Oakland U. matman
tries for Olympics

DBy DAVE STOCKMAN

More than a decade of dedicated wres.
Uing by Rochester resident John Major
will culminate next month with the Olym-
pic Trinla. the second leg tn qualifying for
the 158 U'S Otympic team

The six-fool, 250 senior 19 prac-
Ucing dally o grapple with the heavy
weights of Russia, Bulgaria and Poland in
the GrecoRoman division of wrestling in
Montreal

After competing on Rochester High
School's first wrestling team in 1967,
Major has reeled off trophies and ribbons
o rapidly that he doesnl have to prepare
for the Olympic Trials by attending the
tramning camp for the country’s top pros.
pect

s

Organizers are letting John work out and
wrestle at his preferred pace so he will be
ready when the candidates for the nation's
Olympic wrestling team are trimmed to
six after three grueling daye of tnals on
May 16 through 18

Il try my best at the tnals.” says the
pride of Hochester If | can keep away
from inyunes, 1 think my chances of mak
g the tcam are sound

MAJORS COACH at Oakland Univer.
wty, Max Hasse. fecls the same way.
“John has an outstanding chance of qual-
ifytng for the Olympic team.” aaid H
“Especially 1If he can remain healthy for
all three days

Competing in the games is the dream of
many bt the reality of few Like Sheila
Young. Mark Spitz. Spencer Haywood and
Jim Ryan, competing with athletes from
the cntire world 1s only attained by win.
ning. loaing. leaming and galning expe-
ience in head-o-head competition with out-
standing opponents Major hav gone that
route

He captured the national Amatcur Athlet-
i Union (AAL't Greco-Roman heavy
weight titke In 1973 and won brth the AAL
and United States Wresthing Federation
(USWE) championships In Michigan from
1972 through 1976 o

Major placed as runnetup in the USWF
rationals 1n 72 and was America’s alter-
nate choree to siiver medal winner Chnis
Taylot 1n Munich

At Russia’s World Games in 1973, Major
gained a third-place medal A year later.
he took another third. this time at Lhe
AAU nationals He won a fourth at the
ame AAL cvent in 197

BESIDES WINNING the Michigan chap
ter of the AAL and USWF events this

year. Major placed fourth at the AAU na-

clbow injury He placed second in the
Great Lakes [ntercoliegiste Athletic Con-
ference (GLIAC) championships afler a
compiting 2 198 1 dual meet récord at Cak.
land this past season

But collegiate wrestling Is (reestyle, and

suit

John is eyeing the Olympic Trials, bt
what comes after the games in Montreal*
3 PN (Al my requirements at OU next
fall for a major in social studes and a
minor in pydeal education.” said Major
“With that 1 hope to teach. in addition to
coaching wrestling

“I'm looking forward to being a college
coach someday.”
1t takes more than abulity to coach any
sport. and Hasse believes Major possesses
all the necessary ingredsents “He has a
great atlitude 1o go alang with his wres
Uing skilly.” said Hasse ““John has benefit-
ted our wrestlng program al Oakland
grestly Hell make a fine coach

The Rochester resident is in top shape
for the trials. although he has lost 25
pounds since lipping the acales st 280 sit
months ago He dill measures an incred-
ible 20 tnches around the nech. with an im.
pressive 3 waist and S4 chest

He's taking matters one at 8 time and
the weight loss will add quickness to his su-
perior abilily in downing opponents His
skills will de tested al the trisls when
America’s best grapplers vie for a potition
on the tram

ALL BUT six will be eliminated, and
those remaining will train for two morths
Another Lhree will be cut before the open-
ing ceremonies, and that will lcave two al-
ternate and the tumbet one man. who
will be (his country’s top Greco Roman
wrestler

Major has the potential to 'be matching
the men of the world st Mortreal

Since he won the Oakland A’ champion-
ship as & funior at Rochester High. Major
has prepared for the Olympics by com-
peting with wrestlers from Michigan, the
US and other foreign countnes

The time has come far Major to make
his mark at the trials. the final camp in
his pursuil of a gold medal at the 76

rames
“But right now. 1'm just looking forward

o the trials in Ohio,” said Major. who 13

taking things one siep al a time,

OU ‘9’ doing well

By GLENN BUNTING

Gakland Univeraty's baseball team s
cmbining incredible youth fine pitching
and the Dheters family i racg to an tm.
presuive 51 Great Lakes Intercollegate
Athletie Canference 'GLIAC mark

The allcommuter squad contany 14
freshmen and seven sophomores. most of
whum have played prommnent roles n
carly Pioneer wins.

