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Twenty Five Cents

Voters face millage increase decision

By RON GARBINSKI

Farmington area voters will be faced
with a 24 mill increase proposal N the
June 14 school election

By a 43 vote. the school board decided
Tuesday night to put before voters the mil-
lage increase proposal that would raise
$11 million for operating revenue each
year for five years

Before voting on this proposal. Lhe board
defeated & motion (hal would have levied
24 mills for only two years

Trustees Gary Lichtman. Wiliam Gravr
us and Michael Shpiece opposed the five
year millage Increase provision

1 don’t Lhink there i3 any question that
the board must consider extra millage to
faintain programs next year at the same
level as this year.” Trusiee Dr Meryn
Ross sad

Before the closing of Farmington Junwor
High School. the district's anticipated defi-
cit was estimated a1 §13 million With
leacher layolfs. unemployment com-
pensation would increase that figure by

000 to approuimately $18 million

“When talking about continung pro-
grams sl the same levels next year. we
need 28 mills.” said Distrct Business Man-
ager Wilham Prisk

“THAT WOULD be an additonal §13
mllion generated by millage to balance
the budget or $1617 mllion Lo balance
the budget through reductions This $18
mullion would include the unemploymens
compensation benefits we would have to
pay out.” Prisk continued

“But since the closing of Farmington
Junior High School will save the district
about §200.000 next year, the budget defict
that we anticipate will be reduced o §11
million

S0 this reduction in the defict would
mean thal the district only would need 24
mills to maintain the same programs nest
year " Prisk explained

While the board split on the dectsion to
levy a 24 mills increase for five year.
trustees argued about the timing of the pro-

¥

lional mullage. let's look at the budget and
make cuts in other areas firt." Shplece
continued

1 just think it is unfair to raise Laxes tn
a Lime when so many people

conaider
A we need to levy additional millage.” he
added

Trustee Lichtman agreed with Stpiece
In that the board s first look 8t the
district’s budget before asking residents to
“reach into their pockets agai

“I'm concerned about the board's action
because it hasn't looked &t all the options
1t can take in this matter withos first look-
g at the budget.” Lichtman said

My point ts that last year at this time,
we had some idea what our options were
‘Now we're one month away from the elec-
ton and we havent even locked at the

budget

“And that's irresponsibility.”
declared

“1 thunk we should first book at the op-
uons Set our priorities and then face up to
our responsibilities as board members

“When you are looking st 3 towal mills
and want 1o make it 3 mills by increasing
the millage. you're talking about big dok-
lars.” Lichtman said “Let's review our
budget before doing amthng about in-
creasing the millage ™

As Shpiece. Lichtman and Gravks op
posed the millage tncrease for five ynfl
Lhe other board members
(0 increase the mlhnmm&rﬂm

Lichtman

exary
“We have no facts that tell w to go for
more than 14 mills Who knows. maybe

FLOYD CAIRNS

District to close more schools

By RON GARBINSKI

Students attending Ten Mile Elementary
won may ke their schon.

AL the Farmington School Board meet
ing Tuesday night. Asst. Supt. of Elemen
wry Education larry Freedman recom
mended that the toard clme the Ten Mile
faclity

This closing would save the ditrict ap
proximately $161.000 next year
“When talking about & $400.000 deficit in
all areas of elementary cducation. the cin
1ng of Ten Mile will help somewhat.” Free
dman said
We still have a duty to provide quality
education, but 1f & school clasing will help
ws elimirate some of the defictt then we
must cinse the school that provides the

Crime probes continue

(hecking several psble leads. Farm
ington Hlls police and fire officials are
continung their investigations into last
week's bank robbery and suspected arvin

Hills dedectives and FBI agents are ex
amining the evidence gathered in - the
Thursday. Apri) 2. Manufacturers Nation
al Bank robbery, a police spokesman aid.

