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Hold your head up forMi?higan

- A lot of folks would like to come back to Mich-

gan.

That's one thing I've noticed throughout the
years after having travcled around the United
States.

You know the tune of the chronic migrating
Michigander. .

“I can't wait to get out of this rotten place. Any
place is better than Michigan,” he warbles.

So one fine day he packs his bags and flies to a
warmer climate. This almost always is done in a
fit of trrationality, just as winter is about to raise
its ugly head

1 used to complain like that—unti! 1 lived in &
few other spots around the country. Fortunately.
my roots weren't so deep as to force me o stay
in one of these summer “paradises.”

1 can't count how many times I've heard up-
rooted Michiganders reminesce about the good
old water-winter wonderland as they fruitlessly
flap their clipped wings.

That's why all of us should take a deep breath
;\n‘d sigh in relief that we made it back, or never
eft

This upcoming week—Michigan Week—is a
good time to do just that

Michigan Weck is a time for every community
1o beat ils chest to show that the nonmigrating
Michiganders made—and make—this state work.

The idea came about back in 1953 when a bunch
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of civic and business leaders got together to fig-
wre out how to raise the state residents’ morale.
Times were bad and the job rarket looked even
worse.

Since 1954, when the first Michigan Week was
celebrated, we've had s lot of which to be proud.

That's not to say that g Is perfect but
those who haven'’t deserted for the sunnier climes
can hold their heads high. °

So this coming week take ‘some time ot to
enjoy some of the activities your community is of-
fering. By the way, donY let # stop you even if it
does rain. or snow, or flood.

You know the old saying. “if you dont like the
Michigan weather. walt a few mihutes. It will
change." {
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'You can defeat the Litter Lobby

There's one issue that's more popular than
apple pie. baseball and all the presidential candi-
dates put together.

That issue is litter and the desire of the public
1o ban throwaway bottles and cans from the mar-
ketplace, from their lawns. from the roadsides,
from farmn pastures and parks and beaches.

The so-called Jondah! bill—tHouse Bill 4296—has
been introduced in' the Michigan House of Repre-
sentatives with 23 cos, rs. Nevertheless. ‘it
will {ace tough opgosnhn from the Litter Lobby.

The Litter Lobby has attorneys. lobbyists,
charts, graphs and other propaganda to make it
look like the American economy will come to an
end if the bottle bill becomes law

People of sense know betted We got along quite
nicely, thank you, when we d dn} gve the ki
of throwaway containers. w¢ have today.
Nevertheless, the legislature needs prodding.
)1;u are asked to sign a “bottle bill" petition,
it. Circulate petitions yourself. Write to your
lgvlrmnkcrs in Lansing and ask them to
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1f the legisiature fails to act." the petitions
help put the issue on the ballot. If that step
comes necessary, be sure to vote for .

June 1 is the deadline for those petit
returned to Michigan Conservation Cu
PO Box 2285, Lansing. Mich 4%11.
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Ford’s in trouble, but
1e deserves fair chance

Th}\igmnr movers and shakers of the Michigan
Republican Party held a quiet meeting last Satur-

day

The subject: Next Tuesday's primary election,
where President Ford and Ronald Reagan will go
at it head-to-head. The message: Watch out, guys,
because If the president loses this one in his own
home state, it could very well cost him the nomi-
nation. The worry: If Reagan gets the GOP nom}-
natton, it could be the disaster of 1964 all over
again

The movers and shakers are right on all counts.

The president is in trouble in his own state.

For much of his political career, he cultivated
his congressional district around Grand Rapids
and his carcer on Capitol Hill to the exclusion of

« all else. As a consequence, he never became a
full statewide figure in the way Gov. Milliken has.
' Therefore, next Tuesday President Ford will ben-
ofit less than onc might expect from feelings of
. home state chauvinism by the voters.

Further. Michigan voters have a long history of
litical unpredictability, marked in recent years
a resounding willingness to cross over to vote
' inthe aprosile party's primary. I you add to that
! historical pattern the notion that all those thou-
* gands of voters who were for George Wallace four
years ago have no real place to go today now that
Jimmy Carter has wiped out the Democratic
field, you have an of g a mile wide for a Rea-

. gan blitz for a massive Wallace crossover vote

THE PRESIDENT HAS NOT helped his own
cause In recent weeks by his choice of campaign
tactics. Instead of staying in Washington running
the country and campalgning on his record, he

. has been dashing hither and thither, responding to
every criticism Reagan makes, in a {rantic court-
ship ‘of the small but very powerful and vocal Re-

. publican right whm.