Firstyear head coach Dirk Dictery
along with son Dirk T.. have acquired sev
eral Junior college tramsfers alang with
some outtanding high school recruts o
molding thin year's team.

o of Dieters’ top tramders are son
Nabs and Jim  both of whom are regular
nheld starters Al (amuly  favortism

adide. Bob a junior catcher o hitting .

around the 400 mark whie ophomare
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FAMILIES

For people in the
helping professions

SAT., MAY 8
10AM-5PM

learn About: ¢ Different kinds of
family systemy * Techniques used
with fomilies * Stoges of family
counseling
Learn How to- ® Work with children
and odults to help them grow ond
change within their family system
Limited Enroliment
$25 FEE » LUNCH
INCLUDED
Send $10 dapost betore May §

HOUSTON/ABRAMSON
ASSO

Batty Mourton, MSW, ACSW
Connie Abromion, MA
Orchard Building
29226 Orchard Loks. So

of 12 Mile, Suite 283, Farmington

shontetop Jim anchors  strong defenuve
wt.

Despite thewr youth. the Dreters’ clan see
themselves. along with Ferms and Wavne
State. as the favorites to win the GLIAC
crown Hegardless of the amowtt of <uc.
cesw encountered this spnng. it's a satd
bet that the Pioncers will be the league's
baschall power when 1ts youth matures.

OAKLAND 1S DOING surpessmgh well
after a dosen games tha spnng

Since their 10<day trip to Flonda. which
included several top collegate opponents.
the Pionecr own a respectable 7§ record
The only team that hav swept a twin bii
trom Oakland ths year 1 the Unrvereay
of Taledo

After splitting a doublehcader with East
ern Michigan on the strength of a four-run
<eventh inning rally in the opener. and To
Tedo's sweep, Onkland opened the GLIAC
wcason with Wayne State

OU split a pair of 10 game« with the Tar-
tars in bitter 30.dcgree lemperatures
Wayne's flex Ledbetter was wiely
wble for the split with hn mconsstent
play.

Ledbetter collected three hts 1n the open-
et off pitcher Dan Green. and drove in the
game's only run But 1n the nghtcap. he re-
versed roles and dropped a perfect theow
at hirst base with two oul and the bases
loaded to allow the game's only taly

Dave Jones of Troy pioked up the win.
fanning 10 Tartars on a twohitter The Pio-
neers then returned home for a pair of
doubleheaders with league foes -
wood and Hillsdale. their fird on Ouk-
land's field. -

On Wednesday. {reshmen Grex Ifinger
and Mike Michelski combned o hold
Northwond 10 a total of two runs and sux
huts in sweeping both ends of tie twin byl
82 and 80 .

In the opener. sophomore Wak Duch-
arme’s pinchhit threerun homer and
treshman Jerry Monette's sobo blast provd-
«d all the firepower (ffinger needed. The
Burmungham southpaw stnxck out eight
Northwood batters and surrendered two
unearned runs tn the fourth when the vis-
tors assumed a shortlived 20 lead

MICHELSK] WAS superb m the night-
cap. giving up only a first ning bave hit
and fanning |1 Jerry Monette belted anoth-
or solo shot. while junior brother Dan cob
lected three hits and two rune batted 0
Both Monettes and Michelski are gradu-
ates of Madison Heights Lamphere High
School
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- .OPEN HOUS®

Thursday, Friday, Saturday ® April 29-30 ® May 1st

‘ NOON-8 PM ’ '
8-3

You are invited to join with us in getting into
the spirit of Spring — it's been o long cold
winter.

Spring means lawns need to be mowed, flow-
ers planted, and gardens prepared. This will be
a chore to some — a snpp to others.

Come see our selection of products that make
summer lawn care activities more enjoyable. Se-
lections include the Cadet Riders, Lown, and
Gorden Tractors, Rotary Tillers, Shredders,
Power Washers and other quality International
Harvester products.

Free balloons for the children and savings for
you. Let us help turn your @ days to

Register For
FREE DOOR PRIZE
Drawing for free
push mower will
be he!d Sot. ot 3 pm.

on these
items and
yov'll save

$$8 |

Cadet Tune-Up

SPECIAL

! One each: Spark Ply,
® Set of Points o Air’
Filter ® 2 qts. Ol

OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL

Spring Service
Special

FREE
MOWER BLADE
SHARPENING

INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER Co.

31666 Eight Mile Road. Farmington

476-0960