1n that kold-up. three masked gunmen e
caped with $30.000 in cash and used there
dmm-m stolen cars (o make their peta

"Wt police follow up on the bank rob-
bery. fire officials are awatiing the result

of & state police crime lab lest of evidence
collected at the scene of the Apnil 28 arson
of three Farmington Hills Ambulance Co.
vehicles

One vehucle was completely destroyed in
the blaze and the nihet two were reported
repairable as damage estimates exceeded
£27.000

Fire investigators will know for certun
later this week whether @n accelerant was
uwed in the arvon incident when they re-
cewve the state police’s sprcial test report
a fire official said

not what is fiscally bound.” he pointed ot
TRUSTEE GRAVIUS vuted gainst the
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concluded
“I think it is their responmibility to fund

Sewing anyone? Discussing the pros and
cons of the craft are some cast members in the
North Farmington High School production of
“Fiddier on the Roo!,” to be presented May 6. 7

their schools to continue the same pro-
©ams nert year

Alter passage of the 24 ml mcrease for
five years. Licktman asked the board to
take a revote 3o that the record. would

Rabbi),

show an unanimous decison by the board
n passing the proposal

But Shprece wanted the record o show
the split vote and voted aganst the pro-
posal

and 8 at 8 p.m. Cast members are (from left)
Clay Scowcraft (Mendel). Larry Lichtman (the
Bob Reed (Motel) and Paul Becker
(Perchik). (Photo by Evert)

Floyd Cairns has tales to tell
after 20 years of city service

lnhnmyun ?nh"m Hills' ey
has seen & bot of

“That n:myunmnuwy
Cairns says Andn-m-p-tm
ever since
“l was the townships Armt mum
clerk Al times, in the beginning. |
&r!d'ﬁlll!wﬂdoﬁhllmylh‘b&
cause | really didnt have much to do

His job as city clerk never has a dull
moment. He is always talking with residents.
When somebody wants to know what's going
on in Farmington Hills, they usually end up at

the clerk’s office.

For Csirns. his job as oy cierk never
has a dull moment He always & taking
th s o

paper work and physical prodiems o work
ax. Cairns recalls

mnmorr the cty had s rough

hmy-mkammowhmn
taxbase and provide services for cty res
derts

““The city had 10 set up the public works

a3

mary concerns When | firt sta
clerk back n 1956, there were
voung precexcts So handling an
wasn't that difficult dack then
But we have witnessed 2 growth
in Farmungton Hills Tnstead of only
precincts. we now have 2 of
about 11662 registered voters. as was
case in 1980 the city now hes
200 voters
“So you can just unage what
has
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CAIRNS, WHO has bemm a lfedong
Farmngton Hills resident. has witnemed
the growth of Farmungton Hils )

by. mm;mcmnmu

grnm! savings for the distnct.
tian of the Ten Mile !lnhly [
n poor shape md overall there are 25
major ems in need of repair
‘When a district s forced 1o make dras.
tic moves, it must’ consider the Ninancial
avingy meumuuﬁml"!‘memmuv
Paned

IF THE district Gecrde to clos the Ten
Mile Elementary School, many famibes af-
fected by the Farmngton Junior High clos-

of Ten Mile School " bt it didnt take ac-

tion on the recommendation
Memunmllmnrwxwywm

kxlnyo(rhm‘t\nnﬂury

Slm!mltnlmmkllnm
be-

on.
The board recertly rrquested the admin-

istrators to make several proposals for the
posuble clomng of ‘schools
These school officrals presented several
plam 10 the board for their conmderation.
taz administrators feRt that the claung of
the Ten Mile facility was the most appro-
pﬂm at ths ume
Freedman also ponted ot that conch
tors in the district have changed ance
fast year when anather ctiarn’s commuttee
recommended the closing of Middle Belt
ﬂrmmury School
“We are experiencmg sémuliar conditions
llemeumlhcmLN)mlnr
Middle Bet School.” Freestman explained

“MIDDLE BELT now houses a new
certer and has a new ool When
we talk about shifting {rom thes schond 1o
one of the oldest in the district. we zre
1alking about » more economical move.

“The situation has changed at Moddle
Beit The situstion has changed at Ten
Mile Enrollments have gane up and down
at both achools. So this v why we have
changed the recommendstion.” Freedran

(Coatimeed on page (A}

“Handling elections is one of aur prt

mx since that feeble brgnning. Cairrs
30ld bonds to start the water and sewer
systems in the city. as wel as connecting
with the Detroit sewer interceptor system
Continned on page $A)




