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Ethnic flavor
spices music
at Nardin Park

BY CORINNE ABATT

A hometown resource in the person of
Astra Kalnins. soprano, will present an un-
Park United Meth-
. May 18at3pm.

The concert of Latvian folk songs and
piano music is in honor of ethnic day dur-

ing Michigan Week which starts that Sun -

day .

Ms Kalnins, of Farminglon. has per.
formed In opers snd on the concerl stage
throughout the United States and Purope
She was born in Latvia of a Latvian father
and a Danish mother

“The latvians.” she says, “are very
proud of ther folk sangs. and there are
thousands of thern ™

The program will constst of compositions
by the modem Latvian composer. Wolf-
gangs Darxins Ms Kalnins will be accom
panied by llze Strale Drdrichsone. of To-
ronto. who regularly goes on tour with her.

MS. KALNINS HAS GIVEN many con.
certs of Latvian folk sangs in Canada and
fecently returned from a European tour
where she performed in England. West
Germany, Denmark and Sweden

The Farmington Musicale was realty re-
sponsible for Ms Kalnim and her family
moving o this area While Lhey lived in De-
troit she commuted Lo Farmungton to at-
tend meetings of the local group of women
musicians

Finally, the convinced het husband and
children to move out here The members
of the musicale will act as hostesses and
usher for the May 18 concert

Opera Is a special love of the Farm-
ington soprano. Over lhe years she has
sung with the Michigan Opera Theatet and
the Michigan Opera Company which came
after the opers theater group. the New
York City Dpera Company and with many

symphony orchestras One of her roles
which she speaks of with particular fond-
ess is Miml in LaBohemme

Ms Kalnins has given het program of
Latvian msic on Detrot television and in
Carnegie Hall.

Marlowe Belanger. ethnic day chairman.
says the concen 1 open to the public free
of charge and will include a reception-tea
alterwards

WORKING WITH MRS. BELANGER on
the plapning are Nardin Park asuistant
minister, Rev  Meredith Moshaucr and
Mry. Ina Grapenthin, munster of music
and coordinator of the fine arts com
mttee. i

There 1s a tit of an element of suspense.
around the church and thus concert Rev
Moshaver sces it as a forerunner of more
1o come

‘We have a natural sctting for con-
ceris.”” Moshaver said. “both from the size
of the facility and the parking We can
seat 600 to 700 in the Fellowshup Hall or
600 in the sanctuary and it 1s all arcond:
tioned

Starting with a concert Oct 10 featuning
the Detroit Symfonetta. a group of Detroit
Symphony musicians. and Mrs  Grape.
rithin at the harpaichord. the church hopes
to foliow this with four or five mare con-
certs of equal quality

These would be Spen Lo the general pub-
tic and hopefully encourage the kind of
commuruty audience that the Cranbrook
serics has done 1n the Rirmingham and
Bloomfield Hills areas and the St Jahn
Episcopal Church senes has in Royal Oak.

M Kalmns combanes her concert ca-
reer with a fullume poulion as & medical
assistant al the Wood!and Medical Center
She and her husband have a son. Edwin
15. and a daughter. Mrs Liga Jacotmon

Gutles.

Latvian-borh Astra Kalning, now of Farm-
ington, will give a concert of Latvian folk songs
to kick-0ff the Michigan Week celebration for
Farmington and Farmington Hitls. Those looks
and smiins of approval from the concert plan- R
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ners come from the Rev. Meredith Moshauer
of Nardin Park Church, Mrs. Ina Grapenthin,
minister of music, and Mrs. Mariowe Belanger
Michigan Week ethnic day charrman (Statt
photo by Harry Mauthe)

daring the day when most of these vokin-
teers cant respond.
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Farmington. 316¢ Grand River Police

said $170 was stolen

Alter making a licenae plate check of

the getaway vehicle from descriptions
witnesses. Farmingion and Farm-

%

~ Children’s fun set for libraries

Farmington area j;lﬂ.hhl\‘ » host of
events coming up ii: May at the Farm-
inglon and Farmingtén Hills beanch Lbrar-
ey

1. trom 103011 am . a puppet
be at the Farmingion branch.

On May
show will

Post-abstractionist world
on view through May 15

By LESLIE MASTERS

Philip Pearlstein is one of the best-
known painters in the country today.
He is famous for his la nmhnn-li?@
portraits and paintings of nudes.

The reason for this fine reputation is
obvious in Pearlstein’'s latest exhibi-
tion, a showing pf his recent paintings
and drawings at the Donald Morria
Gallery in Birmingham

“1 lrf' not to get enamoured with my
work. [ am interested in the method of

inting, not in the subject. [ am say-
ing something about the painting proe-
ess, not about the subject 1 choose to
paint,” Pearlstein said

This unemotional attitude toward
the subject leads the artist to record
every part of the body with equal de-
tail and intereat. Knuckles and feet be-
come {ascinatingly complex; the
smooth, hard sheen of a leg is no more
important than a toe or face.

