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Farmington’s future stymies

experts studying district

* By RON GARBINSKI

Compiling an accurate forecast of Lhe
Farmingion School District’s future enroll
menta is & problem for school officals

When administrators must comider such

{actors as reddentlal growth. the

[t sometimes becomes frudraling cven
for researchers with the moet sophis.
itcated forccasting met!

"No one has an accurate handie on just
what the [ure will be in the Farmnington
area.” says Bruce Robinson. of
Reports in Farmington Hills. a nationally
recognimd real estate market research
firm

“Every school disirict has problems.
and it is very difficult to predict demogra:
phic figures when there are so many vana.
bles 1o consider.” he continurs

“80 THE question always will be what
do you do with the schools during penods
of declining enroliments*

1t would be good if someone could pre-
dict which schools should stay open and
which oncs should clase.” Robuwson ex.
plains. “but (he amwers armt that easy
to find *

Robanson recently completed a demogra
phuc study of the Farminglon School [hs.
trict to see what the future holds for the
district’s enrollments.

The Farmington School District 1 fore
casting 14.500 students lor the 197877 aca.
dernic yrar That's down ¢4 (rom the pre.

IMPACT ANALYSIS UPON
FARMINGTON SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
ACCELERATION ANNUAL RATE
Completion of I-275 +6.0%
Completion of Twelve Oaks Mall < 3.0%
Completion of sewer/water extension < 20%
letion of CBD
at 12 Mite and Farmington Rds. L 20%
Re-zoning «10%
Master plan Approval < 1.0%
Detroit Busing L05%
DECELERATION
Continued Workmens Compensation -3.0%
Continued Unempioyment (above 10% rate) -30%
Continued Energy Problems 30%
Continued Local Adverse Publicity . 20%
Continued Industrial Park Move-outs 20%
1976 Automobile Strike -10%
' '
Robinson Reports conducted an tmpact analysis upon the
Farmington School District that reveals percentage increases or
'd:;:,e':us in total school enroliments when atfected by individual

%ﬂ total efroliment as
um

sent school yeat
o Sept M. 19

His research & ) [roven what district ad-
ministrators h (:2 telieved all along
There is a protirt; with dedining enroll-
ments In the draike. b there will be
good news in the future

“You can expect a tonunued school en-
rollment decline. o' S0 per yrar for the
nest two of three years Then an upturn i
cxpecied  Robinsm

““We are going thrbugh a {rustrating peri-
od. People are relocaing in the area The
younger market ts going to be experienc
ing growth. bukinot right now.” the re-
searchet sayy.'

“Thete cant”.1 growth when you cantin-
ue to hase moveouts from the comemunity
and school enre 'ménts continue to drop.”
he says. “But f ihe next few years. \here
will be a resurg e in enroliments in the
Farmington dis “fct

By mn:mm nwd analyus of the
school ditnict. 3 mon_shows that the
continoed decline 1n enrollments is due to
several ‘important Iactors

'-mmms",n‘ WORKMEN'S com-
pensation paymirts: 4, farang many in-
Gxtties od of the

plans of ocal firms, mm explans.

“Unemployment + jwres of more than
10 per cent are affect’ ¥ fambes in the dis-
it Just these fac 13 will decrease en-
mllmﬂlu each yeal by about three per

‘mvnl ml—r-u '} tactors wall help in-

s

crease enroltments in the distnct and par
tially offset the drcines.

“The completion of Interstate I1$ will
have a great impact on the community
and will help increase enroliments at a siv
per cent annusl rate.” he continues

“This ts probably the most important
consideration. at least to me as & rescarch
er. that we found when prepanng the de-
mographic report for the school district.

“The freeway syztem will be an artery
right to the Farmungton area. making it 3
mass ditnbution center for the seven
county regon "

Adding 1o the incentives of locating with
m the freeway sytem of [ 9. 6% and |
773, companues would be able to chose be
tween two (lass A mdwstral parks.

“It is rather unwsual for & community
the size of Farmington to have two (lasc
A parks, bat it provides added incentite
for firms.” Robinson explains.

OTHER FACTORS that will help acceier
e enrollments m the ditrxct are the com
pletion of the Twelve Oaks Shopping Ma'l
n Nowi and the ¢ on of sewer and
water sydems i sections of Farmungton
Hails,

Completion of » central business dis.
trict at Twetve Mile and Farmungton roade
will have a defmite impact an enroilmenty’
We have found that # would help increase
school enrollments at least two per cont
per year.” the researcher says.

