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,star needs, says, John's mother, Mrs. Diana Morrison.
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By GEORGE MASKIN 1
Sports Editor .

. The big name -in Michigan high school
track this spring has been, John Morrison of
Redford Unjon. .

But if 1 weren’t @r what.iranspired- on

* & Saturday afternoon two years ago, Morrison

| may never

! Onthat day in 1967, Morrison was 15 years
old and a spphomore at Redford Union.-He-

ave emergedias ‘Mr. Big.”

“was a menber of the Redford Union track

«varsity, butjhe wasn't making any headlines.

In most|the races he ran he-game in séc-
ond or third or ma):'pe even fourtbet as a
burdler. - g i

He didif't even®qualify to represent his
school'in the Suburban Six League champion-
ship meet. - , -

: DR .

THEN GAME THAT Satirday afternoon
Morrison and his teammates
entered the state Class A regionals. Morrison,
ithe yoangster who had done little maost of the
season, won| his way tothe state champion-
ships' the following Saturday at. Michigan: -
Stafe in Eagt Lansing. - -

' "Little did he dream that two years later

-he would come back. to Michigan State as

“Mr. Big"” d with.a scholdrship in His:
pocket fo rup for the Spartans as soon as he
finishes his [high scfiool career at Redford
Union. . ‘ . .

.

’ | . .
What di b'qualif\\:ing for the $late meet do

t' changed him from’ just a so-so

prep athlete to one who was to become
' great,” says his coach, John ]\mnlie. .

. i .
JOHN GEJS a congratulatory hug from pretty
after a big victory. .

STEAK FﬂOV!DES the praten a young track

-
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“‘Until John qualified for the state meet,
he didn't take his track very seriously. He'd ¥
fool around a littlé in practice. He didn't
realize just how iniportant it was to work .
and work and \}/ork some more.

‘ L '

“From that.day on, we found we were
déaling with a different John Morrison. His
entire attitude changed about track . . . and
abput dther things. ; N\

i
i“}{e {igured that since he had a chance

at East Lansing to compete with the sfate’s
_‘bes}, why not step out and become a standout

hirself.” 1 .
S B TN
\ MacKenzie continuéd: * °
“When he came back to school as a jun-
ior, he was more receptive to track. He could
see-for himself that if he could accomplish
arlything in track, it would pay off handsome-
1y fol him. And pay. off it has.” . ‘
: ST e e

. THE “PAYOFFS” are many, as John
well realizes as he reflects back on his last
th* years of prep competition. For example:

As a senior he won all the big meets in
the high hurdles—the league, the regional, the .
state, 'the Mansfiéld, Spartans and Schafer
relays; he was unbeaten in the lows until the
very last.step in last Saturday’s state meet #t
Egst Lansing.
-2./Hé has turned in the fastest times:byfa-

scheolboy in the hurdles in Michigan-and the
nagion; this season. .

1 1
.~~~ \a.He has been invited to partici ina

- naliun‘fa] meet in California.

‘ 4J’He could choose any college he wanted .
—a{ld! he picked Michigan State.
] ow

THERE'S A STRANGE twist about Mor-

rison.’He wasn’t always a hurdler. -

When he wént dut for track ‘at Redford
Township's Pearson junior high ‘as a ninth
grader, Morrison wanted to be a sprinter.

i - .
Pedrson’s Coach Maurice Close looked
over Morrison.
“Iihad a lot of kids who could sprint, but
nobody for the hurdles,” Close recalls.

“He was tall ar‘{d long-legged. I figured
that maybe he'd be & good one 1o try and rur |
over the hurdles. So we changed him over.”

left) Co-Captain Jim Lagana, Coaches Charles Pat-
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TRACK PRINCIPALS at Redford Union are {from }

L

. . L
RI'S JOHN MORRISON shows the furdiing form that brought him national fame.

Lo

Thus bejan the Morrison-hurdling story.

