bte
are considered tramable

“THESE ARE the ones who. with
Pabient, repetiuve iratruction, can leam to
are for their personal needs and funcuon
25 members of a lamily and socwety.” 8
*afl member sad.

“They're tauglt 10 be helpful. self.sd.
ficsent to & degree and stepdy-step Lo per
form to the best of their capacities The
Japes, the Bilies and Lhe Jahrmues have
been becawse they've been in-
tegrated in classes with more know!

Suderts could regr
esy in a wrek f they're placed i plin
tered programs.

A spokesman for the OTI parents club
alled the propased change a hagh nsk wen-
ture, a shacking surpnse and a breakdown
n rapport Parents are cancemed that the
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DOG EXHI

Sponsored by the Dog Breeders Registry of Michigan
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9:30 a.m

Pictured with the Easter Bunny i3 Hefty Snowman. American and Canad.an champion Engiish Sulidog Hefty 13 teliing Bunny
about 125 Of his triends who will be at the Mall lor this two-day event Breeders wif be displaying therr dogs and can pravide
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information on the history of their breeds
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o TRAINED DOG ACTY
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i
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