ﬁolm, in many of the paintings the
eyes of the model are ¢l so they are
not able to exert any emotional influ-
ence at all. M

Pearlstein aaid he plays music while
he painta to “discourage any
rapport between the model
MFFTMI might break my concentra.
tion on the painting process.”

He laughingly admits this is r:nly
because he has to pay his modeis and
doesn’t want to waste time, but the

reality seems to be he wants to concen-

trate solely on recording what he sees,
without any distraction or emotion
genln% in the way'.

“I think seeing my work hanging
together in a show completes the
whole process for me. I don't get a

Dr. Chung Hao Tai of Farm-
ington Hills is invited to partici-
pate as a scholar-dipiomat in the
U.S. State Department's seminar
on East Asian Aftairs, Washing-
ton D.C. The seminar will be on
May 17-21. Or, Chung is the chalr-
man ol the University of Detroit
political science cepartment. A
native of Taiwan, he has been st
UD since 1962.

PAINTER PHILIP PEARLSTEN

change to see my work after ] finish
painting it.

“I put it in the rack and go on to an-
other. Coming to & show to see my
work gives me a chance to view it much
the same way as 1 would see someone
else’s art. Then I can decide objectively
what the paintings are about and if
they are what | "“hud)}lo do,” I(n}e I'llm

e paintingy at the Morris’ Gallery:
are huge .nanﬁ the gallery with their
presence. The scale of the uinlin?
make the figures seem disturbingly
close. They protrude out of their space
and encroach into ours; they sprawl
dispassionately on beds and brightly-
colored rugs.

Their flesh is starkly white and mer.

cilessly detailed with wrinkles and
veins. The figures slump awkwardly,
creating compelling shapes and angles
on the canvas.

Pearlstein achisves this effect in his
paintings by two methods. The first, is

.« to design the canvks carefully before

he starts to paint. Pearlstein calls him-
self a “Post-Abstractionist nd ap-
proaches his canvases as abstract com-
positions.

He pays close attention to the
shapes and directions he is setting up,
and carefully plays one form against
another and one color pattern to con-
trast with another.

‘The other method Pearlstein uses is
to paint every detail as true to his
sion ax possible. He sees the figure as
an object devoid of any emotion and
tries to paint an accurate record of
what he sees,

In spite of the artisC's insistence on
dispassionate accuracy, the paintings
are not emotiontess. The duality of
the almost supef realism, coming from
abstract concepis, makes the paintings
powerful, emotibnal statements that
Jolt and shock. They also achieve mon-
umental stature-and great value.

The confidenie and joy Pearlstein
gets from the pratess of painting is ob-
vious. The dedicafjon to and concentra-
tion on his paint{ ig shows in the qual-
ity of his resulti. An encounter with
an artist who ha intensity and fulfill-
ment in his art work reinforces the
knowledge that creativity is basic and
something in whith to rejoice.

Philip Pearlstein's work will be on
view at 105 Townsend, Birmingham,
through May 15.

Family’s homeless
after trailer fire

fire officlals said. v

23500 Liderty. Another puppet show presen-
tation will be st the dranch an May IS
from 2.2:45 pm.
Children a green Guamb interest
will be abie to see two movies at the Hills
branch. on May 20. from 10:311 am. The

movies will be “Siring Bean and  The Self-
8 Giant~The Hills branch s beated at
Twetve

Mile
May 2. from 23 pm. & the Hils
the movie. “Heafine Fumters™
will be presented. [t is the story of two chi-

dren who takeover the town newspaper
when their [ather becomes Wl

The series of children’s acviies wil be
raunded out on May 25 st the Farmngton
Library when a sess:0n 1 crestive dramaj-
xcs will be presented form 213 pm

Allprecesds go 1o HOLY REDEEMER CHURCH aud scHooL
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MAY 12—-16

A tittie bit of Mex:co 8t Livonia Matl. Come enjoy this lively,
colorful event! Therell be Mexican 100d. souvenirs, furniture,
tinware, sombreros. paintings, bread, pottery, flowers, suits of
armour, all handmade. Lots of entertainment, too!

THURSDAY

6—9 p.m_; Father Dustin on the banjo

FRIDAY

6.00 p.m. Mexican Foik Dancers

SATURDAY

2--3p.m. —Marischi Players

7 Mile Road
at Middiedelt

7 Milo Rd. at Middlabelt

LIVONIA MALL

Open Daily
SuaNooa -Spa




