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As warning against tornado in Hills
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OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

(F)IA

Council questions effectiveness of sirens

By RON GARBINSX)

public service director John Dert In a let-
ter to the city councl
Alter discussing the plan at ks meeting

Monday night, the council decided o table
the until Oty Manager George Major-
oa looks feasibility and effective
ness of sl waming In Farmington
Hi

lis.

“I'm of (he opinion that sounding the

sirers will have two eflects on T res

derts of our city.” said councl member-
Dudley. .

Hills probes
voter turnout

Since low voter participation ts alwayy a
lem. especially in local elections the
armington Hills (ity Council has decided
10 do something about Improving voker

turmout

At its meeting Monday rught. the council
voted to form a voter participation com
mittee Lhat would look into way< of increas.
ing_voter turmouts

The commitiee will conust of & mne
member strering board appointed by the
mayor and a gencral commitlee of inter
ested citizens

The proposal Lo lorm the commuttee was
preserded to the council by the Farm
ington Democratic Club beeatre it fcit Tow
voter participation 13 hindening elections

“The Farmington Demacratic Club rev
ommends that the ciies of Farmungton
and Farmington Hills establish com-
muttees for the purpose af coming up with
frcommendations for improving voter par-
ticipation in elections. pafticularty those at
the local level.” Aldo Vagnozo. chairper
o0 of the Democratic (1ub told the city
council.

“SUCH COMMITTEES should include
representation (rom (he ity councals. local
election officials and inferested organiza
tions, such as the league of Women
Yoters. political party committees. hame
owner council and others.”” Vagrozn sad.

ARer considening the proposal. the city
council decided 1o imit the steening com

miltee to those persons appointed by
Mayor - Earl Opperthauscr and selected
from area political grougs [t would leave
the general commitiee open for
who would volunteer for such activity
“There is always a problem of getting
people Involved in elections.” Council
Member Joan Dudley said. *“The more resi-
denls we gel involved. then the more
people will come out to vole becaune they
want to see the results of their work.”
While explaining his club's propasal to
the counall. Vagnoin pointed out the coun
cil must do something to increase election
tumouls :

While it may be futile. at least we
should try.” he xaid “As you know, there
was ohly about 2 30 38 per cont turnow 1n
a lot of our elections

Voters have turnout o times as high as
90 per cent for presidential elections and
6650 per cent fr local and state elec
uons”" he continued

Hut | think we shuld do better than
anly 11 per cent a3 was the case in the laxt
clection here in Farmington 1l the
club chairman explained

The city council should laok at the low
voter (urnout and make suggestions
we can improve it. If we set up this com.
muttee 1t should look at. the cammunty
and see how Il can improve voter educa.
tion and remind residents of election
Vagnozn concluded

Off on a tangent

i
i
g i; 4.4
i ¢t

%
i
i
{
1{F

i

i
s

i
i
i

i

:

:
i
]

g8 5
5k §

i

" Farmingtlon-area residents should watch
where they drive on Grand River during the
ngxt few weeks as construction workers pre-

erstion. The people in the cty Det | have
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In town

Harry Mauthe)

pare to raise manholes and prepare curbs for

Sailors have more fun

By RON GARBINSKI

1t was just like in the movies. offering
the same suspense. terror and excitement

And being the advocate o any spon
tanenus adventure, | seized the opportu.
nity recently to enjoy #n aftemonn out
with two Farmington policernen.

Now. just for a moment. thare with me
this storybook ending.

There he stood for & brief moment that
sfiernoon. eyrs ganng scross the ke
from betund hus wheel. taking in every de-
tail of the scene before us Cool. expr
denced, the perfect skipper of any ship—
Sg1. Ray Cranston of the Farminglon Hilly
Police Department

Next to him stood hs firg mate. &t least
for Ihis voyage—Sgt. John Maxwell of the
Farmingion Public Salety Department..

And then there was his crew, off again
on another tangent. sitting back and just
observing the whole xitustion—Farminglon
Otnerver & Feoeninic’s roving reporter.

BELOW DECK were John's daughter
Joy and her two friends, John and Ronnue,
enjoying their first excursion on a Greal
Lakes sallboat

What started lo be a relanng two hour
il to Ray’s new sailbost mooring ofered
s more than that. 1l was the perfect ad
venture to cure (he mud-week Hues

AU lirst 1t was overcad bt that soon

. Weather reports indcated condi
lions would change. allowing us & easy
breeze for a smooth sail into Ray’s new

home port

Sails ngged and a sevendnot wind to
our backs, the captain and his crew sct
ot For a while il was fun leasng back
and taking in the desires of .. ‘ulyevr
rng cruise on lake S Loar

The captain, standing boidly benina has
wheel. shouled commands He soon antics
pated troubie. e sensed it as did his first

mate.

And then unexpectedly for we. it hit
Qear onc minute and the pert we were
wnable to see 80 feet

Our captain became our only hope Our
boat began to shake with the wind. Rain
surrounded s Waves were lopping the
foredeck.