Other factors such 2 a total remmung of
the communty for moustmal purposes

‘Continped on page (V1

To fight cancer

Sister Loretta

By CORINNE ABATT
er Loretts Anp Walsh of Farmungton

volved when
funds for . Dr.! Arline Schmeer's fight
agane cancer . G

Dr. Schmeer i : - Domincan mun who
has discovered a b verful anticancer fac-
tor in fresh clams. . he will be the guest of
honor at & brunch in Farlane Manor in
Deaborn st noon-Sunday, May 2

Dr. Schmeer. dv perately needs funds to
continue her rﬁx ch until she quahfies
for government Mmﬂhmm the Natian-
2l Imstitutes ctA Meatth. NTIL

Junior high kids figh

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

The Farmington school board will re-
ceive an SOS (rom Farminglon Junior
High School at Tuesday's meeting

Students banded together in a Save Our
School (S0S1 movement to convince the
toard (hat there is a need for the school

Anne Carey. Diane Kangas and Erin
Kansman started the group when Lhey real
1zed that the board was considering closing
their achool

They call lht Junior high “the best
school in town

School board member Dr Menvyn Ross
has called the school “the oidest. most ex-
pensive school lo maintain

The building’s age. a decrease in junior
high school enroliments and the achool's
utilty costs have prompted discussions
M cloung the school for the last two

"\’UU DONT THINK of the bulding.”
Diane 3aid

“1's 2 small school and the teachery can
work with us. individually.” Anne sad
1t 1sn't necessary to have ar cond-
Loring and carpeting in a school. such as
Wamer Junior High. the pris explained
“We don't hnstu have all that.” Diane

The petitions .
d.mnql?ldlyh ithe giris They
lected and verdld 42

ok
na

Gala event awaits Farmmgton

By CORINNE ABATT

With Marion Boese of Farmington in
command, (he May 29 Bicentennial Ball is
fast shaping up as one of this year's most
clegant events

Four hundred red. white and biue in-
vilations were in (he mail earlier this
month. and the smaller red. white and
blue RSVPs are already (Imin‘ n

The dinner-dance he cham-
ber of commerce will be in llt Baatford
Inn. and 312 persons ts the maximum Lhe
committee is prepared lo hande

M Boese, in super, well-organiaed (ash-
on started the planning lest mber
with cochairmen John Anhut and Bill Flat-

tery.

Along with these two resourceful help-
ers. she formed & committee which repre-
senta o variety of professional talents Flor.
it Fran Lespearance is doing traditions)
colonial dried table certerpieces which
will be given away at the tail.

ETIIB, ROBISCOE and Qreriotte Stu-
det desipned. and are now making. red,
white and blue programs witfi e cover of
patrictic velour cutouts
‘The programs are one of 8 number of
lovely mementoes which who attend
the $17.50 per person function will have as

keepsal
Last fall Mrs. Boese ordered gold. bicen-
tennial motif pendarts as favors for the
women. And lucky, too, that she was think-
Ing way ahead They were delivered in
bozes and since (hat wasn the de-
sired box color, they were retumed and ar.
nvedhllnud white and blue contain-

ms detalled pumm; and lmnluu
ahead 1s just the sort of thing Mrs
does 30 wel) and enjoys.

L] 1

Since It is to have a president's ball
theme, commitice member Jack Callendet
obtained large pictures of al! of the United

States presidents through the
people.

S0 those st the ball will find themselves
seated at President Washingion's table or
91 tabies of President Buchanen's, Lincoln.
Kennedy, Eisenhower and on through the
list of American leaders

Each table will be qarlanded with red
and white fibbons, and each will bave its
own wine in & collector’s ilem decanter

Disneyland

These, like the ‘centerpieces, will g0 to
draw winners

Given & wrrnt. clear. late spring eve-
ning, Baker's six-piece orchestra
wil] be out on the patio for dancing during
l!d after the '“Q"’ dnner

WH‘lu' '\3.1 mentioned as
optional on U ) initations. Mry. Boese
-yuumwawnmymunphm
period costunt ;. Some are making
own. (Mrs Bgse.is having hers made.)
Others are i veigating rental possi-
hlmu No ma et Wwhat the source, the pe-

sent the colory
Along with members of the F-rmmﬂa\
mImeTee.

cials from both cities, thase o n- m
list include olficlals and bcenterniis] com-

trons with being tn pro-
viding her with fif 43 to work with in the
planning ordmng She says all of
mmmhlmmmmm
patron fist”

RESTALRATELR (HU(K MUER was
ane person who agreed o help in the fun-
raiang effort Sister Loretta Ann dr
by s Farmingon restaurant. Clam-
ARgers. 1o acknowledge s help and thank
hum for a check he recently sent to Sigter
Atline st the American Medical Center 10
Denver where <he 15 director of Manne
Studie.