There Is every indication that Ford has changed
these tactics since they falled so spectacularly in
Texas and Indiana. The senior party people have

. pdvised him to campaign in Michigan, but as the
incumbent ﬁ:cs)dem with a good record. not as a
auitor of the right wing.

In the event that the president does lose Mich-
igan to Ronald Reagan, the damage could be

~ by PHILIP H. PORER

a

serious. The national media will fall to under-
stand Michigan's political volatility, and the Rea-
gan campaign will argue that i an
president can't carry his own home state, he can-
not hope to win in November.
Reagan's chances of winning the Republican
i weuld be d

THAT WOULD BE a shame, both for the Re-
publican Party and for the country.

Although a few transcendental potitical theo-.
rists have been able to construct an argument
that Reagan would do better against Carter than
would Ford, most of the polls and virtualy all of
the gradic;;d liticians R, ey
not do as y as Barry ter aganst
Lyndon Johnson in 1964, bt } 2 certainly would
not be a strong candidate agaist Carter's broad

appeal . '

Xrt;d Ford has a useful, valid and powerful
of arguments going for him. As the man succeed-
ing Richard Nixon, he has convinced the contry
of his decency, ho and integrity. As the man-
ager of l'he m)lnomw resisted the bhlﬁmh-
ments of vastly e government

ppears to have the economy growing ﬂtﬁ
little inflationary pressure. As the national spokes-
man, he has the nation at peace for the first time
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to be between the best possible representatives of
our two political parties. 1 cannot accept the idea
that Ronald Reagan—by training limited

instinct simiplistic—is the
tive of the &ubllcm Party.
done a good job, and he deserves to run
cord this fall.
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[WERE NoT TALKKING IN CIRCLES...

The parks millage

A good program should be continued

There have been criticisms—some of them per-
haps valid—of the Oakland County parks and rec-
restion program.

But 30 far as we have heard. no one has come
wﬁm;ﬂslingle goodn:f\hg:'mmhgme
quarter- property tax supports the pro-
gram for another ¥M years.

Indeed, a defeat would not only the

THE OAKLAND COUNTY parks system got its
start 10 years ago when voters approved a quar-

system are com-

ex because of state federal aid. what it

ils down to is this: The tax has been used %

per cent to pay for land acquisition and devel

opment; nwr/anons have largely been covered by
ees.

user fees.
Ilmxrhnmhulmﬁnumdm.m.me
o

proposal, if passed, wonl cost you any more
dollars per year; it will extend the program anoth-
er five years.

It's l!gmﬂy rexsonable deal for the seven
parks with their 2,400 acres and the seven mobile
units people are using

THE PARKS and Recreation Commission has
tried to be responsive to a wide variety of needs,
although obviously it cant plesse everymne.

re has been criticism that the parks were de-
veloped too far into the hinterlands of the county.
The answers are that the land had to be acquired
before it could be developed: and the commission

has begun to pay attention to the south end, mak-
ing the swim-mobile. puppet-mobile and other
units available and developing a new park in the
south end

There has been criticism that the [acilities are
too citified—that a county with so many lakes
hardly needs s wave-making machine; that facil-
that necessary.

The!
alternative is to have a much higher property tax.
The commission’s phil using tax funds
primarily for development and user fees to cover
operations makes good sense.

THE PATTERN of park development in Oak-
land County has been much like other systems.

In the early years, the.first priority is to get
land and get things going.

As the system matures, one expects it to be
fleshed out and strengthened.

This year the wave-action pool is scheduled to
open at Waterford Oaks. The new
Oaks park is scheduled to open. Ground will be
broken in Madison Heights for the Red Run golf
facility. The mobile units will get more circula-
tion. Mdny small improvements. too detailed
to be listed here, will make other parks

ensant.

As Oakland ‘County residents go to the polls
Tuesday to indicate their preferences for the Big

even
more

Job, they shouldn't the kinds of pro-

that make living more pleasant right close
to home. The Oakl. pal ge pro-
posal deserves continued e

Registration by party can

end mischief of crossovers

Next Tuesday is Michigan's presidential pri-

mary.
‘The fact that Michigan is having a primary elec-
mnrdthepwph‘!:lyeding

.

Beeetries 1

b HENRY M. HOG AN, JR.—

that Jimmy Carter is already the Democratic

nominee and doesnt need help at: this point.
]

But they are really advocating that people in-

volve themselves in the selection of A nominee

they have no ;

The election process
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an extended period by oatory that has
;lmd;?cy to M_Wmmgmum
ectorate.



