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By CORINNE. ABATT

1t has been 1aid the Southfield iee shom
13 the brst amateur ke extravaganza in
the country with the posuble exception of
(hat put on at the Hiroadmoor 1n Colorada

1 sincercly believe that even those al the
Broadmoor. thst mecea (or amatewr ska
ters. would have 1rouble topping the event
of last weekend at the Ovic Center rink.
Particularly in the area of 1on. fot

where could you find excellent women ska-
ters who are also willing lo work for ol
most s1x months on hoop skirted ball cos-
lumes that were actually seen for lesy
than fwe munutes®

Maureen Partin gets a final fiting on her costume from Carol

There's Jan Miller. for indtance. who
skated in the §5-member women's “ice cho-
nnes My Miller made all of the cos.
tumes for the huge 10yy of “The En
chanted Toy Shop” number, constructed
them on chucken wire frames with padding
and color. wonderful glistening eyes for

. the owls. and appealing oversiaed faces

and figures for each of the snowmen.
brars. rablats. the cat. the mouse and the
tuge playtul skunk

Mrs Miller's lime spent on the show 1s
counted 1n months rather than days or

weeks.
TECHNICALLY the show is outstanding
for several reavons. For one it moved—

Fox before a performance of ice Company '76. (Photos by Cyd

Abalt)

State battles Cowbirds

The U'S Fish and Wildufe Servxce will
again do battle with brownheaded cow.
trds in central Michigan

An intenuve federal trapping program
with a predictable capablity of capturing
3500 cowbirds witl be put mio operation in
late Apri and continue unil mid-July

Among spoilers of Michugan's most che-
rished values the pesky cowbirds are sec:
ond nnly 1o the Buckeyes of Ohio State
The vigorous cowbirds have not made life
& how) of roses for birders who revere the
Kirtland's warbler. an endangered specres
parasitized by cowbirds

There 13 good reason for Michgan's
strong Interest in the Kirtland's warbler.
The only known nesting colores of the spe.
des in the world are in Michigan. princr
plly n Ogemaw. Oscoda and Crawford
unties

Nesting haditx of the lemale cowbird
rarkedly hinder the survival success of
young warblers. The cowbird does nat rear
s own young

The cowbird ts strictly parasitic The fe-
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male deposits her €gg. of ¢gRY. in nests of
aher species

The Kirtland's warbler popuiation s se-

nously affected by this. probably because
it nests in the jackpine barrens of Mich.
1gan. an area not generally trhabeed by 3
wide variety of other birds In that particu-
1ar habitat cowbirds prefer warbler nests
A female cowbird may even remove
exgy from s Kirtland's nest. then lay her
own eggs and never return to the nest.
Nearly 0 per cent of warbler eggs t

parasitized nests (ai] lo produce fledglnge. §

The egge may hatch. b the warblers
don't survive because young cowbirds
rained by the foster warbler parents are
larger and more aggreive in the nest

Priof to rapping operations. begun
1972 86 per cent of warblet nests were par
asitized by cowbirds

Since trapping began. cowbird para-
sitisni hgs been less than 10 per cent

Despite the annual success 1 trappng
cowhirds. which has resulted i more war-
blers surviving 10 the nest. the net resull
hat not produced dramatic increases i
the Kirtland's warbler population return-
g 10 Michigan each year.

(ther lactors are involved Warbler
lasses probably occur durg migration

A shortage of suitable nesting habitat &
a critical peoblem for the duminutive bird.
I 1975, the FWS reported 179 pairs of Kur-
tland's warblers were identufied In Mich-
igan during the nesting seasan The rela.
tive scarcity has generated undue haraes
ment (rom birders anzious to xee or photo.
waph the rare warbler,

Again in 1978, Kirtland's warbler nesting
arcas will be closed and posted agamst
public entry during the nesting season
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STA'RITE TVJ

from (he sev changes 10 the skaters on the
ice. it moved

Too often amafeur shows drag along.
Not this one_Even with more than 100 ska-
ters on the ice. the pace is clipped. sure
and (ast That takes practice—ots of it
Granted. Ron Basten uves a number of

the spotlight and darh neat siole the show.

As the moidiers, dells and itile peopie in
the enchanted doy shop scenes. they had
been well-achooled. in how to win au
diences All in this shaw have leamed lo
smile while skating and to play to the av-
diences as wrll as- perform the choreo-

oaphy
With few excepions the solorsts were tn

tegrated into 1he total choreography -

There had to be a few solos 10 allow for

many of them-were a part of the total s
quence is another thing that separates this
<how from the average comemunity endeas -
or And the segueys from one number 1o
anather were as flowy xv the skaung.
ITS ABOLT as safe as wading through
2 twamp to.ungle ot performances to
about. but “Char Fishin™ by
- Ronn Byas and Fred Caducia was both fun
to watch and exciting These two dd & slip-
pery. fast number using two straight
chairs a3 props and they did the intncate
chair pushing. shiding and pulting 10 per.
fection, N
"1 you msved the show and ddnl sce
Atme Parter of the Wyandotte Skating
Qub in “Youre My world™ 1she has a
Janet Lyn} delicacy of movement: or
Mark Simpson o the Troy. oo skating
Club as “George M then rewerve your
uckets mow for nest year and hope they
will be there .

Ditto Sandy Malek of the Detrort Figure
Skating Club with her hula dance in the
Poris of Paradme pumber and Janet Van
Camp and Gordon - Black 1n the oprrung
Masquerade They're from the Lamung
Figure Skating Club And Laura Cannon of
the Detron club as the porcelan doll 1 the
toy shop was 'a winnet
The combination of nodtalga. grace and

qrab which the three Dailey mem and
Carol Fay added had all kinds of appeal
mchard})uky does the smooth graceful

Skating extravaganza is ‘ice’ing on the cake

“30s dance with Ms Fox. then son. Rxchard
Jt. takes over the girl for an upbeat rov-
tene and young son. Scott. comes an with &
bt of <poof and humor and grabs the lady
for some fancy bladework

And in the final elaborately staged bicen-

tetmual ressew. the audience had et ancth
er ook at all of those e solusts

Several sce shows back 1 acked if thes
could ever top this.

Well yes they can andyes they &d
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