Whule at the (Clamdiggers. Sister Loretta
Ann admitted. *1 have never eaten a raw
dam 1 suppose 1 should smee | am talk
tng abot them all the tme”

That was all it took [n a few mumges
there was a large. 10ed platier of Chernys,
tone< on the half shell in frort of her.

24Pages

Sister Loretta Ann Wa!sh gnmaces a bit as Chuck Muer, owner

of the Farmington Hilts “Clamdigger”

restaurant. offers her a

taste of her first clam. Muer and S:ster Loretta recently worked
on a fund-raising project to gathes money lor cancer research.

{Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

tries a treat

She hifted onc oyt with 3 <mall fork
gave it 3 Jong bk and <aid brioee down
ng i They re very nantous 24 |
hould try them  shouldnt 17

She did and agreed after several mice
that 1t was indeed a taste you Rare to ar

quire.

Nat long after Muer decded Sister alen
hould learn how 1o opm clame He
wrapped 2 big apron 3t her wart <howed
her the clam knife. demonstrated the tech.
mique and watched dosely as she clasped
the unnpened clam deep i the palm of her
hand and pushed the kmfe at the place
where the shrils meet

Since 1t x Aot an easy thing to master

CRM off Mucr opemed the clam and
popped the delicacy into his mouth while
Siter foretta Ann watched.

She watched im suck m the pace and
asked  Are vou sure these clxms are

Abwluely .

Muer ran a Clams for Cancer campaign
from Dec. 15 to Feb 2810 his three Ohio
and thrre Michigan resaurants.

(lam eaters downed 10817 “Sister Ar-
line Cherrydone - Clame™ and raised
4108170 for the cancer rescarch,

The clam eater's pft of five cents per

‘Contiawed oa page 14

t to keep open school

achool that houses 540 studemts

Some students were abaert [rom school
because they were on 8 school trp. Erm
explained

The girls admutted that the om section
of the buildmg is m poor repmir. but they
bebeve that school spirit and me teachers
compensate for any archrectural defi
oenc

ey
“The teachers are swper nxe.” Emn
said “The whole structure of our school v
the teachers and the kids—especially the

Dinner hours
are hazardous

in the last year.

Results of the survey showed that € per
cent of these (ires started i e kitchen,
with the peak time betwem Sand $pm.

principal  Willam Chamwn—he's super
nee

1f the students were bused ta anather jun
tor high. some may not be able t attend
rutra curncular actiibes. they saud

“MANY TIMES A TEACHER with a big
elass cant work wuth you. mdwidually
Enn sad “She mught ask rou o stay
fter school 1f you take a b you cand
fome after school

ANNE CAREY

inside

News Sectios A
Crackertarrel A
Sports L)
Seberten Life Section B
Classtlied Section C

1 doa't like getting shafted around.”
Dane says
Students argue that dusing Farmington
Juntor High School students to other
wchools would be a”new experme for the
school board
“The new butes would need new money
and gas 1o operate If FJH was closed. we
would «pend just a3 much money on the
buses  said student Marshall Anderson
The move would separate [nends. the
@rly said They also believe that they
wnuldn t enjov school sctivities us much 1
a stram school
The tigges! year at nmlmm Jundor
High 1o the ninth grade.” Diane explaned
“There's the mnih grade dance snd the
ninth grade banquet ~
Jumor high school students rterested i
athletics would be separated from
cnaches.

It's Nike starting afl over.” Dune
2dded. explaming that her brother. Kevin,
a seventh grader st the school. would have
to become acquainted with & new coach
and a2 new team

“MY BROTHER knows the cosch and
the coach has heiped him, she explained

“We like this school.” Eric Kansmen
sad Al of our riends are here”

“1f you, close aur school.” she wrote in &
hand delivered letter. “we will all be sepe-
rated Then we will have to make friends
all over again Please take very o
rously We wouldn't put
we didn't care "

L]
i
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SUMMER BLISS

Farmingion editor Steve Barnaby
recalls how he first fell in love with
the bemties of Michigan n hs
Crackerbarrel Dedste column o
page A
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