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editorial opinion”

Farmington Chamber aids
making community better

ilnﬁing!on area businessmen are going to be
hur:hm a lot from the Chamber of Commerce this
mont

In case hadn't heard, May is the month for
the Chamber's annual membership drive. With
reason, the Chamber's membe drive
committee is enthused about prospects of bring.
ing in 100 new members.
As a matter of fact, Bill Flattery, membership
committee chairman, is 30 enthused he's predict-
ing 200 new members.

Presently, the Fai
Commerce is composed of 300 members. Because
of extensive drives over the last few years, mem-
bership has sk from 80 members.

But there still is a long nan 3
ington-Farmington Hills area
businesses. As Chamber

‘armington area.

The blg question in most businessmen’s minds
is what the Chamber can do for them. Well, the
Farmington Chamber has a proven track record
of doing good things for both the businessmen and
the eommunnn

Sometimes the proof isn't apparent. But in the
long haul, businesses in the Farmington area,
even il they aren’t members, have faired well be-
cause of the Chamber's efforts

A SPIRITED BUNCH, they ham\vl:{v qualms
about raising cain to get a road paved or ordi
nance altered to make it easier for & businessman
to_make a buck.

Presently, the Chamber is waging a vigorous
campalgn to get the mile-long stretch of Eight
Mile, between Orchard Lake and Farmington
roads, widened and paved. The two-lane road has
been a bureaucratic travesty, with officials from
Wayne and Oakland counties passing the buck.

eanwhile. businessmen and drivers along the
stretch have suffered. Some have paid with thetr
tives.

The Chamber is in contact with officials who
can do something about it. Believe me, before
lmi the road will be improved.

The Chamber has waged similar campaigns
along other routes and been successful, much to
the benefit of local business.

The Chamber also businessmen’informed
on current legislation affecting them. Legislative

breakfasts are scheduled and local businessmen
m invited to rake their legislators over the
s. -
Executive director Ed Lane is reason enough
for businessmen to join up. In short, Ed gets the
cb done. When a local businessman calls for
wég.uhmmemmmmmxﬂveu:
em.

I '

The aspect of the Farmington. Area Chamber
that I like the most is that, unlike other cham-
bers, it is a positive force in the community.

Having kicked around the Wayne-Oakland coun-
ty areas for a number of years now, I've seen
some pretty poor .

A lot of chambers concentrate on being a resc-
tionary force. But the Farmington Chamber
shows initiative in i pmgnn
of reacting to _what somebody else does.

1t works closély with both local 3

As an example, a few year's back the Gt;do:
Farmington was about to a stiff
nance. Because of the g nrkﬁurt‘hw,
between the city and the ‘Chamber,
cials were brought in to get their opinions. The re-
sult was a sign ordinance that is fair yet keeps
the city's environment in good shape.

from out of town who make it a point to come to
Farmington and spend their money.

The Chamber works hard in getting the busi-
nessmen's viewpoint across to youth. They work
with the school district so that Farmington's
youth know what the business worid-is all about.
So businessmen, when in the next month a
Chamber representative knocks on your door,
take a few minutes and listen to what he has to

say.
It will be worth your time.

Ly.czm bart

Each of us can be a miracle worker. First thing
to do is open the eyes and close the mouth. Later,
after eradicating a few preconcelved notions, one
is allowed to open his mouth.

A story was told to me recently (I am lucky
that way in my profession) that illustrates the
miracle in reverse.

The person was somewhat embarrassed to re-
late the experience 80 I will refrain from attach-

a name to it, the setting is local.

tive, the person took an zvenrng class in silver
making. It was the first time he ever tried to
do mything creative with his hands. He
make a butterfly, the most beautiful thing he
could think of. Each week I'e'rollsmd and buffed
his delicate silver creature with loving care and
set in tiny slivers of abalone.

When it was near completion another student
walked by his work area, took a look and com-
mented ‘‘Oh, you're making a moth.”

mm see light. It remains hidden away to be
ed at only as a reminder of the delicacy of
the psyche of adults as well as children.

If it can happen to a secure &dult. think of the
devastation that must take place when we call our
children’s crayon work “scribblings.”or ask mat-
te«;(-!a'clly why they dim:"eulor a lm‘::;k -
stead of green or question structure are
putting together with clay or blocks.

A moment frozen in my mind is the time when
as a new bride 1 had invited sorne of my new hus-
band's family for dinner. One of them came into
the kitchen and lifted the lid on a pot that contain-
od a chicken in a sauce recipe | was trying for
the first time. -

“‘What's that supposed to be*" was the ques-
tion. . .

1 am quite certain | burned it on purpose so |
would have an excuse not to put it on the table.

CAN YOU imagine what we do to our children
when we make fun or find fault with their crea-
tive play.

A pgx on the parent who looks at a toddler's
mud pies and says “Look at your hands, they're
filthy.” A t of cinders for the who
tells a child holding a fist full of dandel at the
back door, *‘Don't bring those weeds in here.”
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Why Pay More!

A heavy rocker combiming classic
design and comfort. Dark Pine fin-
1sh with detailed art work. The pe'y,
fectaccent piece .

$799§

FURNITURE DEPT.

MEIJER THRIFTY ACRES — 45001 FORD RD. AT CANTON CENTER RD.
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"EUROPEAN
SEPARATES "
Sprin yourself  into
something new ond ex
ating Europeon style

slocks. shirts and sweators
mode for the Americon
man EMS says quohty ond
fine detailing that is strictly
Europeon EMS lets you put
your own look together the
way you wont it EMS s
comfortably offordable

SHIRTS AND
SWEATERS $14 = $23
SLACKS 827

EUROPEAN MEDIA
SPORTSWEAR

MEN'S FAMOUS NAME BRAND SPORTSWEAR SHOP

mm Adjocent to Meijer Thrifty Acres
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