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Other schools eyed
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8y RON GARBINSKI

Farmington Junior High School will
close its doors 10 students at the end of the
197378 school year

In a 51 vote Tuesday night. the Farm.
inglon School Board sccepted an adminis-
trative recommendation to close the
school. Trstee Mike Shriece dissented

For more than two hours, Lhe board lis.

lack of funds to keep it operating effi-
clenily. administrators said

"l can justify cutting supplies. pro-
Frams and other things needed In the dis.
trict in order 10 keep Farmington Junior
ixrn said Board Presidert William Cor.
iss.

“It the district cannat pustily kecping
five funior high schools tn the district

u

react to emotions 11 we feel the district
cant efficiently operate the five junlor
highs, then we must do what is best for all
sudents.” he said

“The district has been considering closing
Farmington Junior High for at least two
years Because of a sieady decline in the
number of students attending the school.
school officials say students must make
the adjustment to new

“We have {0 say that the district has

~Cloning the school will mean uprooting
the studenis and making them adjust 1o
new schools The administration doesn

n .

Pass-fail system pitobé
launched by district

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmiaglon editor

The pass-(ail grading syxtem will be ex.
panded tn the Farmingion School District
next year

The school bonrd soted llus week to
have the curriculum commitiee. tn con-
Junction with Assistant Superiniendent
Lewis Schulman. map out a plan to be con.
sidered by the entire board

The study was propmed by Trustee Gary
Lichiman

1 don sce any reason why this couldn
work.”" he told the board thiy week “I've
wanted to see this concept expanded for
years | wanl to get something in motion
and off dead center.”

Presently. the district has a limited
passfail grading system which is dis-
bursed among the varioun juniof and sen.
1or high schools But. lichtman would Iike
fo see the concept ex %0 students
wouldn 't be chealed out of a scholarship or
membership in an honor socicty because
of a low grade in something lixe physical
education or music

Lloyd Pelton of

ALTHOUGH THE toard agreed with
fichtman that & study should be made.
some feservations were expressed

I hope It i1 being suggested that stu-
derts take classes in which théy can get

If it is, § thunk we've in a lot of
trouble,” said Trustee Mite Shy

He suggested students be allowed to take
4 pass(all grade in classes after having
completed graduation requirements

Trustee Anne Struble expressed oppom-
tion to the the concept. saying stodents

d be required to take courses which
give them a “well-rounded” education

“1 think H is unrealistic to avoid courses
1o get honors St must have the cour-
age 1o take courses in which they might
not do well,” she mid

“They've got to leamn to take chances
That's life.”” she commented

Licthman lashed out at Ms Struble’s re-
marks. saying she was expecting too much
from the students

“You're saying that some student in the
scventh or eighth grade is supposed to
make a gutsy decision | don think & per-
won that age is capable A lot of people 1n

Farmington sits on the hood of his 1857

Chevrolet Nomad. He recently had his life-tong collection of

poetry published.
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Be ready when your Ob-
server & Eccentric carner
stops by to collect this
week. And when you pay, &
don't forget to save the
receipt. I's worth its face
value towards the next
classitied ad that you
place.

their 4 are incapable of making such a
decision.” Licthman

for all people impagn
people who are acadernically talented.” he
aid
“Il wasnl urtil this year that we've
e scademicall

Rrudle Is in sympathy with those pro-

Baard Presidert William Qorliss said he
supported the pass fail notion. but with res-
ervations

1 only support this on an optional pro-
gram. Some students may want their
£rades recorded for yocational courses s
they 100 caild receive scholarships in their
areas of interest.” he zaid
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Poet publishes

Lreentrir

Farmingion, Mickigia

munity and projections for immediate fu-
ture incresses is
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(Continned oa page 141

or high to shut down

Connie Glowacki (center) and Anne Carey (left). both eighth

' grade students at Farmingto
student's “Save Our School
board meeting Tuesday night t
the closing of Farmington Jun

year. See related pictures on page 3

Mauthe)

College and enlisted the aid of wnstructor

He read the poerns. liked them and con-
ferred with Mrs  Pettit about some
changes 0 the punctuabon
Seewng her father's poetry published ' a
Paperback edtion 13 the culmmation of an
Wiea that formed when she was 10 vears
old. She had taken her father's poemns to
school and read a few to the class
*1 remember my father told me.' “Now.
donY you lose one * And 1 lost one. she re.
calls sheepeshly

rs that tears stood in her
eves a9 she read 1o her classmates 8 poem
shout 2 Lttle girl who had died
1 thought they were fantastic then and
1 do now.” she wys
" She faund two local bookstores that are
willing to carry the book. B Dalton. Rook.

n Junior Hgh School. lead the

movement to the districts schoot

0 have their opinions heard about
ror High at the end of the school
(Statf photo by Harry

homespun tales

seller. Northland. and the Little Professor
Bookstore. Orchard Mall

Pehan hasn wntten any poems. Lately
He devetes huis time to his two clasic
cars. a 1955 Chestolet and a 1957 Chevrolet
Nomad

He 13 particularly proud of the Nomad. o
model which was produced briween 195
%

My vacatons are sprt in pnkyards.”
Mrs Ardth Pelton s2ys. with & laugh and
2 sigh Pelton’s hobby has forced her car
ot of the garage and onto the driveway

The tougher the going the more
corage we mix As far a8 we
care. s the world versus stx And
what a tough battle that sphere's
gong 10 gt T she muzes with
us, she's seen nathuing vet

Radio theft, shoplif ting
boost city crime figures

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmingiee cfiter

In & report before city council this week.
Sefety Director Daniel Byrnes said
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frehending mpre offenders. ” saxd Bytmes

Hems among thueves

During the firt quarter of ths year. 12
tarceny of motor vehicle parts were report-
el an increase of 21 over last year's first
Quarter

While shopifting and mso sccessory
theft are on the increase. aggravated as-
ults

have decreased 39 per cent and for.

“Most notsble decreases are van.
viola-

Part 111 offenses. wtuch conust
cellancoun complaints. have increased
per cert over the same period in 1973,
sad

“Increases m Part 111 cnmes are nor-

for demands for
which normally (all in the Part (Il cate-
oy he sid

Juverile complaints sre down X

PART I OFFENSES are down 3 per  creased by 4 per cent
cent over the mme tn 1973, wd
Byrnes Part 11 offermes nctade van-
dalism, drug viclations. driving under the ““Total increases for Part |, {1, and 111 of-
iefloence of alcohol, disorderly offerses  ferses was five per cent than the-

more
same period in 1937 he said