But the captain and his first mate didn't
Toned by years of experience ex.
danger. they took it all in stride

worked the Jib lines and the crew astisted.

Somehow &t seems different looking at
the water while sailing alorg at & ¢S-de-
gree angle with the sun warming the lake

Somehow as ourselves for
what was to come, It seemed 50 lotally dif-
ferent that afterncon with the whitecaps.
rain and clanging of the lines against the
bost’s frame

Different from any other sailing ‘sdven.
1ure this roving reporter had ever encoun-

againat the sail-

from the ship, Cranstan gave the order o
It go our tines. For several moments, #t

tered.
With the waves.

was movie Lime again and we wrre the
herus We would make #t back 1o share.
bt something would have to happen to
thicken the

At imes |t seemed like we would tip, but
(his captain wouldnt aliow that. not
aboard his ship

Other times It seemed as if we were
going to take on the wivle lake, bt our
captain and his first mate saved the day.

With the arder to releme sails given. |
was 1o take gown the fib Soaking wel. my
Jeam tightened to g

1 eased fmy way 10 the frant of the boal,
waves covering my (et ax | crawled
around the deck.

Once aft, 1 began (o reicase the pib line
from the magt With one breeze and then
another. 1 found myme!! hoiding orto the
wooden railing over the cabin. chest
Nushed against the toat with my legs blow-
ing freely In the wind

SOMEROW, ABOUT the anly thing thet
rushed through my rmind at that me was
thet | was hungry and a peanct buster-
and-jelly sandwich would taste grest right
bout

al then.
As the captain maintained hie “Mis.

i
chuef” on course: the first mate and crew
sttempted to bring down the pib.

As Ureleased the. line. Maxwe!l pulied i
the <ail It was then fear first entered my
fnind, . oying thai John wouldn be blown

lake

we stuffed 1t through the forrhatch and
made oir way back to the cockprt to take
our net.. command

Down: ith the boom and mast. the cap-
tn shd ‘04:10 us He was no more than
fve fo Away but we were beyond the
reach u‘h‘x!\mwe in this weather and
noise K@t again we managed.

Somel . the ¢ § Navy saying. “Sailors
have mi’2 fun.” kApt ringing in my mund.

Crany i handied his ship and crew ex-
pertly. §ving the kids somethung 10 keep
therr minds off the

ported 1o have cToksed our path moments
ahead

At 1 100k back, | was 45 runutes late re-
Jporting to the fird mate’s house before
“hipping ot That mght, when | peturned
home. 1 thought' about being late

. WE MNIGHT have taken the tomado
straight. on 1f we left earher. but then
agatn wé might have sailed untouched if 1
was on time Who knows®

As qUrkly a8 it came upon s 1t was
goce. Wives shallowed, the winds dropped
df and the stars came ot

Again: -jut like in the movies—one mn-

out of 1N storm eenter. possibly wonder-
mg how  ye manaf:Md Lo brave the storm
Bul we dad :

Our captain’s in tperienced crew pulled
mto port much e ‘e tried in the ways of
the lake-and bos..

As Crangon said when we left for home
(hal everung. Il we can weather that ad
venture, we can handle anything

And the captain docked his bost. ready
for hus next wailing suspense an the Great
lakes

And the first mate went home with tales
of terrot. to tell

And thy kids left wallowing with excite -
ment of Javing something to talk about in
school nét week They had braved fear.

And the roving reparier left. koking for
his next spontancous adventure.

“Mother’s Day advice

Mother's Day greetings won resch ber

before May 9 if the address on The enve
Tope s incomplete, incorrect or

Tegble.
It may seem strange. bt each yesr the
postal service cgceives thoussnds of

resurfacing of Yhe roadway between 1-96 west
of Middie Belt and Drake Road. (Statf photo by

Octoberfest via

hudsons

qan @

Hudson's Travel Service.

Visit the Tyrolean Alps, breathtaking Sound of Music
country, during the festive Octoberfest celebration
Youll leave Detroit on September 23 and retun
October 1. For just $549. your trip will include round trip
jet fare to Munich via Pan Am. all transters. Ist class
hotel in Kitzbuhel full- Austrian breakfast and dinner
daily. tour hosts, all taxes and gratuities. Special
optional featwres intlude a ful day and evening in
Munich celebrating Octobertfest. visits to Berchtes-
gaden Salzburg, the birth place of Mozart, Innsbruck.
plus mountain climbing. swimming. tennis, golf dnd
obove dl reloxation. Use your convenient Hudson's
Charge if you wish. Cali Hudson’s Downtown
) 223-2300:; Northland, 569-5153: Oakland. 585-8020;
' Waestland, 425-3386. You'll have a super time!

Have an Austrian Alpine
Adventure during exciting

Send for our full-color deSCriD?IVB‘
brochure from Hudson's Travel

Service.

1206 Woodward Ave.

Detrot. Mich 48226 Use coupon

Name

Address _ __

City

Phone
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