He ran only the highs at Pearson.
When he switched to Redford, Union, Mac- *
Kenzie figured that he could use Morri-
son in the/low sticks and also in the high
Jump. - : .

As time passed at Redford Unioy and
Morrison found himself developing as a
hurdler, he-devoted more and more time to
the support. | T

) .
“I'd say another important' lift for John
was when'he would beat Dennis Fifield reg~
ularly during his junior year,” MacKenzie
added. ‘Fifield was considered a first-rate -
hurdler on his own, and it meant a great deal

to Morrison when he could beat a runrier with .

Fifield's ability t6 the finish line.”
. * * .
MacKENZIE DECLARES that Morrison
is one of the most knowledgeable trackmen

he has_ever coached.
. '

“He studies the other events, like the dis-, )

tances and the field events,” the coach added.
“In this way, he has been a terrific inspgra-
tion to his teammates and made a greaieo-
captain for us this past season. X

“Morrison like the rest of our boys felt
Jast winter that this might be their year to
win it all—the league, the stale tha various .
major relays. ) .

“To achieve their goal they'd go all out.

“Many mornings, they'd run four and
five miles before going to school 40 get .in
their quantity work. Then in the after.

. noon, after school, they'd get in their
qualify work when they'd be tinied, etc.

“These kids weren't selfish .. .. and the
least selfiyh of all was Morrison, despite all
the fame ahd all the glory that came his way
and all the pressure situafions he encoun-
tered.” ) -

. . * * - 'J

HOW DOES MacKENZIE rate Morrison
with the stale'éher great schoolboy hur-
_dlers of the paxt—Rex, Cawley from Farm-
_ington, John Tipton of Pontiac Central and
Hayes -Jones of .Pontia¢ Central—each of
' whom has gone on to internationak fame?

!

“It's tongh t6 compare one against the
other,” MacKenzie said. {‘But this much I'm
sure of: Cawley. Tipton and Jones all ‘were

{ e~ i

terson )a_nd John MacKenzie, Co-Captain John Morri-
son.
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And ‘now John Morrison has
nis times and performances, he's,

super-sta

one, too.” H
As for Morrison, his biggest praise is for
coach MacKenzie. : ! i
“He helped me tremendously’in many
ways, but what he did for 2ll of us on the
team was to get us great meets this year
‘.. .rlike the Mansfield relays. We went
against the best competition possible gad
that's important,” Morrison declared.

_ -
- That John has turned out to be a stellar!

trackman probably doesn’t surprise those in

his family. | [ )

His grandfather was a great sprinter . -
who ran and beat the famed.Paavo Nurmi
and later starred at Assumption College in
Windsor. . Nl :

John's dad..also John, participated in the «
‘pole vault at Pershing High. But{the senior,
John never was a. standout. B

But Morrison's mother and dad and twé
sisters, Cathy and Suzie, are aliyays there to
cheer John. Cathy is nqy at Pearson Junior
High. Suzie fs in grade s&ool‘ .

All'of which means to the lament of coach . »
MacKenzie: He's seen the last of the Morrj-
ion clan for ér:Ck - uggess‘someday Joh

as a son and he gr}\vs up as a trackman at
Redford Union. o
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JETT'SPETTING Zﬂd
in LIVONIA MALL

Iz . 4
4 _' (Cruwlgv Court}

ALL BABY TAME ANIMALS
© ’FOR YOUR CHILDREN °

. TO SEE AND PET —

. . -
incliding a baby Elephant, Ant\ fater,
Goats, Ducks {with personality), Roosters,
Llamas (over 40 domtestic and exotic
species to feed and handle).

[Free to view — 25¢ to feed and pet)
. '
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; CLARENCEVILLE AF.S | "
“ " CEDAR POINT BOOTH
. {sears Court)

. Selling tickets at the . L3
Mouday, June 2 to Saturday, June 6
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lhere's always
something going on at

LIVONIA
MALL =2
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